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“Bioneers has been consistently ahead of the curve.
It’s a hatchery for the next wave of important ideas.”
– Bill McKibben
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From left: Bioneers Executive Director Joshua Fouts and Co-Founders Nina Simons and Kenny Ausubel
welcoming the community at the 2014 conference.

DEAR BIONEERS
As we roll into Bioneers 2015, few would still question that we’re in the throes of
the fundamental transformation of civilization. These years are going to make the
‘60s look like the ‘50s. The 2015 Bioneers conference will dramatically show how
world-changing breakthroughs may be closer than they appear.
The big wheels of ecological and human governance are turning. These evolutionary
exclamation points unleash powerful forces of destruction and creation, collapse and
renewal. When huge shocks transform the landscape, structures and institutions
crumble, releasing tremendous amounts of bound-up energy and resources for renewal
and reorganization. It’s also a period of creativity, freedom, and transformation.
Novelty emerges. Small changes can have big influences.
The name of the game is building resilience – for both nature and human organization. These times belong to those who learn, innovate, and adapt. Seeds of new
solutions appear with the times.
The 2015 Bioneers program is a bouquet of seedheads of stunning breakthroughs.
Many are already rapidly gaining traction. They reflect the diversity of this unprecedented global movement of movements for ecological regeneration, justice and equity.
They invite a change of heart that recognizes our interdependence and oneness with
creation and each other.
We hope you savor this brochure like a gardener relishing a favorite spring seed catalog. Come to Bioneers 2015 to plant and grow together with this unique community
of leadership.
We are so grateful the Bioneers community exists to meet this epic moment. Please
join with us in this revolution from the heart of nature and the human heart. It’s
showtime, and we’re all called upon to be leaders. See you in October!
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With Love and Gratitude –
Kenny Ausubel
CEO, Co-Founder
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Nina Simons
President, Co-Founder

Register at conference.bioneers.org

Joshua Fouts
Executive Director

EXPERIENCE the rising tide of inspiring change around the country and world,
growing a revolution from the heart of nature and the human heart.

EXPLORE the forefront of breakthrough ideas and models in electrifying morning
keynote talks, often introducing “the greatest people you’ve never heard of.”

PARTICIPATE in kaleidoscopic afternoon panels and workshops on Ecological
Design, Climate Solutions, Clean Energy, Social & Racial Justice, Women’s
Leadership, Gender and Sexual Justice and Identity, Green Business, Community
Resilience, Restorative Food Systems, Ecological Medicine, New Economics,
Ecological Literacy Education, Indie Media, Wildlands Conservation, Art &
Social Change, Youth Leadership, Indigenous Knowledge — and more!

CONNECT with leading-edge innovators and projects across a rich arc of fields,
cultures and walks of life.

NETWORK with a community of leadership — dynamic change-makers from
around the country and world, or from your neck of the woods, to develop
important professional and personal relationships.

SHARE your insights and learning in Conversation Cafés, Councils, and participatory
and experiential workshops.

DISCOVER powerful opportunities and strategies for creating and engaging with
progressive change in your work, life and community.

CELEBRATE how great a difference one person can make, and how building community makes the difference. Expand your community of new allies and friends!

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Friday

Andy Lipkis

Malik Yakini

Jensine
Larsen

Eriel
Deranger

Tom Hayden

Sister Simone
Campbell

Ben Knight

Rinku Sen

Paul Hawken

Fania
Davis

Michael
Meade

Adrianna
Quintero

Kim Stanley
Robinson

Saturday

Henk Ovink

Sunday

Shannon
Dosemagen

Register at conference.bioneers.org
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
THE INDIGENOUS FORUM Native-led daily programs and a pre-conference
intensive at the only cross-cultural gathering of its kind in the U.S. with visionary
Indigenous leaders. Over 100 Indian Nations participated in 2014.

FAMILY FAIR Bioneers has created a unique learning-and-play program for families
with kids (page 21).

YOUTH PROGRAMS Powerful programs, life-changing experiences (page 12).
CHANGE-MAKERS FESTIVAL Explore vibrant national and local nonprofit
innovators and socially conscious companies creating the world we want.

FILMS AND FILMMAKERS Amazing social-issue films and visionary filmmakers.
ORGANIC VALLEY “GrassUP! For Good Health” special event (page 23).
SEED EXCHANGE Trade open-pollinated, heirloom, traditional and organic seeds
with hard-core seedheads. Saturday, 6:30pm.

CAROLINE CASEY Astro-mytho-politico performance. Friday night, 9:10pm.
TRASHION SHOW! Truckee High’s Envirolution Club steals the show every year,
turning trash into high fashion with a serious environmental message. Saturday,
lunchtime, Sun Stage.

STUDENT ECO-ART EXHIBITION Curated by WEAD (Women Environmental
Artists Directory) in the Exhibit Hall.

ART & GREEN TECH DISPLAYS Even more cool stuff this year!
JOIN THE BIONEERS RESILIENT COMMUNITIES NETWORK Bring Bioneers
home to your community with Bioneers Resilient Communities Network events,
media and initiatives. Contact Nikki Spangenburg: brcn@bioneers.org.

b

BECOME A BIONEERS MEDIA POLLINATOR Share Bioneers media with
your friends, community, company, organization and public servants.
pollinator@bioneers.org.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15

TH
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Pre-Conference Intensive 9:00am-4:00pm

BUILDING GREEN BLOCS:
COLLABORATIVE CLIMATE POLICY INNOVATIONS
Real, viable and encouraging action continues to swell across multiple scales below the
federal/nation state level. States, regions, cities, and citizen groups are rapidly developing collaborative networks and frameworks to take significant policy action on climate
change. This one-day forum will explore the role of collaborative climate policy across
multiple jurisdictional scales – from coordinated citizen action to city, state and regional
collaborations, to global sub-national partnerships, such as Holland’s recent pact with
California.
What are the leading models for multi-scale collaboration on climate policy? Can the success of California’s vanguard efforts on this front be “exported?” Can Environmental Justice issues be dealt with more effectively via sub-national collaborations? Join a diverse
group of groundbreaking leaders from civil society and governance to explore how collaborative approaches to climate change are changing the game, pointing us towards a
resilient and climate-ready future, and how we can participate in this emerging movement.

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

Tom Hayden

Andy Lipkis

Henk Ovink

David Orr

Greg Watson

Vien Truong

Renata Brillinger

Hugo von
Meijenfeldt

Tom Hayden, Director of the Peace and Justice Resource Center
Andy Lipkis, founder/President, TreePeople
Henk Ovink, Special Envoy on International Water Affairs for the Netherlands
David Orr, Oberlin College & the Cleveland Foundation
Greg Watson, Director of Policy and Systems Design, Schumacher Center
Vien Truong, Environmental Equity Director, Greenlining Institute
Renata Brillinger, Executive Director, California Climate and Agriculture Network
Timothy Burroughs, Chief Resilience Officer, City of Berkeley
Hugo von Meijenfeldt, representative for the Kingdom of the Netherlands in the
13 westernmost U.S. states
Others TBA
Location: Embassy Suites Hotel
Price: $195.00 includes lunch
Register at conference.bioneers.org

5

b

h

PRE - CONFERENCE INTENSIVE

h

PRE - CONFERENCE INTENSIVE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15TH
Pre-Conference Intensive 9:00am-5:00pm

© REPU BLIC OF LIGHT

Kaylena Bray (Haudenosaunee/Seneca) of The Cultural Conservancy shares traditional farming
techniques at the 2014 Bioneers Three Sisters Farming Intensive at the Indian Valley Organic Farm
and Garden at College of Marin.

ACORNS, ELDERBERRIES AND PINE NUTS:
HOW TO KEEP OUR CULTURAL LANDSCAPES HEALTHY
Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) Demonstration and Workshop
Western Science and Traditional Ecological Knowledge need each other to solve today’s crises. This hands-on immersion in the knowledge, sciences, and practices of
California Native peoples working to protect and restore their eco-cultural heritage
will focus especially on traditional food gathering and processing, and sophisticated,
time-tested land management practices. The workshop will be full of fun, food and
culture-bearers. We are particularly interested in engaging both Native and non-Native conservationists, scientists, NGOs, and governmental organizations seeking to
connect with TEK holders and Indigenous stewardship ethics to help refine their own
understanding of ecosystems and their land management systems. Co-hosted by Cara
Romero (Chemehuevi), Director of Bioneers’ Indigenous Knowledge Program; Tiffany
Adams (Miwok/Maidu/ Chemehuevi) and Leah Mata (Northern Chumash).
Location: TBA
Price: $195.00 includes transportation and lunch

b

Cara Romero
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Tiffany Adams

Leah Mata

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19TH
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Post-Conference Intensive 9:00am-5:00pm
© JA N MA NGA N

Open-pollinated heirloom corn from the Living Seed Company.

LIVING SEEDS
Tour and Seed Saving Workshop
Seeds are the genetic memory of the past and the biological potential for the future.
That collective heritage is a treasure that is being monopolized by multinational corporations; three companies now control almost 50% of the global seed supply. But the
good news is that seed stewardship at the grass roots is thriving through home-garden
seed savers, community seed libraries and ecologically minded seed entrepreneurs.
Become a seed steward, learn about the importance of adaptation, selection and seed
saving techniques. Tour the Petaluma Seed Bank, housed in the historical Sonoma
County Bank building. Visit The Living Seed Company trial garden located in an unspoiled spot bordering the Golden Gate Recreational Area in GMO-free Marin County.
Visit a small farm that is using locally grown and adapted seeds for market production.
Learn how to start a community seed lending library. Meet with Indigenous seed master Emigdio Ballon and hear his story of a life-long relationship with seeds and how
he is blending traditional agricultural principles and biodynamic farming. And enjoy a
seed to table lunch.
Presenters:
Matthew and Astrid Hoffman, Living Seed Company
Paul Wallace, Baker Heirloom Seeds
Rebecca Newburn, Richmond Seed Lending library
Emigdio Ballon, Tesuque Tribal Farm Manger
Arron Wilder, Table Top Farm
Sara McCamant, Ceres Project

Locations: Petaluma Seed Bank, Living Seed Company Trial Garden,
and Table Top Farms
Price: $195.00 includes transportation and lunch
Register at conference.bioneers.org
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POST- CONFERENCE INTENSIVE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 19TH
Post-Conference Intensive 9:00am-5:30pm

J. Miakoda Taylor

Rosa Gonzales

TRANSFORMING POWER DYNAMICS INTO
DYNAMIC POWER FOR MOVEMENT BUILDING
• How do we form effective alliances in the face of inequity and distrust?
• What’s possible when we stop perceiving power and privilege as
limited commodities?
• How do we transform rage/shame/discomfort/difference into
opportunities for trust building?
• What does it take to dynamically engage as a unified movement?

Join J. Miakoda Taylor, Director of Fierce Allies; Rosa Gonzales, Founder of Facilitating
Power; and a diverse team of movement building leaders, in this interactive workshop,
as we explore these questions and more.
Fierce Allies helps participants cultivate, in relatively brief time, potent
resources for staying in your body, in the room, in the conversation, and in
relationship when challenging issues or conflicts arise. These practices are an
essential yet often absent ingredient for leveraging the transformational fire
of fiercely honest dialogues across divides of power and other differences.
– NINA SIMONS, CO-FOUNDER, BIONEERS; FOUNDER, EVERYWOMAN’S LEADERSHIP

Are you organizing for climate justice or immigrant rights, a grassroots or labor union
organizer, crafting policy, mobilizing public opinion, protecting farm workers, transforming the cradle-to-prison pipeline, fighting for food/land sovereignty or sustainable agriculture, a funder, educating future leaders… Is movement building relevant to your work?
Draw on practices from Restorative Justice, Somatic Trauma Healing, Popular Education, Emotional and Social Intelligence, Indigenous Wisdom…
Participate. Interact. Question. Build skills. Connect. Impact. Be impacted. Expand
comfort zones. Seed fierce alliances.

b
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Location: Embassy Suites Hotel
Price: $125.00 includes lunch

Register at conference.bioneers.org

“[Bioneers] is the bloom of a whole new way of being on this Earth.
An invitation to Bioneers is an invitation to join your story, your
struggle with the many struggles. It’s an invitation to open your
heart and mind, to go further, to be braver. Bioneers is a Garden
of Re-Imagination, the green weaving of the story of survival.”
– EVE ENSLER, PLAYWRIGHT, FOUNDER V-DAY AND ONE BILLION RISING

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16
KEYNOTES AND
PERFORMANCES
9am-1pm
Drumming by Deb Lane & Afia Walking Tree
Opening Ceremony by Dean Hoaglin (Coast
Miwok), Suscol Intertribal Council
Opening Talks by Kenny Ausubel and Nina
Simons, Bioneers Founders

ANDY LIPKIS
Navigating Adaptation and Resilience as
Un-Sustainability Hits the Tipping Point
Introduction by Laurie Benenson, TreePeople
Board Member
As founder and President of L.A.’s legendary
TreePeople, Andy Lipkis has brought visionary
solutions to the once-poster child of municipal environmental dysfunction. Inventing the
citizen forestry movement and engaging hundreds of thousands of Angelenos, over decades
he has systematically demonstrated how to
repair and restore an urban watershed by integrating ecology, economy and justice. As L.A.’s
eco-governance model starts to spread globally, he will report from the front lines of the City
of Angels and Australia, which has engaged the
entire citizenry as watershed managers.

MALIK YAKINI
Food, Race and Justice

JENSINE LARSEN with SISTER ZEPH
Crowdsourcing the Feminine
Intelligence of the Planet
Introduction by Nina Simons, Bioneers
Co-Founder
World Pulse founder Jensine Larsen and Sister
Zeph, an award-winning Pakistani digital crusader for girls’ education, illustrate how their
global network is harnessing the power of
digital communication into a powerful force
for change by connecting women from more
than 190 countries – including those reaching
out using Internet cafés and cell phones from
remote rural areas and conflict zones. Jensine will share her personal journey building
World Pulse from a vision into a network now
impacting over 2 million lives. She and Sister
Zeph will show us how we can participate in
this soulful digital revolution to unleash the
true feminine intelligence of the planet.

Youth Leadership: JUNIOR WALK
Brower Youth Award Winner on Appalachian
resistance to the coal mining industry and
mountain-top removal.

ERIEL DERANGER
Reclaiming Our Indigeneity and Our
Place in Modern Society
Introduction by Clayton Thomas-Müller,
Idle No More
Eriel Deranger, a tireless, passionate activist for
the rights of Indigenous people, Communica-

Introduction by Greg Watson, Schumacher
Center
Malik Yakini, Executive Director of the Detroit
Black Community Food Security Network, will
explore how the current industrial food system that supplies most of our food creates inequities, based in part on the social construct
we call “race.” He will share wise perspectives
on addressing racism, thinking beyond the
logic of capitalism and how we might create a
more just, sustainable food system.

XIUHTEZCATL MARTINEZ &
ITZCUAUHTLI ROSKE-MARTINEZ
Youth Activist Hip-Hop Duo
Extraordinaire

This year’s Main Stage Art will be by renowned
Choctaw artist Marcus Amerman
Register at conference.bioneers.org
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2015
tions Coordinator of The Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN), a community of 1,200
people living downstream from the largest
industrial project on the planet, the Alberta
Tar Sands, has been on the frontlines of the
global fight against the ravages of fossil fuel
extraction. The ACFN’s resistance is a prime
example of Indigenous resurgence in Canada,
revealing how Indigenous peoples are shaking
up how we do and see things and pointing the
way forward for the protection, preservation
and future governance of Mother Earth.

TOM HAYDEN
Building Green Blocs and Justice:
California’s Game-Changing Climate
Leadership Model
Introduction by Kenny Ausubel, Bioneers
Co-Founder
As one of the nation’s greatest change-makers,
former California State Senator Tom Hayden
will describe the political evolution of California’s pace-setting clean energy economy as a
model for a Green Bloc of states nationally and
globally attempting to survive climate change
and build a 100% renewable energy future
without nuclear power. This requires a movement that takes the road of justice, serves the
needs of communities of color and labor, and
realigns the political parties away from the
funding and influence of the fossil fuel industry.

Lunchtime Performance
Northern California Native Dance Group
(Sun Stage)

WHAT IS COUNCIL?
The practice of council is both
ancient and modern, with roots
in many civilizations throughout the world as well as in
contemporary organizational
disciplines. As the shift hits the
fan, we need to act now and
shift our consciousness accordingly to negotiate the unknown
future. The collective wisdom
found in council is key to this
process. By removing the social
barriers that keep us separate,
council allows for the kind of
listening that brings instant recognition that we are all related.

b
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON
PROGRAMS 2:45-4:15pm
Lifting Women’s Voices in the Media:
Tools, Models and Practices

Join a diverse circle of women media-makers
to hear how each learned to trust her own
voice. They share stories and discuss effective
strategies that can be applied to lift the voices
of women of every age and perspective. Hosted by Jodie Evans, women’s media champion.
With: Jensine Larsen, founder of World Pulse;
Sister Zeph, Pakistani girls’ rights activist;
Nicole Middleton, Global Girls’ Media activist.

Food Justice:
Healthy Food Is A Basic Human Right
Inner cities such as Detroit are food deserts
with little or no access to fresh, healthy food.
Food justice visionaries Malik Yakini of the Detroit Black Food Security Network and Oran
Hesterman, President/CEO of the Fair Food
Network, share effective food justice strategies that incentivize low-resource communities to shop at farmers markets, support local
farmers, and develop their own urban farms
that provide jobs and access to fresh, locally
grown food. Hosted by Arty Mangan, Bioneers
Director of Restorative Food Systems.

The Carbon Economy Disruption:
Turning the Ship
All bets are off as climate shocks create a
“new abnormal” of a world. Can our fossil
fuel-based economy change course in time?
These climate leaders are suggesting how.
With: Michael Brune, Executive Director of
the Sierra Club; Atossa Soltani, founder/
Board President of Amazon Watch, Board
Chair of The Christensen Fund; Mark Schapiro, award-winning environmental journalist,
author of Carbon Shock: A Tale of Risk and Calculus on the Front Lines of the Disrupted Global
Economy.

What We Can Learn from Our Primate
Kin, from Women’s Leadership to Rights
for Nature: A Conversation with Roger
and Debbi Fouts
Groundbreaking primate researchers Roger
and Debbi Fouts founded Project Washoe as
the first successful initiative in which a nonhuman being acquired a human language
(American Sign Language). They conducted
40 years of research with a family of sign language-speaking chimpanzees, studying their
conversations and cultural transmission (a
story documented in their extraordinary 1996
bestseller Next of Kin). Their son Joshua Fouts,
Executive Director of Bioneers, will explore
with them the insights they’ve derived from

“Bioneers succeeds because it does exactly what life does:
It takes chances, ignores convention and constantly cross boundaries.
It is the true edge species of our time, the communal equivalent
of evolution happening before your ears and eyes.”
– PAUL HAWKEN, AUTHOR AND SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR,
CO-FOUNDER PROJECT DRAWDOWN

this astonishing interspecies journey, including surprising perspectives on female leadership, the rights of all species, and more.

Climate Change and Health
Climate change is the greatest health challenge
of the 21st century. Impacts range from heat
illness to asthma and changes in vector-borne
disease. It also threatens our food, air, water,
shelter and security. It disproportionately impacts the most vulnerable. As a huge purchaser of goods and energy, the health care sector
represents 16+% of the GDP and affords the
opportunity to redirect hospital practices and
purchases to diminish its impact on climate
change contributors. How can we prioritize
climate solutions that also support health and
equity? How can we promote more climate-resilient communities? With: Linda Rudolph,
MD, Director, Center for Climate Change and
Health; Barbara Sattler, RN, Dr.PH, professor
at the University of San Francisco School of
Nursing, founding member of the Alliance of
Nurses for Healthy Environments.

Scaling Up Climate Education
As public opinion regarding climate change finally begins to tip, we need to scale up climate
education rapidly. Join leading diverse voices
for a strategic conversation about the shape
and trajectory of climate change education in
the U.S. – what’s working, where the bright
spots are, what major challenges lie ahead.
With: Daniel Souweine, Director of the Climate Engagement Lab; Lisa Hoyos, founder of
Climate Parents; Vernard Williams, Associate
Program Director, Alliance for Climate Education (ACE); others TBA.

Indigenous Forum. Native Land Trusts:
Returning to a Land They Never Left
Across California, First Peoples are reclaiming
their roles as expert stewards of land, water
and resources through cooperative Native
land trust partnerships. These mechanisms
can help re-integrate traditional lifeways and
empower marginalized Native Californians.
Working with foundations, state parks and
conservationists seeking connection with
Traditional Knowledge holders and land-based
stewardship ethics, they’re blending tradition-

al and modern ecological and botanical sciences for optimal management strategies. With:
Beth Rose Middleton (Afro-Caribbean/Eastern European), Associate Professor of Native
American Studies at UC Davis; Valentin Lopez
(Amah Mutsun Tribal Band), Director of the
Mutsun Land Trust; Ken Holbrook (Maidu),
Maidu Summit Consortium Chairman; Matthew Leivas, Sr. (Chemehuevi), Native American Land Conservancy board member.

Youth Stepping Up to Leadership—
Strategies and Advice for Young Activists
2015 Brower Youth Award winners share stories, challenges and successful strategies for
environmental justice. Learn how to initiate
community environmental campaigns, rally
support and resources, and make real change
for a more sustainable future.

Cultivating Women’s Leadership (CWL)
Sampler and Reunion
Come and taste what CWL immersion retreats
have to offer, or join us to remember and meet
other great women alums. Bring your whole self,
and you’ll be warmly welcomed. With: Nina Simons, Bioneers & CWL co-founder; Rachel Bagby, CWL co-facilitator, singer, author, activist.

Council. Walking Water Story/Water
Song/Water Is Life: What Are We Going
To Do About It Now?
California is in its worst drought in recorded
history, while other regions have more precipitation than they can handle. The climate is
changing, and there is no alternative to water.
What can water teach us about resilience, connectivity and community? What is our relationship and responsibility to this source of life?
What can we do now? With: Ilarion Merculieff, Aleut traditional messenger; Sharon Shay
Sloan, council trainer and community steward.

Earth Connection Herb Walk
with Kami McBride
How do we tune in to the Earth for guidance
on how to partner with nature to live sustainably on our beloved planet? Come explore the
medicine under our feet as we practice some
simple, everyday ways of tuning in and listening to what Earth has to teach us.
Register at conference.bioneers.org
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SPECIAL YOUTH PROGRAMS
JUST US FOR FOOD JUSTICE On this one-day pre-conference event (Thursday,

10/15), young activists gather to develop leadership skills and build the
food justice movement. Facilitated by Gerardo Marin and Maya Salsedo of
Rooted in Community.
YOUTH ORIENTATION Thursday night before the conference, meet other

youth at Bioneers and join a small mentoring team to share, process and
explore your Bioneers experience with your peers and an experienced mentor from Weaving Earth. Dinner will be served.
LGBTQ ALLIANCE TALKING CIRCLE A safe space to be with allies and share

issues that pertain to your community in an open discussion facilitated by
Kristin Rothballer.
YOUTH OF COLOR CAUCUS What is the role of youth of color in the environ-

mental movement? Explore the connection between social justice and the
environmental crisis. Facilitated by Luisah Teish.
WISER TOGETHER CAFÉ: PARTNERING ACROSS GENERATIONS Interactive

sessions hosted by David Shaw of UC Santa Cruz’s Common Ground Center, and Dana Pearlman offer facilitated intergenerational dialogues and
“open space” sessions.
SINGING TREE COLLECTIVE MURAL PROJECT This youth-driven collaborative

mural project invites everyone to create her/his own messages celebrating
the Earth, unity and peace. Led by artist Laurie Marshall.
INTERACTIVE LIVING MANDALA ART PROJECT Seeds, flowers, gourds and

shells are your medium to create a large-scale collective art piece. Led By
Aaron Ableman.
DIGITAL STORYTELLING Synergia Learning Ventures’ Finding the Good Pro-

gram brings its Mobile Interactive Classroom, providing a space in which
youth can blog about their Bioneers experience in the computer lab, film interviews with speakers, and participate in the “Eyes of the Future” Project.
With Tom and Debra Weistar.

b

COMMUNITY OF MENTORS Activist youth seeking guidance have the daily op-

portunity to be in small-group mentoring sessions with Bioneers presenters.
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON
PROGRAMS 4:30-6:00pm
Climate Equity and the Path Towards
Real Climate Solutions: Not a Side Issue
Far from being “another issue” in the climate
change debate, climate justice and equity issues are not just reaching a tipping point –
they may well be the tipping point required to
achieve real and lasting climate agreements
and policy. With: Tom Hayden, Director of
the Peace and Justice Resource Center; Vien
Truong, Environmental Equity Director for the
Greenlining Institute; others TBA.

Re-Imagining Philanthropy:
Innovative Strategies
Today new generations of progressive philanthropists are generating innovative strategies
to redesign philanthropy and help create
lasting change through movement building,
collaborations and engaging youth philanthropists and women. With: Justin Winters,
Executive Director of the Leonardo DiCaprio
Foundation; Leah Hunt-Hendrix of Solidaire;
Jessica Houssian of Women Moving Millions;
Stuart Valentine of Centerpoint Investment
Strategies. Hosted by Joshua Fouts, Executive
Director of Bioneers.

Cuba’s Organic Agriculture:
Aberration or Model for the World?
Cuba had developed, out of necessity, the
most organic, sustainable agricultural system
of any country. Is that model replicable in other
parts of the world, or is it now likely to be overrun by industrial farming as ironically the easing
of tensions with the U.S. opens the island up
to the influx of capital and multinational corporate plutocrats? What can we learn from Cuba’s
food system, and what are the risks to Cuban
food security and sovereignty as its economic
isolation ends? With: Kevin Danaher, co-founder of Global Exchange and FairTradeUSA; Greg
Watson, former Massachusetts Secretary of
Agriculture; Eric Holt-Giménez, Executive Director, Food First.

Why the Wild?
Wilderness in the Anthropocene
In an era of climate change and sprawling
human development, how can we conserve,
manage and/or restore wilderness at scale?
And what does “wilderness” mean in an epoch almost completely dominated by human
activity? What role do wild places play, practically and spiritually? Hosted by Jason Mark,
Editor of the Earth Island Journal. With: Bruce
Hamilton, Deputy Executive Director of the
Sierra Club; Richard White, professor of environmental history at Stanford; others TBA.

Leading from the Feminine:
Multicultural Facets and Variances

What does it mean to bring the “feminine” forward in leadership, when explored from diverse
cultural perspectives? How might our differences help to inform our best learning and ways
forward? Hosted by Anneke Campbell, author,
activist. With: poet Noris Binet; Nikki Silvestri,
former Executive Director of Green for All and
The People’s Grocery; Pat McCabe, (Woman
Stands Shining), Diné (Navajo) artist/activist.

Healing Foods, Healthy Communities
Three food leaders share innovative strategies
that use food to heal individuals and communities. Hosted by Arty Mangan, Bioneers Director
of Restorative Food Systems. With: Cathryn
Couch, founder of Ceres, a youth empowerment project providing wholesome food to
community members with serious illnesses;
Lois Ellen Frank (Kiowa), brilliant chef and expert on Native American foods, working with
Diné (Navajo) communities to transform their
diets to help prevent and cure diabetes; Jesse
Cool, groundbreaking restaurateur and author
who has brought locally grown, organic food to
the patients’ menu at Stanford Hospital.

Indigenous Forum. “Rising Voices”
of Indigenous Peoples in the Global
Climate Conversation
The National Climate Assessment summarizes
the impacts of climate change on the U.S.,
now and in the future. The Indigenous Peoples
Climate Change Working Group will release
its most recent work and statements at the
UN level, as well as the Indigenous Climate
Assessment effort. With: Kalani Souza (Native Hawaiian), Executive Director of Olohana
Foundation; Paulette Blanchard (Absentee
Shawnee), activist/researcher; Bob Gough,
Secretary of Intertribal COUP; Tom Goldtooth
(Dakota/Diné), Director of the Indigenous Environmental Network.

Youth Leadership. Rising Youth for a
Sustainable Earth (RYSE) Organizing
Meeting
Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, youth activist and ecohip hop artist extraordinaire, leads an organizing meeting to explore how youth can play a
leadership role in the climate movement.

Caring for Ourselves,
Caring for the World
Through slow-paced, fun and interactive play,
we will open up the “Self-Care Wheel,” a map
of wholeness to help in those times when we
get out of balance in our service to the world.
With: Pele Rouge, FireHawk Hulin and Lana
Holmes of Timeless Earth Wisdom.
Register at conference.bioneers.org
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Oakland’s Destiny Arts Youth Performance Company on stage at Bioneers 2014.

Council. Mirror, Mirror: Urgency and
Transitions in a Time of Great Turning—
Personal Transformation, Activism and
Social Change
The elders are saying that we have no more
time to waste and that we must act now.
What do you love too much to lose? Is healing
ourselves part of environmental and social justice? What are the links between personal and
planetary healing and transformation? With:
Ilarion Merculieff, Aleut traditional messenger; Sharon Shay Sloan, council trainer and
community steward.

FRIDAY NIGHT
7:00-10:30pm
FILMS WITH FILMMAKERS
The Black Panthers,
Vanguard of the Revolution
In the 1960s when a new revolutionary culture was emerging, those seeking to radically transform the system believed change
was imminent. The Black Panther Party for
Self-Defense would, for a short time, put itself at the vanguard of that change. Whether
they were right or wrong, good or bad, more
than 40 years after its founding in Oakland,
the group and its leadership remain enduring
figures in our popular imagination. This new
feature documentary includes eyewitness accounts from the first members who joined the
organization, rank-and-file members, and the
voices of lawyers, journalists, scholars, police
officers, and former FBI agents. Directed by
Stanley Nelson. Sonya Childress of Firelight
Media will introduce the film. (113 minutes)

b
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For All The Marbles
Faced with the most urgent issue of our generation, climate change, a Salt Lake City carpenter decides to run for Congress in the 2014
election. We follow Bill Barron on his very
unique campaign trail, as he rides his bike 600
miles across the state of Utah to raise awareness and get out the vote! (Bill was inspired by
Bioneers to embark on this quest.) (13 minutes)

Beyond the Walls
This inspiring story shows how mural art on
walls around the world expresses the aspirations of embattled communities in such places as the West Bank, Northern Ireland, Liberia,
El Salvador, Argentina, Australia, and U.S. inner cities. A vivid and surprising exploration
of one of the most dynamic, inspiring and
under-reported artistic movements of our era.
With: Director and Executive Producer Gayle
Embrey. (40 minutes)

9:10pm
CAROLINE CASEY PERFORMANCE
Scheherazade Is the Earth: Inaugurating
Trickster’s Guiding Cultural Meta-Story
Scheherazade is the quintessential Compassionate Trickster Redeemer, animating the
power of the woman storyteller to liberate
all women, the land, and even the tyrant who
has hardened his heart. She guides us all to
wed the Earth. On this night, we cahoot with
the mythological ancestors for a rousing evening of astro*mytho*politico story. Animating, magnetizing, and spiraling forth into the
memosphere the irresistible all-inclusive invitation to a Renaissance of Reverent Ingenuity
Rising from the Rubble…

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17
KEYNOTES AND
PERFORMANCES
9am-1pm
Drumming by Deb Lane & Afia Walking Tree
Welcome by Kenny Ausubel & Nina Simons,
Bioneers Founders

LOUIE SCHWARTZBERG
Visual Healing – Short Film
The globally renowned master of nature-inspired films will show some of his latest work.

HENK OVINK
Water by Design
Introduction by Paul Vosbeek, founder of Real
NewEnergy
Henk Ovink, one of the world’s leading experts
on sustainable, resilient coastal infrastructure,
served as a Senior Advisor to the Hurricane
Sandy Rebuilding Task Force and is a leading
figure in the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure
and the Environment. He will share his vision
of how we must change our entire culture to
put water back into the center of our hearts
and minds if we are to cope effectively with
climate change, water crises, biodiversity loss,
ecosystem collapse, extreme weather events,
and myriad environmental, economic, and sociopolitical crises. He will illustrate how new
approaches to design and politics are at the
heart of a more resilient future.

SISTER SIMONE CAMPBELL
Community: Healing for the 21st
Century
Introduction by Reverend Canon Sally Grover
Bingham, Interfaith Power & Light
Sister Simone Campbell is a poet, social justice attorney, and one of the nation’s most influential faith-based progressive activists. She
led the famous 2012 “Nuns on the Bus” tour
to challenge Congressional budget proposals

“I am humbled to consider myself
a part of this community that
pursues a vision of interconnectedness and interbeing with other
movements in the global arena.”
– john a. powell,
DIRECTOR, HAAS INSTITUTE FOR A FAIR
AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETY, UC BERKELEY

i

that radically slashed programs for the poor.
She shares her vision of how we can heal our
divisions and differences, create a renewed
sense of community, and build a far more just,
peaceful, verdant and compassionate world.

DESTINY ARTS YOUTH PERFORMANCE
COMPANY
The beloved Oakland youth dance troupe
rocks the house every year.

BEN KNIGHT
Self-Organizing Community Democracy
for the Internet Age
Introduction by Matthew Monahan, Namaste
Foundation
Emerging in response to the need for a scalable way to make inclusive group decisions
during the Occupy movement in 2011, Loomio, an activist-driven tech co-op, developed an
open-source tool for democratic organizing
now used by 80,000 people in 93 countries.
Change-making communities, social movements and organizations have used it to make
more than 25,000 decisions. In this digital
world, Loomio is on a mission to empower
communities and organizations everywhere
to weave diverse perspectives into powerful
collective action.

Youth Leadership: LYNNEA SHUCK
Creator of Junior Refuge Ranger Program and
2014 Brower Youth Award Winner on National
Wildlife Refuges: Connecting Kids to Nature.

RINKU SEN
Both/And/All: Environmentalism and
Racial Justice
Introduction by Nina Simons
Rinku Sen is one of the most dynamic and
influential social, racial and gender justice activists of our time, among the nation’s most
effective voices for inclusion and human
rights. She’s also a cutting-edge journalist, author and researcher. She will share her vision
of how our era demands of us that we simultaneously face and address our completely intertwined ecological and social justice crises,
while we learn how to do it without losing our
minds, our friends…or our fights.

PAUL HAWKEN
Project Drawdown
Introduction by Kenny Ausubel
One of the most important thought leaders,
activists and entrepreneurs of our era will
illuminate the groundbreaking Project Drawdown. It’s the first systematic attempt to do
the math on the most effective climate solutions and technologies that already exist, and
the impact they would have if they scaled in a
Register at conference.bioneers.org
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rigorous manner over the next 30 years. This
coalition of NGOs, academics, scholars, scientists, businesses and government agencies
has come together to measure the impact of
100 substantive solutions to mitigating carbon emissions to determine if, when and how
we can achieve a year-to-year drawdown in
the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere.
The news is good.

1:15pm-2:30pm
Lunchtime Performance
Trashion Show with Truckee High’s Envirolution Club (Sun Stage)

SATURDAY AFTERNOON
PROGRAMS 2:45-4:15pm
Racing Up Your Movement
Three national leaders reveal how their organizations and allies asserted a race frame on
movements that were predominantly white.
From stories about shifting the movements
for good food, reproductive rights and media
reform, we’ll learn principles and gather ideas
for research, leadership development and
communications to blast through resistance
to a race frame. Hosted by Rinku Sen. With:
Malkia Cyril, Executive Director of the Center for Media Justice; Saru Jayaraman, Co-Director/founder, ROC United; Mateo Nube,
co-founder of the Movement Generation Justice & Ecology Project.

“The Bioneers community has
had a significant impact on my
work. Every time I go, I learn
something and invariably
find a few gems.”
– MICHAEL POLLAN, AUTHOR, “THE
OMNIVORE’S DILEMMA”

Water Wizards: Designing Resilient
Infrastructure and Communities for
Climate Instability
In a truly historic event, Andy Lipkis and Henk
Ovink, two of the planet’s leading water and
infrastructure visionaries, come together for
the first time to share their insights about how
we can retrofit our cities, coasts, and regions
so that our communities can survive and
thrive even in the “new abnormal” of extreme
storms, floods and droughts. Part of the solution is also engaging everyone and soliciting
great innovative ideas.
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Digital Media: Collaboration and
Movement Building in a Data-Driven
Society

To have any chance of success, highly creative,
collaborative uses of new forms of digital
media must be a cornerstone of any strategy
for progressive social and environmental
movements. Four leading innovators in this
domain share their insights. Hosted by Matthew Monahan, Namaste Foundation. With:
Ben Knight, co-founder of Loomio; Edward
West, co-founder of Impact Hub Oakland and
Hylo social network; Ingrid Sanders, founder
of PopExpert, a crowd-sourced, communitydriven platform.

Carbon Farming: Soil Not Oil
Sequestering soil carbon is a critically important way to mitigate climate change. Hosted by
John Roulac, founder and CEO of the groundbreaking organic superfood company, Nutiva.
With: rancher John Wick, co-founder of the
exemplary Marin Carbon Project, developing
ways to increase durable carbon on his grazed
grassland while increasing biodiversity and soil
fertility and capturing the scientific data.

Green Chemistry and Biomimicry in
STEM Education: Interdisciplinary
Approaches to Bringing Sustainability
Into the Classroom
The seminal co-founder of Green Chemistry John Warner and his esteemed partner
green chemistry educator Amy Cannon are
co-founders of the groundbreaking green
chemistry education non-profit Beyond Benign. They’ll show how the combination of
green chemistry and biomimicry in the STEM
curriculum provides a unique opportunity to
inspire students to make connections with
the natural world and to use that inspiration to become creators of truly sustainable
products and processes. They’ll focus on
techniques and resources for adopting green
chemistry and biomimicry throughout educational systems, highlighting K-12 and higher
education programs aimed at transforming
STEM education.

The Art of Empathy: Honoring Your
Emotional Ecosystem
Empathy is possibly our most essential skill,
yet many of us trip over it because we weren’t
taught how it works. Karla McLaren, a pathfinding educator, researcher and author, draws
from four decades of extensive empathic experience with current insights from neuroscience,
social science, the arts, and healing traditions
to show us how we can become healthier, happier, and far more effective in the world by cultivating our empathic presence.

i
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Rethink “reuse and recycle” at the 2015 Trashion Show, Saturday, 1:15pm on the Sun Stage.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND FEATURES
CAROLINE CASEY performance, Friday night, 9:10pm
SEED EXCHANGE Trade open-pollinated, heirloom, traditional and organic

seeds with hard-core seedheads. Saturday: 6:30pm
ORGANIC VALLEY “GrassUp! For Good Health” event: See Sunday 4:30pm
TRASHION SHOW! Truckee High’s Envirolution Club steals the show every

year, turning trash into high fashion with a serious environmental message. Saturday, lunchtime, Sunstage
STUDENT ECO-ART EXHIBITION curated by WEAD (Women Environmental

Artists Directory) in the Exhibit Hall
More on-site art and green tech displays than ever!

Indigenous Forum. Native Appropriations:
Why Representations Matter
How do we challenge and transform racist
stereotypes and stop the appropriation of
Indigenous cultures? With: Adrienne Keene,
Ph.D., (Cherokee), Postdoctoral Fellow in Native Studies at Brown University, creator of
the “Native Appropriations” blog; Jessica Metcalfe, Ph.D., (Turtle Mountain Anishinaabe),
founder and CEO of “Beyond Buckskin,” an
expert forum for the discussion of representations of Native peoples, including stereotypes,
cultural appropriation, news and activism.

Youth Leadership. The Power of Our
Food Choices
Come explore how food connects us to our environment, our community, and our own health

with an intergenerational team from Ceres, a
youth empowerment program that provides
healthy meals for community members with
serious illness.

Hear Ye! Sing Ye! Lend Earth Your
(R)Evolutionary Voices
What if the music of our fully connected
heart-minds and voices can galvanize humanity’s creativity to successfully address climate
challenges? Award-winning performance artist, leadership muse, consultant and founder
of Choral Earth, Rachel Bagby waves an exhilarating array of improvisational wands –
including Dekaaz, a 10-syllable dynamo – to
help you catch and use the actionable “aha’s”
that arise from collaborating vocally to activate our dreams of positive change.
Register at conference.bioneers.org
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“I love Bioneers! I come because
I learn so much. I draw on
what I learn here all year long.
I also come to see friends and
network and do movement
building because this is the
place to make it happen.”
– ANNIE LEONARD, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, GREENPEACE USA,
AND PRODUCER-DIRECTOR,
“THE STORY OF STUFF”

Council. It’s all alive/It’s all connected/
It’s all intelligent/It’s all relatives:
Engaging Difficult Dialogues and Creating
Strong Alliances and Partnerships across
Spectrums of Difference
Conflicts in worldviews and the stories and
myths of our times have contributed to imbalances in the human-nature relationship,
resulting in losses for all. What does nature
need and how can difficult dialogues help
restore the balance, now? With: Ilarion Merculieff, Aleut traditional messenger; Sharon
Shay Sloan, council trainer and community
steward. Bioneers of all ages invited.

Medicines and Wild Edibles:
Herbwalk with Autumn Summers
Learn how to sustainably gather and use California poppy, catttail, grindelia and many other local plants, as we explore the landscape
around the Marin Center. We are surrounded
by medicines and wild foods if we know what
to look for.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON
PROGRAMS 4:30-6:00pm
Spirit in Action: How Spirituality Can
Transform Social Movements
Can spirituality help people become more
effective in working for social justice in our
fractured world? How can spirituality sustain
our courage, commitment, and energy – and
perhaps our ability to collaborate – through
the long arc of the work towards social equity
and environmental health? Hosted by Jakada
Imani, Director of the Center for Spiritual and
Social Transformation at the Pacific School
of Religion. With: Sister Simone Campbell;
Brenda Salgado, East Bay Meditation Center;
Gerardo Omar Marin (Anahuaca), Co-Director, Rooted in Community Youth Food Sovereignty and Indigenous Leadership.
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Project Drawdown
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How can we achieve a year-to-year drawdown
in the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere? Learn about the first truly systematic
attempt to weigh the most effective existing
solutions and technologies, and what we can
do for them to be scaled up over the next
30 years. With: Paul Hawken and Amanda
Ravenhill, Executive Director, Project Drawdown; others TBA.

The Healing Potential of Psychedelics:
Breakthroughs in Research
After decades of the repression and demonization of these substances, research trials
around the country have been achieving remarkable results that validate the profound
healing potential of psychedelics such as
psilocybin and MDMA. Mounting evidence
suggests they positively address such varied
conditions as end-of-life anxiety, PTSD, and
cluster headaches. Hosted by J.P. Harpignies,
Bioneers Conference Associate Producer.
With: Robert Barnhart, filmmaker of A New
Understanding: The Science of Psilocybin (screening at Bioneers); Philip Wolfson, M.D., leading
MDMA researcher; Mitch Schultz, director of
the film DMT: The Spirit Molecule.

Curbing Corporate Power to Develop a
Just Food System
Although powerful global corporations and
their allies are trying to undermine progress
toward sustainable and just food systems,
unexpected collaborations among labor,
women’s rights activists, family farmers and
environmentalists are innovating strategies
and alliances to assure a new course for our
food systems. Hosted by Joann Lo, Executive
Director, Food Chain Workers Alliance. With:
Saru Jayaraman, Co-Director/founder, ROC
United; Sriram Madhusoodanan, Value [the]
Meal Director at Corporate Accountability International; Katherine Ozer, Executive Director, National Family Farm Coalition.

Integral Leadership that Reclaims the
Feminine: A Whole System Experience
Join us to interactively explore the power of
bringing our human wholeness into leadership
with an embodied experience of a map that illuminates healthy relationship to our selves, each
other, and Mother Earth. With: Nina Simons,
Bioneers Everywoman’s Leadership founder;
Clare Dakin, founder of TreeSisters; Nikki Silvestri, BALLE fellow and former Executive Director of Green for All and The People’s Grocery.

Aligning Profits with the Public Good:
The Future of Impact Investing
How can investment choices and strategies

i

truly move the needle on large-scale change?
Four leading entrepreneur/investors working
to reinvent and re-imagine impact investing
share strategies and projects. Hosted by Darian Rodriguez Heyman, founder of the Craigslist Foundation. With: Silda Wall Spitzer,
New World Capital, which invests primarily in
green technologies; James Joaquin, co-founder of the venture capital firm Obvious Ventures; Catlin Powers of Sol Source, inventor,
Research Fellow at Harvard’s Center for Health
and the Global Environment.

SATURDAY NIGHT

Indigenous Forum. Idle No More—
Bay Area to Tar Sands: A History of
the Movement

BIONEERS AWARDS AND BENEFIT
DINNER

The fastest growing Indigenous resistance
ever to industrial exploitation, Canada’s Idle
No More movement has gone global. These
leading Indigenous campaigners share its
successful strategies and show how you can
participate. With: Clayton Thomas-Müller
(Mathias Colomb Cree), Idle No More, Indigenous rights activist, Bioneers Board; Eriel
Deranger, Communications Manager of the
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation; Pennie
Opal Plant (Yaqui, Mexican, English, Choctaw,
Cherokee), Bay Area Idle No More.

Youth Leadership. Poetry Slam—
Words Matter
Young poets share their original work and compete for prizes as the audience determines the
winner – always a rousing and inspiring event.
Hosted by Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, 15, eco-rapper extraordinaire and Youth Director of Earth
Guardians.

Cultivating Dynamic Power, Catalyzing
the Movement
What if we stop perceiving power and privilege as limited commodities? How do we collaborate in ways that generate dynamic power
and create win-win strategies? Join J. Miakoda
Taylor, Founding Director of Fierce Allies, in
this interactive exploration. (See page 8)

Council. Remembering the Sacred
Masculine & Sacred Feminine:
The Head to the Heart, the
Longest Journey Ever Made
Many say the most important work in these
times is to place the mind in service of the
heart, yielding heart-centered action. What do
you know you need to do in this time? Each of
us carries aspects of the sacred masculine and
feminine within. How are these related? With
Ilarion Merculieff, Aleut traditional messenger; Sharon Shay Sloan, council trainer and
community steward.

6:30pm

Seed Exchange
Acquire new seed varieties for your garden,
swap your seeds and learn from master seed
savers. Hosted by: Occidental Arts and Ecology Center, The Living Seed Company, Richmond Seed-Lending Library, Sustainable
Seed Company, and Tesuque Tribal Farm.

7:30pm

We’re bringing back the popular Bioneers
Awards Dinner! Join Kenny Ausubel, Nina Simons, Joshua Fouts and the Bioneers community for the mythic meal of Native American
master chef-educator-activist Lois Ellen Frank,
plus a rowdy celebration to honor several true
Bioneers heroes and sheroes. Separate admission: $50

7:00-10:30pm

FILMS WITH FILMMAKERS
A New Understanding:
The Science of Psilocybin
This powerful documentary features groundbreaking FDA-approved research on the medical potential of psilocybin, conducted by
leading doctors at UCLA, New York University,
and John’s Hopkins University, and funded by
The Heffter Research Institute. The significant
positive results of the Phase 2 studies have
been published in top-tier peer-reviewed psychiatric journals, and reported by Michael Pollan in The New Yorker. With: filmmaker Robert
Barnhart. (60 minutes)

Finding the Gold Within
This film follows six black men from Akron,
Ohio, who all participated since 6th grade in an
innovative program that gives young people a
chance to grow into self-knowledge, discipline
and confidence, through the challenges and
tests they face during their first years of college. Each of them is determined to disprove
society’s stereotypes and low expectations.
The film explores America’s historically embedded fear of “blackness” and probes what it
means to be young, black and male. Introduced
by Director Karina Epperlein. (92 minutes)

9:30pm – Midnight
Dance Party with DJ Hey Man!
(Power to the Peaceful)

With MC Radio Active (The New Wage) and
special guests; featuring a special performance by Liberation Movement.
Register at conference.bioneers.org
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“It may be impossible to come to Bioneers and not be inspired.
As we design a future that is truly sustainable, an essential
ingredient is the integrated spirit of creativity, aspiration,
innovation, and optimism that is Bioneers. I can always count
on Bioneers to make me stronger for having been there.”
– PAUL ANASTAS, CO-FOUNDER OF GREEN CHEMISTRY

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
KEYNOTES AND
PERFORMANCES
9am-1pm
Drumming by Deb Lane & Afia Walking Tree
Welcome by Kenny Ausubel & Nina Simons,
Bioneers Founders

SHANNON DOSEMAGEN
Open-Source Development of Tools for
Community Science
Introduction by Joshua Fouts, Bioneers Executive Director
Shannon Dosemagen will describe how communities worldwide are being equipped to use
new tools to redefine expertise and mobilize
local intelligence to protect public health and
ecosystems. As co-founder/President of the
multiple award-winning New Orleans-based
Public Laboratory for Open Technology and
Science, she helped launch the Public Lab in
response to the BP oil spill. Today it’s a groundbreaking platform and resource for citizen
science environmental activism nationally and
internationally.

FANIA DAVIS
Restorative Justice’s Promise: Helping Us
Re-Invent What it Means to be Human
Introduction by Cameron Simmons, Youth Advocate, Restorative Justice for Oakland Youth
Drawing on her lifetime of social justice activism, Fania Davis depicts the essence of Restorative Justice, an emerging approach that
seeks to move us from an ethic of separation,
domination, and extreme individualism to one
of collaboration, partnership, and interrelatedness. Rooted in Indigenous views of justice and
healing, this rapidly expanding global movement invites us to make a radical shift from either-or, right-wrong, and us-versus-them ways
of thinking. It seeks to midwife an evolutionary
shift beyond domination, discord, and devastation, toward healing, wholeness, and holiness
with one another and all creation.
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MICHAEL MEADE with
JOHN DENSMORE
How Your Unique Genius Can Help Heal
Nature and Culture
Introduction by Nina Simons
Legendary storyteller, author, and scholar of
mythology, anthropology and psychology,
Michael Meade will show why we desperately
need to awaken the genius within each of us –
not only to achieve personal fulfillment, but to
have any hope of addressing our global crises,
restore the natural world, and heal our culture.
Accompanied by John Densmore, legendary
drummer of The Doors, he will weave storytelling, performance, mythology and street savvy.

Youth Leadership: TBA
ADRIANNA QUINTERO
Re-imagining the Environmentalist
Introduction by Kenny Ausubel
Adrianna Quintero, a Senior Attorney at the
NRDC and founder/Executive Director of
Voces Verdes, says that if we want to have any
chance of succeeding in securing a healthy
future and a livable planet, it’s time to re-imagine the environmentalist. All of us have a connection to nature, and we need to embrace
a new vision that reflects the realities of our
time and the growing diversity in our country.
As the U.S. moves toward being a minority
majority nation and the Latino population
asserts its very high commitment to environmental concerns, more and more of us need
to feel welcomed and a part of the movement—even if we’ve never been on a hike.

KIM STANLEY ROBINSON
Rethinking Our Relationship to the
Biosphere: A Utopian Vision of A New
Economic Paradigm
Introduction by J.P. Harpignies, Bioneers
Associate Producer
The coming century requires that we rethink
and restructure our relationship with our planet to avoid endangering the integrity of the
biosphere and risking the end of human civilization. This means reforming our economic
system, which uses a market and trade system
that systemically under-prices and degrades

both people and the natural world. How can
we change that, and what would it look like
if we did? One of the great visionary science
fiction writers of our era will draw from his decades of work and thinking on this question
to sketch a utopian but deeply informed and
cogent scenario of a new economy for the
coming decades.

Closing Performance TBA

1:15pm-2:30pm
Lunchtime Performance
Audiopharmacy featuring Ras K’Dee (Dry
Creek Pomo) and Dancing Earth Dance
Company featuring Rulan Tangen (Metis)
(Sun Stage).

© REPU BLIC OF LIGHT

FAMILY FAIR
Bioneers is creating a unique learning-and-play program for families with
kids to enjoy together with fun educational activities, carnival games, butter making, farm animals, nature walks and musical performances. Take
part in biomimicry and green chemistry projects, explore the Gallinas Creek
watershed and learn how nature inspires design. Kids under 12 admitted
for free when accompanied by an adult with a conference registration.
Saturday and Sunday only.

FAMILY FAIR ACTIVITIES
Green Chemistry by Beyond Benign. With green chemistry education leader
Amy Cannon, experience how scientists and engineers are deriving inspiration from nature to create the next generation of products and processes
to solve environmental problems. Make your own solar cell using blackberries! Explore interactive tables and stations and learn how to create your
own materials using renewable resources.
Biomimicry Education. Explore the Gallinas Creek watershed with the Coastal Redwood Biomimicry Network, identify flora and fauna and learn how
nature inspires design.
Organic Valley’s Country Fair with games, crafts such as butter making, and
a honeybee display! Whoa!!
A Nature Walk in the adjacent wetlands with Vida Verde, an inspiring nature-based outdoor education program to awaken wonder, curiosity and
connection.
A musical performance and sing-along. Hosted by Aaron Ableman, creator
of the award-winning children’s ecological musical, Pacha’s Pajamas.
Check conference.bioneers.org for more Family Fair Activities!
Register at conference.bioneers.org
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This is kind of a seasonal migration ceremony, Bioneers. If we were
migrating birds, this would be our staging ground, where we come and
talk about what we hatched this year and what breeding was like.
– JANINE BENYUS, AUTHOR, FOUNDER BIOMIMICRY INSTITUTE

Herbwalk with Tellur Fenner
Owner/Director of the Blue Wind Botanical
Medicine Clinic and Education Center in
Ukiah, CA.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON
PROGRAMS 2:45-4:15pm
The Vanguard of the Design Science
Revolution
Brilliant leaders from some of the most innovative, groundbreaking design-focused NGOs
on the planet illustrate how they are helping
accelerate the global revolution in sustainable
design. With: Elizabeth Thompson, Executive
Director, Buckminster Fuller Institute; Shannon Dosemagen, Public Laboratory for Open
Technology and Science; Eric Corey Freed, VP
of Global Outreach at the International Living
Futures Institute; a representative of the Biomimicry Institute.

Awakening Genius in Your Life
If people are to find creative ways of living
together and healing both culture and nature, the awakening of individual genius may
be the deepest and most imaginative way to
approach the seemingly impossible tasks that
face contemporary cultures. With: Michael
Meade and John Densmore.

Nature, Science, Writing, and the Future
of Humankind
Two celebrated writers hold a free-range conversation about humanity’s embeddedness
in nature. Although they work in radically different genres, they’re both among our most
insightful thinkers, and both deeply scientifically literate and profoundly elegant stylists.
Hosted by J.P. Harpignies, Bioneers Associate
Producer. With: Kim Stanley Robinson, renowned science-fiction author; Alison Hawthorne Deming, poet, professor, one of the
nation’s greatest writers on the natural world,
whose most recent book is Zoologies: On Animals and the Human Spirit.

b

Climate Strategies from the Ground Up
Four extraordinary women leaders share their
perspectives on how to break through the
stalemates that impede progress to build a
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world in which we can all thrive. They work
in different spaces – from challenging governments and corporations to defending Indigenous people’s rights, education reform,
movement building and investing in green
businesses. With: Eriel Deranger, Communications Manager of the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation; Adrianna Quintero, Senior
Attorney with the Natural Resources Defense
Council and founder/Director of Voces Verdes;
Annie Leonard, Executive Director of Greenpeace USA; Christiana Wyly, Executive Director of Food Choice Taskforce, Director of My
Plate Planet initiative.

Youth Restorative Justice Leaders in
Oakland Stepping Up
This youth-facilitated workshop will share
stories of how Oakland youth are transforming their own lives and making an impact on
public policy in Oakland through Restorative
Justice. Through storytelling, we’ll also explore
the role and dimensions of promising youthadult partnerships that effectively promote
youth agency and have allowed youth to
assume the role of advisors and consultants
to the mayor, police officials, youth organizations, and Oakland Unified School District.
This workshop will utilize elements of restorative circles, fishbowl, and other interactive
and creative modes of facilitation. With: Oakland youth and adult allies.

Art as a Vehicle for Social Change:
Edge-Walking
In times of strife, how can art serve as a
healthy catalyst for positive transformation?
Join San Francisco City Art Commissioner Dorka Keehn in a conversation about the frontlines of cultural revolution. With: Favianna
Rodriguez, a renowned transnational interdisciplinary artist and cultural organizer focused
on social change; David Thigpen, public policy
analyst, journalist and culture critic, Research
Affiliate at the Institute for the Future and
Lecturer at UC Berkeley, studying informal
creativity as an urban development tool.

Indigenous Forum. Urban Native Food
Justice and Revitalization
Urban Native youth working with The Cultural
Conservancy’s (TCC) Native Foodways Pro-

gram share their experiences in food justice,
organic farming, and the revitalization of native foodways. Hosted by Lois Ellen Frank (Kiowa), Native American master chef and food
educator. With: Kaylena Bray (Seneca), Coordinator of TCC’s Foodway Program; Native interns Trevor Ware (Caddo-Kiowa-Lenape) and
Quinton Cabellon (Yokut). Includes screening
of a new, short documentary film about Bay
Area urban Native youth reclaiming their Indigenous foods, identities, and health.

Youth Leadership. Open Mic
Bring your stories, songs, poems, issues, jokes
and ideas to share. This is your chance to take
the stage and be heard.

Reinstating the Feminine
and Our Right To Thrive
Experience an embodied and ancient way to
remember the living system of our human
wholeness – a way of being that is balanced,
regenerative and resonates with intuitive
knowing while bringing alignment with nature and informed action. With: Clare Dakin,
founder of TreeSisters.

Council. Modern Family and
Intergenerational Collaboration—
Youngers, Middlers, Elders & All: Love
Beyond Boundaries in the 21st Century
As former constructs of gender and family
change, what are the new faces of family in
our world, and how do we nourish the bonds of
community? What new stories and social structures are needed to support resilience in love,
sexuality, partnership, and parenthood? With:
Ilarion Merculieff, Aleut traditional messenger;
Sharon Shay Sloan, council trainer and community steward. Bioneers of all ages invited.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON
PROGRAMS 4:30-6:00pm
Greening Corporate Behavior:
The “Good Cop/Bad Cop” Strategy
What’s the most effective way for eco and
social justice activists to change the behavior of corporations: intense outside pressure,
working on the “inside,” or a combination of
the two? Leaders from some of the planet’s
most effective NGOs seeking to alter corporate behaviors engage in a dynamic forthright
discussion. Hosted by J.P. Harpignies, Bioneers Conference Associate Producer. With:
Annie Leonard, Executive Director of Greenpeace USA; Lindsey Allen, Executive Director
of Rainforest Action Network (RAN); Danna
Pfahl, VP of Stakeholder Engagement at the
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Future 500; Leila Salazar-Lopez, Executive
Director of Amazon Watch; and Ryan Honeyman, author of The B Corp Handbook.

Indigenous Forum. Creating Resilience
through Revitalizing Traditional Systems
We’ll explore the importance of basing community design on Indigenous knowledge and
relationships, and how Indigenous ways of
learning can be a key to climate adaptation.
Tohono O’odham Community Action (TOCA)
and the Tohono O’odham Youth Group will
show how they’ve empowered youth to build
a successful, sustainable tribal food system
through the “New Generation of O’odham
Farmers” program. Sustainable Nations, which
works to re-engage traditional knowledge as
the base for Indigenous water, energy, and
housing infrastructure, runs national training
and development projects and the new Tucson Indigenous Adobe Initiative. With: Terrol
Johnson, Executive Director, Tohono O’odham
Community Action (TOCA); PennElys Droz,
Ph.D., (Anishinaabe), Executive Director of
Sustainable Nations and a group of Native
youth presenters.

Marin County Town Hall Meeting
Join Marin County Supervisors, the Environmental Forum of Marin and Marin Link
in a county-wide discussion on Marin’s ongoing commitment to a climate resilient future.  We’ll take an integrated look at local
climate resiliency through the overlapping
lenses of climate change mitigation and preparedness efforts. Longtime leaders in sustainable agriculture, Marin land managers are
becoming go-to sources for carbon sequestration techniques. With beautiful and extensive
ocean and bay front shorelines in an era of
rising seas, Marin has a coastal resilience leadership opportunity just waiting to emerge.
Speakers TBA.

Organic Valley “GrassUP! For Good
Health” Special Event
2015 is the International Year of Soils, and
what better way to celebrate than by exploring the critical role soil plays in a healthy food
system! Bioneers is honored to partner with
organic and cooperative leader Organic Valley
to bring a “GrassUP! for good health” event to
Bioneers this year. Join leading experts for dynamic conversation, delicious food and drink,
informative displays, and cool presentations on
soil, pasture, nutrition, climate, pollinators and
seeds. Come ready to discuss fresh solutions
for a sustainable food future, and learn ways
we can all take action to protect a precious and
powerful, nonrenewable resource: SOIL!

Register at conference.bioneers.org
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“The Bioneers Conference… not
only gave me a glimpse of my
ideal career, but it also presented
an atmosphere ripe with support
and opportunity. Because of the
conference, I now have my foot in
the door of the White House and
a toe in the ocean of my future.”
– JAKE KORNACK,
2014 BIONEERS YOUTH SCHOLAR

THE JOHN MOHAWK SCHOLARSHIP FUND
“LIFE-CHANGING.” THAT’S WHAT WE HEAR CONSTANTLY FROM OUR ELECTRIFIED
conference scholarship recipients. They’re diverse young and emerging leaders, educators,
students, community leaders, activists, women leaders, and low-income change-makers who
can participate only because of your financial support.
Growing the movement means having the right people in the room. As a community of leadership committed to diversity and inclusion, we cannot afford not to have their voices present.
In 2014, you helped bring a record 357 scholarship recipients from all over the country, including 65 Indigenous youth. Twenty percent of attendees were youth. Thank you!! We also thank
the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians for their generous support of Indigenous youth.

Let’s pay it forward to grow this community of leadership with the
power of 400 scholarships and 400 discounted tickets this year!
)

YOUTH will engage in skill sharing, leadership development, interactive
workshops, networking and project collaborations.

)

EDUCATORS and STUDENTS will access critically needed sustainability
materials and peer-to-peer learning to integrate them into annual lesson
plans and educational resources.

b
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INDIGENOUS recipients will connect with leaders, youth and elders from
tribal nations all over the country and world, and network with non-Native
allies to grow the movement.
Donate at bioneers.org/john-mohawk-scholarship-fund

Register at conference.bioneers.org
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SCHOLARSHIPS —
Pay It Forward
Grow the Movement

“I first came to Bioneers at 17 on a
scholarship. In 2010, I had been running
the One World Youth Project for 6 years
and was asked to present a plenary.
OWYP is now 10 years old and thriving!
Bioneers informed, strengthened, and
helped make possible the journey
of our work. Thank you, Bioneers!”
– JESS RIMINGTON, FOUNDER & FORMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ONE WORLD YOUTH
PROJECT, 2004, 2006 BIONEERS SCHOLAR

)

WOMEN of diverse backgrounds and generations will build relationships with top
environmental and social justice leaders.

)

ELDER LEADERS will interact and engage in co-mentoring relationships with young
leaders that last well beyond the conference, perhaps for a lifetime.

Your gift will not only change lives, it may change the course of history. Please invest generously
in the diversity and inclusion of the Bioneers community.
)

$750 covers a full 3-day youth scholarship

)

$500 covers a 2-day youth scholarship

)

$100 helps us offer a discounted ticket to a teacher, student, senior,
or other change maker with limited funds

)

$50 provides three days of healthy meals for a youth scholar

Every gift, of any amount, makes a difference, because as a community we are pooling our
resources to support one another.
If you are a new donor to Bioneers, you can double your money! The Pond Foundation
is making a $25,000 matching grant to the Scholarship Fund, and half of it is for new
donors to Bioneers to match!
It’s easy to give—just add a scholarship gift when you register for the conference online!
Other ways to make your tax-deductible gift to the John Mohawk Bioneers Conference
Scholarship Fund: conference.bioneers.org/scholarship or call 1-877-BIONEER
Register at conference.bioneers.org
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The Bioneers conference does not make money and ticket sales don’t cover the costs. And
compared to any other remotely comparable event, it’s a bargain.
Our goal is to have the “right people” in the room – including countless change-makers, youth
and low-income people. They simply cannot afford that higher price.

When you pay full price—or pay it forward by adding a scholarship gift—you’re directly supporting participation by worthy change-makers with very limited funds. It’s about Return on
Engagement and building the movement. A great investment!
Thank you for your generosity and your support! Please pay it forward if you can.

Early Bird Registration ends on August 15, 2015, and gives a nearly 50% discount.
Register early and be sure to book your hotel too (conference.bioneeers.org/lodging).
All-Day Keynote Passes
Access to all conference events (unless otherwise noted). Available online throughout the
conference and for walk-up purchases at check-in.

3-day Pass
•
•
•
•

Full Price—$750
Corporate Early Bird—$700 ($750 after August 15)
Nonprofit/ Government Early Bird—$445 ($495 after August 15)
Individual Early Bird—$425 ($475 after August 15)

1-day Pass
•
•
•
•

Full Price—$250
Corporate Early Bird—$225 ($250 after August 15)
Nonprofit/Government Early Bird—$200 ($225 after August 15)
Individual Early Bird—$175 ($200 after August 15)

w

Afternoon passes will be available on site each day for access to afternoon and evening
sessions (unless otherwise noted) after 1:30pm. Keynotes not included.

Bioneers Awards and Benefit Dinner
Saturday night, 7:30pm. This popular celebration and benefit will sell out, so get your tickets
early! Separate from Bioneers Conference admission. Price—$50

Student, Educator & Senior Limited Income Rates
Bioneers offers a limited number of special-rate tickets to students, educators and seniors with
limited incomes until September 30th, 2015 (or until limit is reached).
Please consider taking advantage of Early Bird prices to keep these tickets available for others.
• Limited Income 3-Day Pass—$275
• Limited Income 1-Day Pass—$105

Scholarship Gifts
We invite you to check the box to offer whatever amount you can toward helping get the right
people in the room!

Youth & Education Groups
Bioneers offers reduced rates to limited numbers of groups of youth, students, and educators.
Apply on the conference website or email youth@ bioneers.org.

Pre- & Post-Conference Intensives (see pages 5-8 for full details)
• Building Green Blocs: Collaborative Climate Policy Innovations—$195
• Acorns, Elderberries and Pine Nuts: How to Keep Our Cultural Landscapes Healthy
Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) Demonstration and Workshop—$195
• Living Seeds Tour and Workshop—$195
• Transforming Power Dynamics Into Dynamic Power for Movement Building—$125

b
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Continuing Education Credits

Bioneers works with partners to provide CEUs. Visit conference.bioneers.org for details later
this summer.

How To Register
Visit conference.bioneers.org to register online by credit card. To pay by check, download a
registration form online and mail your registration with payment (see address on back cover), or
email registration@bioneers.org for a form mailed to you. To register by phone: 877-BIONEER.
To receive conference updates, join our mailing list at conference.bioneers.org.
We look forward to seeing you at Bioneers this October!
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ABOUT BIONEERS
We stand at the threshold of a singular passage in the human experiment: To re-imagine how
to live on Earth in ways that honor the web of life, each other and future generations. To move
from breakdown to breakthrough, the coming years will be the most important in the history of
human civilization.
A celebration of the genius of nature and human creativity, Bioneers highlights breakthrough
solutions for restoring people and planet. Since 1990, Bioneers has acted as a fertile hub of leading social and scientific innovators with practical and visionary solutions for the world’s most
pressing environmental and social challenges.
For 26 years, Bioneers has acted as a seedhead for nature-inspired ecological, social, and cultural
initiatives and innovations. We illuminate a compelling diversity of visions and pathways for
how to get there in practical terms.
As a community of leadership, Bioneers acts as a dynamic network of networks and hub of
movements engaging to accelerate large-scale shifts. We connect diverse movements, cultures,
professionals, scientists, educators, entrepreneurs, activists, artists, emerging and established
leaders, and global citizens. We provide unique communications and networking platforms for
diverse voices often otherwise marginalized or excluded.

OUR PROGRAMS
Changing the Mindscape: Public Education and Media Outreach
Resilience From the Ground Up: The Bioneers Resilient Communities Network,
Restorative Food Systems
A Community of Leadership: Everywoman’s Leadership, Indigenous Knowledge
and Youth Leadership
)

We disseminate the diverse voices of breakthrough innovators with visionary
and practical solutions for restoring nature and healing our human communities.

)

We connect people with solutions and each other.

)

We provide compelling Education for Action to schools, educators and the public.

)

We engage with globalocal citizens building and connecting local community
resilience action networks.

)

We cultivate diverse leadership and inspire citizen leaders, with a focus on
Women, First Peoples and Youth Mentorship.

Learn more about our programs and initiatives at bioneers.org
Register at conference.bioneers.org
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