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Bioneers Creation Story:
He Said/She Said
Kenny Ausubel founded Bioneers with Nina Simons, his business partner and
wife. From its origins, the Bioneers creation story has been a co-creation story.

He Said
By Kenny Ausubel

B

ioneers was born in the water. Specifically in a hot tub at Ten
Thousand Waves in the mountains above my home of Santa
Fe, New Mexico. I was visiting with Josh Mailman, a friend
and visionary leader in social finance. Of course, stories don’t always begin at the beginning. Creation has ancestors.
Josh had been an investor in two of my projects that partly led to
the genesis of Bioneers. One was Hoxsey: How Healing Becomes a
Crime, a feature documentary I made in the ‘80s about the medical
politics surrounding the obstruction and suppression of promising
unconventional cancer therapies. After my father died of cancer
at age 56, I fell across the saga of Harry Hoxsey, “the wildest story in medical history.” It revealed the centuries-old philosophical
civil war between conventional allopathic and natural medicine
over a fundamental principle that would ignite the vision behind
Bioneers.
Allopathic medicine’s central belief was that the body had no ability to heal itself. The doctor had to intervene “heroically” to kill
disease. To the contrary, natural medicine’s Empiric tradition saw
the role of the doctor or practitioner as supporting the body’s inherent ability to heal itself.
The underlying principle was working with nature to heal nature.
Nature has a profound ability for self-repair and healing. How does
nature heal? How can we tap that healing force of nature to restore nature and ecosystems?

The other principle arose in 1985 when I made a film about an
unusual garden at an Indian Pueblo near Santa Fe, where I encountered Gabriel Howearth, a master organic farmer and seed collector. He had gathered an astonishing collection of open-pollinated
native seeds from all over the Americas, mostly from indigenous
farmers. I had never imagined anything like this marvel of agricultural diversity.
2
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“ THE

MOST PROFOUND INSIGHT OF
modern science is that every one of us
is the universe becoming aware of itself
after billions of years of cosmic evolution. You’re all something the entire
cosmos is doing right now. The universe
matters because we are the universe
mattering, here on this planet. Give yourselves a hand. We don’t know how often
this happens. Although it’s tempting to
suggest that the return of this Earth-centered cosmic model implies that the Copernican revolution has come full circle,
it actually signifies the emergence of
a higher level of complexity in which
science has confirmed that we are not
separate from this planet, that we are
all indigenous earthlings. By integrating traditional knowledge with modern
science, we can truly reach for the stars,
but ultimately it’s up to every single one
of us to decide if we’re gonna take on the
responsibility, particularly the multi-generational responsibility, that this realization implies, because there is one thing
absolutely certain: The universe we design for is the universe we’re gonna get.”
– DAVID MCCONVILLE, CHAIR,
BUCKMINSTER FULLER INSTITUTE

i Photos from top left: Kenny Ausubel & Nina Simons;

Josh Mailman, c. 1991 Bioneers conference; Environmental
News Service Names Bioneers “Top Stories” 1990
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They say variety is the spice of life, but ecologically speaking, diversity is the very fabric of life: a core principle of nature’s operating instructions. It’s nature’s fail-safe mechanism against extinction, the source of resilience in the face
of change, which is the only constant in nature. It’s also the sacred tree of life with intrinsic value. By 1985 scientists
were warning about the emerging 6th Age of Extinctions, the first caused by the human hand. The loss of agricultural
seed diversity was especially perilous to humanity. In 1989 Gabriel and I cofounded Seeds of Change as an organic
biodiversity seed company to reintroduce diversity into the food web through backyard gardeners.

“THE CULTURE I COME FROM

saw the universe as the fountain of everything including
consciousness. In our culture
we’re scolded for being so arrogant to think that we’re smart.
An individual is not smart, according to our culture. An individual is merely lucky to be a
part of a system that has intelligence that happens to reside in
them. In other words, be humble
about this always. The real intelligence isn’t the property of
an individual corporation—the
real intelligence is the property
of the universe itself.”

During the ‘70s and ‘80s, I’d sought to learn about people who had discovered fundamental solutions to our most pressing environmental and social
crises. A pattern emerged. They peered deep into the heart of nature and
living systems in search of cues and clues. After all, nature has 3.8 billion
years of R&D under her belt. What’s here is what works.
The most basic question they asked: How would nature do it? I came
to call them “bioneers”—biological pioneers who looked to nature not
as resource but as teacher, mentor and metric. (Eight years later Janine
Benyus would give this field a name with her landmark book, Biomimicry:
Innovation Inspired by Nature.) These bioneers used systems thinking, a
“solve-the-whole-problem” approach embracing the rich arc of human
endeavor, guided by the North Star of intelligence saturating the natural
world.
As Josh Mailman and I sweated in the cold mountain air, I was raving about
these amazing innovators and systemic solutions, and how the world
didn’t know about them. He asked: “Why don’t you have a conference?”
I’d never even been to a conference and it sounded boring. I shrugged him
off. Then he said, “I’m giving you $10,000. Have a conference.”

i Suzanne Harjo,

Tom Hayden, others,
Bioneers 1992

o Paul Hawken c. 1994
t Federation of Southern
Cooperatives’ Ralph
Paige, J.L. Chestnut,
Lukata Mjumbe, with
Danny Glover, 2001
Bioneers

In tandem with Seeds of Change, Gabriel and I had already started a sister
nonprofit to work with indigenous farmers to preserve the equally endangered, priceless traditional knowledge and farming practices. Bioneers
became the second nonprofit project.

Until then, I’d been a freelance journalist and filmmaker. I grew up in an
academic home which was a floating salon crackling with the spirited exchange of ideas. Nina and I had met in 1987, fallen in love, and started
working together instantly. She’d signed on as marketing director for
Seeds of Change. I invited her to help me put together the conference. From the outset, her vision and unique contributions have shaped Bioneers in countless ways.

– JOHN MOHAWK

The third spoke was J.P. Harpignies, a close friend since the ‘60s. Inspired by the first Bioneers, he volunteered his exceptional scope of topics, contacts and producing skills gained as a program director for the N.Y. Open Center. The three
of us have continued to work closely together as the core conference programming team, and over time we’ve included
other key Bioneers staff and outside partners in their areas of expertise.
The Bioneers conference was an experiment and we frankly didn’t know what we were doing. Call it “beginner’s
mind,” to be polite. Initially called the Seeds of Change conference, the word bioneers first appeared in print in 1991
in the Seeds of Change catalog, and soon became the name. Within three years, we outgrew the Santa Fe facilities,
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and in 1993 we moved the conference to the Bay Area, a progressive hotbed of cultural ferment where we had a
strong base for Seeds of Change.
In 1994, Nina and I unexpectedly departed the company, shortly before M&M Mars acquired it. We retained custody
of the nonprofit activities. Bioneers had always operated as a volunteer passion project. For three years, we managed
to keep it afloat under considerable duress, on top of day jobs.
The conference kept growing. In 1997, we had the biggest turnout yet—800+ people. But we learned on the final
morning we were $10,000 in the hole because of a competing event. When you don’t have it, that’s a fortune. My
blood ran cold. Extinction loomed, up close and personal.
Exhausted and dispirited, that December I had dinner in L.A. with Susanna Dakin, an investor in Seeds of Change,
modest Bioneers donor and friend. It was just not in my heart to ask her for money. She started peppering me with
eager questions and ideas for Bioneers. I forgot my troubles and plunged into the vision with her.
Long story short, Sue stopped me in mid-sentence. Unsolicited, she offered a large gift that became $1 million over
a five-year period. That mind-bending turn of events dodged our near-death experience.
In 1998, the Bioneers creation story got a second life. At the time, all we did were a far smaller conference and a tiny
food and farming program. We set about creating all that has happened since, though seeds were present for much of it.
Bioneers arose from a quest for healing. Now we know more profoundly than ever that restoration is an enterprise
of healing—of both Earth and ourselves. Nature has a profound capacity for healing and we can act as healers. And
people are amazing when we’re tuned in to the “higher angels of our nature,” and the higher angels of nature.

“FOR 10 YEARS, I CONSIDERED BIONEERS TO BE

the people on stage. All that changed for me when
the renowned Alabama attorney and civil rights
activist J.L. Chestnut spoke in 2001. He began to
use the word bioneer to address everyone. He said:
‘I raise these concerns to you because fighting on
behalf of women, on behalf of minority people of
color, fighting on behalf of the environment and
the planet are all one big battle. We bioneers know
that violence, greed, racism, unchecked materialism and abuse of this planet and nature are their
own form of terrorism, and will eventually destroy
us if we don’t first put an end to it.’ We were all
bioneers, if we chose to be. All our contributions,
collective creativity and imagination were needed
to remake this world. Won’t you join us?”
– NINA SIMONS

The creation story of Bioneers is a co-creation story, even more so today—a community of leadership that has come
together during these 25 years. As it was in the beginning, Bioneers is a celebration of the genius of nature and
people. Give thanks.

The Bioneers Creation Story
She Said
By Nina Simons

W

hen Kenny and I fell in love in the spring of 1987, we began working together immediately on the Hoxsey
film. I was deeply inspired by the imperative of getting cancer patients access to an array of treatment
options, and helped distribute the movie widely. A few months later, I could hardly have been more
shocked and frankly disinterested as my new filmmaker love sat at my kitchen table writing a business plan for a seed
company. My background and passions were in theater and film production and the arts. A seed company?
The world changed for me when we visited the Seeds of Change farm and master gardener and seedsman Gabriel
Howearth. The garden was a celebration of color, texture and taste, with heirloom varieties like elephant head amaranth languorously stretching a scarlet trunk into the turquoise sky. As we walked—tasting herbs like chocolate
basil and lemon licorice mint—I became enchanted with the abundant beauty, scent and deliciousness. My senses
were dancing.
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i From top left clockwise: Nina Simons, Mayumi Oda,
Rachel Bagby, Claire Cummings, Tara Sterling,
Belvie Rooks, Susan Griffin, Diane Haug
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That garden was the most glorious co-creation I’d ever seen: a garden of relationships. Gabriel knew each plant better
than many people know their own families. He introduced us to them, explaining how they were all related to each
other. There was a quality of nature-human partnership I’d never experienced before—cooperation that vibrated with
vitality, fertility and beauty.
Gabriel grimly described the cascading loss of biodiversity in the food system. Industrial agriculture and agribusiness
corporations were speeding the loss of varieties, a treacherous threat to our collective future.
As I left the garden, I felt the spirit of the natural world tap me on the shoulder and say, “You’re working for me now.”
I returned home, quit my job and went to work for the startup seed company, embarking on the steepest learning
curve of my life.
In spite of my growing passion for nature’s diversity and resilience, when Kenny first approached me to help him produce what became the Bioneers conference, I wasn’t sure if it was the right work for me. But I could feel that it was
important, so I agreed to collaborate as co-producer.
I listened to impassioned, brilliant speakers tell how they’d created out-of-the-box solutions that really worked, often
modeled on nature’s wisdom. I found myself listening like a five-year-old, my mouth ajar in wonder, attention riveted.
Kenny and I looked at each other and agreed: “The world has got to know about these people!” I had found a community of leaders whose voices and visions I wanted to serve with all my heart.
My past experience in theater and film, and even in managing restaurants, all proved useful in coalescing diverse
people toward a common goal. Since we knew little about conventional conferences, I felt free to bring my theater
experience, creative vision and relational sensibilities to shaping Bioneers to create conditions for transformational
experience. I knew that integrating the arts, embodiment and a sense of the sacred were vitally important. I also
understood the key contributions of walking our talk, setting and food. We wove those sensibilities into our work
early on.
In 1992, I was deeply moved by a panel of Native American leaders reflecting on the 500-year anniversary of Columbus “discovering” America. I was profoundly affected when Petuuche Gilbert of Acoma Pueblo said, “Five hundred
years ago you came, and we welcomed you with open arms. If you came again today, we would do the same.” He
spoke of his people’s philosophy of peaceful co-existence. His forgiveness, clarity and open heart stunned me. Knowing how gravely indigenous peoples of this continent have suffered, I felt humbled by how much there was to learn
from these old-growth cultures.
The first lens I learned from Bioneers was that we had made a systems error to imagine that we as human beings were
apart from nature, rather than a part of it. Truly it’s all connected, and we’re all connected. The second lens, which I
learned from indigenous peoples, was to honor the sacred aliveness in every part of the visible and invisible world, to
remember, seek guidance from and honor “all our relations.”
A third lens informed my vision in 1995 when I was beginning to reflect on my own identity as a woman. After viewing
a movie called “The Burning Times” about the European witch hunts, I saw that underpinning our social and ecological challenges was a deep legacy of imbalance between the masculine and the feminine, biases that are embedded in
our thinking, institutions and societies. I realized that just as I had, many women have internalized self-limiting stories
that make it harder to express and achieve parity in leadership in every sector.
In 1996, I began programming diverse women leaders around “Women and the Environment” to explore this arena
from differing paradigms, perspectives and disciplines. The following year, we featured an entire morning called

i Photos from top: Indigenous Panel: Francisco X. Alarcon,

Marcellus Bear Heart Williams, Petuuche Gilbert, Emigdio
Ballon, Suzanne Harjo; Florencio De Carvalho, Marcellus
Bear Heart Williams, Dr. Andrew Weil, 1992 Bioneers;
Susanna Dakin
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Restoring the Feminine, featuring an array of multicultural perspectives and disciplines. As eco-feminist pathfinder
Starhawk later wrote: “Relational thinking (which ran through the morning session) dissolves the gaps between science and spirit, between spirit and activism, and between action and healing. In many ways, our panel embodied the
essence of the creative synthesis that characterizes the Bioneers.”
Around 2003, I was counseled by an indigenous teacher to learn more about the nexus of women and money, because she said “in most indigenous cultures, women sit at the center of the circle, and they are responsible for
managing resources for the community. The men are stationed around the perimeter, in a guardianship or protective
stance. In your culture, however, those roles are largely reversed.”
Some of the most innovative donor-activists I knew were women, and we began to programmatically explore Feminomics and how women are transforming our relationship to money, business and economics. In truth, the lion’s
share of destruction of both people and nature is driven by economic factors. Shifting to a life-affirming, long-view
economy that values nature and caring changes the terms of engagement, and women appear well equipped to do a
better job at financial and resource management.

“RESTORE:

RENEW, REPAIR, BRING BACK TO
health, strengthen. Sustainability is the dynamic
mid-point in the perpetual natural cycles of destruction and restoration. Sustainability means
satisfying human needs without diminishing the
chances of future generations. It means upholding
the web of life. In a world so radically damaged,
to achieve sustainability, we need to tip the scales
heavily toward restoration.

Paul Stamets, Director of Research, Fungi Perfecti
2014 Invention Ambassador, American Academy for the Advancement of Science
The Bioneers community represents voices from
nature. The rush of technology leaves toxic debris
fields whose costs have been pushed upon unborn
generations. Who is representing the interests of our
descendants? Where is their collective voice in this
debate? Bioneers has become that voice.
When I first came to Bioneers in 1996, I felt like a shipwrecked spirit who had finally arrived on an island of
highly ascended souls. My concern about our responsibility for healing the ecosystem was one voice in an
emergent collective consciousness. Bioneers became
a magnet, a gravitational force, converging to form a
colony with spirited individuals: First Peoples, scientists, environmentalists, social justice advocates, religious leaders, artists, musicians, and concerned citizens unified to come together to form a new ecology
of consciousness. Bioneers became a new ecosystem.
The flow of knowledge, shared problems and surprising solutions produced rays of hope that radiated out
from the Bioneers conference far an wide through

6

space and time. The intercultural influence may be a
difficult metric to measure but not a difficult one to
appreciate.
From my first walking up on the Bioneer’s stage, my
life was forever changed. The response I received was
a new form of nutrients for my starving soul. I was
re-inspired to use my knowledge to help others, many
of whom had parts of the solution to a global puzzle.
As the world stage for these ideas grew, I realize that
the roots—or in my case, the mycelium—first found
the fertility of the Bioneer’s ecosystem as a place to
grow, develop, share, and be humbled by the historical opportunity we all have been given by being part
of a movement greater than any one person. The adage that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts
rings so true with Bioneers. Bioneers is not just about
one conference but about a re-awakening of a family
of souls, like healthy soils composed of vastly different organisms, who collectively nurture generations
into the future.
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Bioneers awakened me, from this first experience and
the many that have ensued, and became the mother
of many connections, ideas, inventions and most of
all deep friendships that span the generations. The
Earth embraces the Bioneers, and smiles with us, approvingly, in response.

i Paul Stamets and friend
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A growing awareness of how my life as a woman has been punctuated by experiences of bias and injustice increased
my passion to program sessions about understanding racism, oppression, white privilege and gender roles and fluidity, and the necessity of learning and practicing “beloved community,” and also to launch Cultivating Women’s
Leadership intensives. It’s all connected.
Though Bioneers has been in a nonstop spiral of evolution and learning, we’ve remained true to our initial intent. We
offer healing, inspiration, strategies, models and connections to strengthen the emergent movement of movements
that Paul Hawken calls “Blessed Unrest” to help heal nature and people, and transform culture. I am so grateful for
this opportunity to encourage and ignite greater leadership among so gifted and passionate a community of colleagues. With our hearts and nature to guide us, we can hardly go wrong.

“HERE’S LESSON ONE. THINGS ARE CONNECTED.
Environment isn’t just another item on the list. It is,
in fact, the lynchpin that connects everything else
on the list.”

– DAVID W. ORR, PAUL SEARS DISTINGUISHED
PROFESSOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES,
SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT OF
OBERLIN COLLEGE, BIONEERS BOARD

Sacred Whale and Sea Dragon:
A Gift to Bioneers—A Gift to the World

A

t the 2009 conference, two indigenous guests from New Zealand, master
carver Wikuki Kingi, QSM, and cultural psychologist Tania Wolfgramm,
presented Bioneers with a sea dragon carved from a whalebone.

“The magnificent whale for us in the Pacific is known as the great living library of
knowledge. Whale swims the oceans of the world remembering and feeling the
memories of all living things, waiting for the time when we can remember to talk
to them and learn the wisdom we need to know to survive and live in harmony
with Mother Earth.
“The carving is a manifestation of the sea dragon—the guardian of the oceans.
The sea dragon carries with it the ancient prayers that hold the ‘mana’ to help
to save the world. But this will not happen until humankind is ready to receive
it—only then can the healing begin.
“The sea dragon of sacred whale is gifted to Bioneers as you are an inspirational
group who have demonstrated a commitment to saving this Earth. Bioneers honor the whale as part of the web of life, understand its timelessness, its strengths
and vulnerabilities. Bioneers continues to act as a conduit for many who seek to
honor that code, not only through words but through action.”

i Sea dragon carved from whale bone honoring

Bioneers as a great living library of knowledge.
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Seeing Around Corners
By Kenny Ausubel

L

ooking back a quarter century to the first Bioneers conference in 1990 feels as though someone hit the world’s
fast-forward button. In calling our 25th Anniversary Yearbook Seeing Around Corners, we saw not only how dramatically the world has changed—but how radically different life is likely to be six years hence in 2020. The ways
it will change hinge greatly on what we do at this once-in-a-civilization moment. In this time, we’re all called upon to
be leaders.
Although it was a shockingly different world in 1990, it didn’t take a visionary to see global civilization was on a collision course with nature and our relationship with each other. Authentic social and scientific visionaries were seeing
around corners to envision the restored world of interdependence that was possible and how we could get there.
In 1990, we could count the genuinely significant paradigm-shifting innovators and projects in a given field on one
or two hands. Today it’s impossible to keep up with the avalanche of players and solutions in even one field that we
track.
That’s why we’re mightily grateful the Bioneers community of leadership exists at this critical threshold. It did not
exist until we created it—or, more precisely, co-created it with you. Bioneers is the work of many hands. We thank you
for this gift of community.
“Brother, Can You Spare a Paradigm” became the frame in 1993: a fundamental re-orientation of our worldview and
how we think. “Worldviews create worlds,” as Richard Tarnas says.

For further perspectives by
Kenny Ausubel, Associate
Producer J.P. Harpignies and
others on world-changing
developments in the past
25 years of Bioneers, visit
www.bioneers.org/25plus

i Photos clockwise from top: Executive
Director Joshua Sheridan Fouts and
Co-Founders Kenny Ausubel and
Nina Simons, 2014; 1995 and 1991
conference brochures.
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Over these decades the bioneers community has not only cracked the code on many fundamentally transformative
solutions, we’ve also gained vast, practical experience and mounting traction. Now is the time to convert it into systemic change, and the world is receptive, yearning for real solutions and a change of heart.
Bioneers has illuminated a landscape of hope. Many of the areas the bioneers have manifested are moving from margin to mainstream, from hippie to hip, from breakdown to breakthrough.
From day one, the Bioneers conference along with our media and Programs have seeded the growing edges of the
movement to transform our food systems. Featuring the greatest practical visionaries of our times, we’ve spotlighted the breakthrough work in seed diversity, healthy and organic food, leading alternative agriculture practices, and
models of more localized, fair food systems. Today that movement has entered the mainstream and is spreading
faster than ever.
We’ve illustrated mind-bending case histories of fast-forward ecological restoration and “resilience thinking” on larger scales, now spreading thanks to genius pathfinders such as mycologist Paul Stamets, restoration ecologist John Liu
and Holistic Rangeland Management beacons including Alan Savory, Dan Dagget and Courtney White.
We’ve showcased leading Biomimicry innovators since 1990, eight years before Janine Benyus gave the field a name
and delivered her first Bioneers keynote in 1997 with her landmark book’s release. Today Biomimicry is changing
paradigms in design and business.

“QUANTUM: THE DREAMS THAT STUFF IS MADE OF.” – SANTA FE GRAFFITI, 1998

Cracking the Code on Solutions
Over these decades, the bioneers community has not only cracked the code on s Integrate Western science with Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK),
many fundamentally transformative solutions, but has gained immense practimulticultural perspectives and other ways of knowing and imagining.
cal experience and mounting traction, showing how to:
s Restore landscapes on large scales, protect our watersheds, and use water
s Reach 100% clean energy by radically increasing energy conservation and
wisely.
distributed, renewable energy with off-the-shelf technologies.
s Use the Precautionary Principle, Integrative Medicine, Ecological Medicine
s Feed the world using ecological agriculture that sequesters carbon, restores

natural capital, and builds local economies and jobs.
s Apply nature’s wisdom, designs and recipes in a Next Industrial Revolution

based on biomimicry, green chemistry, cradle-to-cradle production, living
buildings, smart growth and traditional knowledge.

and enlightened public health measures to anchor human health in the
health of ecosystems.
s Reinvent governance to revoke corporate Constitutional rights and enshrine

Rights for Nature in jurisprudence.
s Design models of finance that democratize ownership and access to capital

s Increase and support women’s leadership and gender justice as systemic

and create equity.
game-changers, and invite the partnership of men in “blended leadership” that s Cultivate a global wisdom culture with an expanded sense of kinship that
honors both feminine and masculine qualities in all people and institutions.
embraces human and other-than-human diversity and the oneness of all life.
s Address racial justice by building “Beloved Community” and a culture and
politics of equity, human rights, pluralism and respect.

BIONEERS: 25 YEARS OF VISIONARY LEADERSHIP
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Bioneer or Pioneer?
At the 1994 Bioneers conference, India’s visionary ecologist and biodiversity seed activist Vandana Shiva suggested
“The Age of Biology” would have two kinds of bioneers.
“One will look very much like the pioneers, who thought every
land they conquered was an empty land. It had no people. It had
no prior inhabitants. So they saw no need to respect any rights.
Ecological bioneers, on the other hand, recognize that every
step we take is on a full Earth populated by a tremendous variety of species and many other people.

“THE CATHEDRAL BUILDERS OF THE MIDDLE AGES,

when they started one of these grand endeavors,
knew it was very unlikely they would ever see it
completed. They just knew the passion was there
to do this great undertaking. We try to think like
that, long-term about the work that we do. It truly
gives you hope.”
– JOHN ABRAMS, SOUTH MOUNTAIN COMPANY

“The pioneer ‘empty land’ ethic leads to violence against species and to genocide.
“The colonizing pioneer mind assumes there are no limits to be
respected: no ecological limits, no ethical limits, no limits to
greed or accumulation, no limits to inequality, no limits to the
violence unleashed on other species and people.
“For ecological bioneers, we know that limits are the first law
of nature, encoded in the ecological processes that make life
possible. Limits of the nutrient cycle in soil. Limits of the water cycle. The limits set by the intrinsic right of
diverse species to exist set limits on our actions, if we genuinely respect other beings. Ethical limits are what
make us human. To be sustainable, a society must live within those limits.”
Vandana named a Hindi word meaning “Earth Family” or “Democracy of Life.” To bioneers, she said,
it means not just diverse human cultures, but all beings. The mountains and the rivers are beings too.
Ecological bioneers respect all the beings, large and small, because everything has a part to play in
the web of life.

Eve Ensler, Author, Artist, Founder One Billion Rising and V-Day
Nina and Kenny have grown a simultaneously meticulous and wild garden from the seeds of diversity, struggle
and compassion. They have tended it with the water of listening, including expanding and intermingling with
the sunlight of community, of questioning and discovery. They are now beginning to see the bloom of a whole
new way of being on this Earth. An invitation to Bioneers is an invitation to join your story, your struggle with
the many struggles. It is an invitation to open your heart and mind, to go further, to be braver. From mushrooms
to meditation, from the rising wisdom and vision of the Indigenous to the shared concrete steps of movement
building, Bioneers is a Garden of Re-Imagination, the green weaving of the story of our survival.

i Photos clockwise from top left: Vandana Shiva, John
Abrams, 1993 Seeds of Change catalog.
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Since the early ‘90s, we’ve addressed climate disruption and the clean energy revolution, showcasing luminaries with
real solutions such as Amory Lovins, Bill McKibben, Jerome Ringo, Naomi Klein and Billy Parish, among many others.
We’ve illuminated the forefront of green building, cradle-to-cradle manufacturing, and the “Next Industrial Revolution” with trailblazers including Paul Hawken, Amory and Hunter Lovins, Jason McClennan and William McDonough.
These practices are now tipping into the mainstream.

“THE WATER WON’T EVER CLEAR UP TILL YOU GET
the hogs out of the creek.”

– JIM HIGHTOWER, AUTHOR,
BROADCASTER AND POPULIST AGITATOR

We’ve looked around local corners to the imperative of building resilience from the ground up, a movement we’ve
actively advanced since 2001. Mounting numbers of cities, states and communities are implementing re-localization
strategies and cutting-edge green infrastructure decentralization. These “sub-national” networks are outmaneuvering federal “inertiatives,” linking into increasingly powerful “Green Blocs” nationally and globally. Bioneers is positioned to play a strategic role now that we’re headquartered and engaged in California, the world’s eighth largest
economy whose landmark government climate policies and green models could offer a game-changing template to
overcome global climate political stalemate.
Since the mid-1990s, we’ve insisted upon the uniquely important role of women’s leadership for restoring nature, our
human communities and establishing sustainable economic systems. Today this vision is arising everywhere as the
voice of sanity, practical and just solutions, and compassion—a vision of “power to” rather than “power over.” The
leadership of women may well be the trim-tab that truly changes everything.

Paul Hawken, Author and Social Entrepreneur
Describing Bioneers is like trying to explain a pileated woodpecker. You could draft paragraphs evoking the thirty-inch wingspan, its zebra-striped head and laughing call, yet nothing written could approximate the experience of seeing this magnificent forest bird, realizing how their abandoned nest
cavities create habitat for owls, bats and swifts. So it is with Bioneers. The conference is singular. Its
long tail extends decades into the future creating new habitats for the imagination. I do not know
of another event, symposium or publication that has so consistently been a portent of the coming
world, a world where ecological intelligence and a deep moral compact of aliveness are curated so
deftly and remarkably. The verb that might approximate the experience is inebriate, getting drunk
on possibilities that reside in life, or as Kenny Ausubel famously said, ‘The solutions that reside in
nature surpass our conception of what is possible.’ There is no duality here; solutions reside in all of
nature, which includes human nature. This coalescence of humanity and wisdom is immersive and
mythical, the true golden door against which we lift our lamp to illuminate the sacred, the poetry of
life obscured by modernity. Bioneers succeeds because it does exactly what life does: It takes chances, ignores convention and constantly crosses boundaries. It is the true edge species of its time, the
communal equivalent of evolution happening before your ears and eyes.

“THIS MOVEMENT IS HUMANITY’S IMMUNE RESPONSE TO RESIST AND HEAL POLITICAL DISEASE,
economic infection and ecological corruption caused by ideologies.”

– PAUL HAWKEN, AUTHOR AND SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR

i Photos from top: Jim Hightower’s talk in Seeds of Change

catalog; Jerry Brown (today Governor) with health activist
Terri Swearingen; Paul Hawken
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Since the mid-1990s as well, we’ve put racial justice front and center as essential for Earth restoration, social healing, equity and the advent of authentic democracy. Bioneers grew up alongside the emerging Environmental Justice
movement, and helped create a safe space to forge powerful alliances between the environmental and social justice
movements. As Chief Oren Lyons points out, we can have peace with the Earth only when we practice justice—a process that never ends. Today these issues can no longer be ignored and we can begin to heal the divides.
We’ve challenged the notion of Constitutional rights for corporations since the mid-1990s and helped spread the
idea of “Rights for Nature” jurisprudence, a movement whose time is coming. Since 1990, we’ve promoted Green and
Socially Responsible Business models by such cutting-edge organizations as the Social Venture Network and RSF Social Finance, and more recently the New Economy Coalition and Gretchen Daily’s models for ecoservices valuations.
Today the world is looking to these models to reinvent the balance sheet with true cost accounting, triple bottom
lines and solutions to structural inequality.
We’ve helped develop the movement for “Ecological Medicine” with Carolyn Raffensperger, Michael Lerner and
countless others, showing how prevention is the best cure and restoring nature restores public health. We’ve explored Earth-based spirituality, cultivating an emerging global wisdom culture characterized by an expanded sense of
kinship that honors human diversity and celebrates the ultimate oneness of all life.

“ONE
Osprey Orielle Lake
Executive Director, Women’s Earth & Climate Action Network
(WECAN)
At this critical moment in our human journey, we are at a crossroads and our choices have a profound effect on the destiny of
the Earth and all who live here. Our choices need to simultaneously address immediate actions required to mitigate environmental and social crises as well as the long-term cultural and
personal transformation needed for creative, systemic, and enduring change. Bioneers has long been the inspirational Mother
Ship that provides a vast platform to explore leading-edge, onthe-ground solutions as well as regenerative, Earth-loving cultural visions to carry us through the challenging crossroads and
uncertain passage ahead. Throughout the year, including their
transformational annual conference, Bioneers expertly navigates
the unpredictable waters of our times offering the wisdom, inspiration, hope and solutions of scientists, Indigenous leaders,
activists, women, educators, economists, artists and faith leaders. We can hear our Mother Earth
calling, and I am extremely appreciative that Nina and Kenny give us the opportunity to listen and respond to the call collectively so we can further our work in social/environmental justice movements
and create the regenerative communities we know deep in our bones.

OF THE MOST PROFOUND CHALLENGES
that Buckminster Fuller posed to himself but to
also anyone that would listen was that if success
or failure of this planet and of human beings depended on how I am and what I do, then how would
I be and what would I do?”
– DAVID MCCONVILLE, CHAIR,
BUCKMINSTER FULLER INSTITUTE

i Photos clockwise from top: David McConville, Destiny Arts
Youth Performance Company, Osprey Orielle Lake
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Even today, Bioneers remains unique in our holistic weave of nature’s web with the full arc of human endeavor and
experience. As a friend once said, “It’s great to be ahead of your time—like two weeks ahead of your time.”
Yes, Bioneers has been ahead of the times, but in 1990 at a teachable moment of wide awareness, powerful interests
stole the slim sliver of time we had to jump-start the transformation and avert this self-induced crisis. Had things gone
differently, we’d all be ahead of our time right now. Maybe just two weeks ahead of our time.
Instead we’re busier than a cat in a roomful of rocking chairs.
The world has been slouching toward sustainability—until fairly recently. Something began to shift around 2006.
David W. Orr called it a “global ecological enlightenment” and Paul Hawken named it “blessed unrest,” perhaps the
biggest, most diverse movement in history. As escalating physical realities continue to override delusion, propaganda,
and inertia, the movement is growing by leaps and bounds and reaching a tipping point.
As filmmaker Tom Shadyac put it, “The shift is hitting the fan.” We’re participating in a profound transformation taking hold around the globe: the dawn of a human civilization that honors and emulates the wisdom of nature’s design
sophistication. It’s rooted in values of justice, equity, diversity, democracy and peace.

Bill McKibben
Author, Activist, Co-Founder 350.org
The problem on this planet is not lack of good ideas—the sheer
rambunctious energy of human creativity guarantees there are
thousands of good ideas every day. If we could harness all the
good ideas, we’d probably be out of our great troubles and crises,
and into someplace nice. But those great ideas are scattered, and
often it’s hard to track them down. Maybe we hear about one and
fixate on it to the exclusion of others (and in my experience there
are no ideas so good they can solve our problems alone). So we
need some organizing principles.
Bioneers is clearly a crucial organizing principle. It brings people
together from some of the crucial worlds: health, engineering,
spirituality, activism, communications. They can communicate with each other, and with an audience that flows back and forth between being spectator and participant. There’s enough variety
to make sure that no thought predominates, and enough focus to make sure that the central ideas
get the attention and prominence that they deserve. In this way Bioneers did what the Chautauqua
accomplished for an earlier age, or perhaps the university in its early days before specialization broke
down any hope of dialogue. It offers an edge system, an ecotone where ideas can venture a little out
of their natural habitats and meet and merge. Perhaps that’s a biologically fitting metaphor for a
biologically inspired gathering!

“IN THE NEW STORY, PEOPLE OF COLOR ARE A

continuous presence. They are active in shaping the societies we live in. Their issues are our
issues. Their communities are our communities.
They share in the leadership of the dominant institutions of society whose benefits extend to the
children, youth and families of the neighborhoods
where they live. They also have their organizations
rooted in communities that are a resource for the
whole society.”
– CARL ANTHONY, BREAKTHROUGH COMMUNITIES

i Photos clockwise from top right: Carl Anthony, Bill McKibben
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The Stone Age didn’t end because people ran out of stones, a wag once quipped. No one can explain why paradigms
change—they just do. It’s the zeitgeist, something in the air, ideas whose time has come. Stories change and the
world changes.
Science tells a dramatically different story today than it did 25 years ago. The oneness and interconnection of everything are irreducible, dynamic, fluid - saturated with intelligence and consciousness. The Gaia Hypothesis, quantum
mechanics, and Chaos and Complexity theories have revealed a cosmos far stranger and more mysterious than likely
we can imagine. Knowledge is ambiguous, best approached from diverse viewpoints and ways of knowing.
We’re living through the global mash-up, the end of prehistory. We have more pathways illuminated to us than ever
before, from which we’re making new maps of reality and our humanness. This cusp, this next Enlightenment, brings
us full circle back to ancient indigenous wisdom we all once held - our interdependence and kinship on a symbiotic
planet characterized by mutual aid. It inspires us to awe, reverence and gratitude.
Perhaps it was necessary for humanity to push our individuation to the limit—a hero’s journey through the abyss
where we had to separate ourselves from the entire community of life before seeing the many roads that could finally
lead us home.

“WHAT LIFE IN ENSEMBLE HAS LEARNED TO DO IS TO CREATE CONDITIONS CONDUCIVE TO LIFE. THE
criterion of success is that you keep yourself alive, and you keep your offspring alive. But it’s not your
offspring—it’s your offspring’s offsprings’ offspring 10,000 years from now. Because you can’t be
there to take care of that offspring, the only thing you can do is to take care of the place that takes
care of your offspring. That’s why the one nonnegotiable policy that we need to write into law is that
life creates conditions conducive to life.”

– JANINE BENYUS, AUTHOR, BIOMIMICRY: INNOVATION INSPIRED BY NATURE
14
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Christine Loh; Jerry Mander and friend; Dennis McKenna &
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Fortunately nature has a profound capacity for healing, and we can act as healers. The takeaway is disarmingly simple.
Taking care of nature means taking care of people—and taking care of people means taking care of nature.
In 1990 Bioneers put forth the proposition that the solutions are largely present. The solutions are largely present.
Because now these are ideas whose time has come, we need to rapidly spread and scale them. We can seriously influence the course of change with the wealth of practical wisdom and connections in the Bioneers network of networks.
It’s the moment of truth to turn vision into action to grow the world we want—the world the world wants.
Seeing around corners today means movement building and forging diverse pathways for how to get to the world
we want. We’re doubling down not for “Return on Investment” but for “Return on Engagement.” Together we need
to help educate and engage many more millions of people with breakthrough solutions that harvest the fruits of 25
years of visionary leadership, practical experience and actionable knowledge.
As bioneers, we’re creating conditions conducive to life—growing the imaginal cells of a wisdom culture. We are so,
so grateful to each and every one of you who has been a part of this sacred work and circle.
We invite you to stand with us in this revolution from the heart of nature and the human heart. Together we will make
a difference that really makes a difference. May these be the stories our children and grandchildren will tell around the
council fire about how the tide turned.

Bill and Lynne Twist
Co-Founders, The Pachamama Alliance
The Bioneers network has been immensely important to the growth
and development of the Pachamama Alliance. In particular, our introduction to the work of Thomas Linzey and the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund traces back to his early involvement
with Bioneers, to Randy Hayes’ participation in CELDF’s Democracy
School which he learned about through Bioneers, and then Randy’s
introduction to us of CELDF’s work about rights of nature. This connection inspired us to invite Thomas to Ecuador to participate in the
drafting of a new constitution for that country. The result was Ecuador’s inclusion in 2008 of Rights of Nature into its new national
constitution, the first country in history to do so. The trail began with
Bioneers back in the mid-1990s and continues still today. The Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature is now a worldwide network of
organizations working to forward rights of nature in legal systems
everywhere. CELDF and Pachamama Alliance together were part of a
key team of founders of the Alliance and continue to work together
to advance rights of nature (Mother Earth). Bioneers and the creative
community that we all rely on, and that Bioneers supports, foments,
and expands, has been a powerful player in the growth and development of nearly everything we do.

“AS A SEVENTH GENERATION WARRIOR, LET ME

leave you with this: Failure to act on these issues
and failure to really look at the big picture is like
committing a passive act of violence against
future generations.”
– CLAYTON THOMAS MULLER,
IDLE NO MORE

i Photos clockwise from top right: Clayton Thomas Muller;

Kevin Danaher, Mark Dowie, John Sellers; Lynne Twist; Bill
Twist.
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Tom Hayden
Former California State Senator, Author, Activist
I’ve always had mixed feelings about Pioneers—Indian killers,
buffalo killers, all that terrible stuff. But Bioneers has given a
deep meaning to starting all over again with a new view of the
continent in which we dwell. We the humans are not the center
of the universe, for starters. We are born of nature and nature
is the process of creation. Bioneers says with Thoreau that we
must have “faith in a seed. We find ourselves in a world that is
already planted, but is also still being planted as at first.” One of
his biographers, Robert Richardson, suggests the organizational
implication: that Thoreau never found a case of purely spontaneous generation, but determined that “…plants always grow
from seeds that have been dispersed in a variety of ways, many
of them previously unnoticed.”
That applies to Bioneers as an organization. It takes seeds of social change and helps disperse them
in a variety of ways, “often previously unnoticed,” and tends to their cultivation and cross-fertilization. Bioneers grows yearly. Bioneers branches out. A Bioneers conference protects the heirlooms,
nourishes the present, and seeds our future. I am grateful to Bioneers for remaining so fresh so long
after the sell-by date that afflicts so many other organizations. In the era of deepening climate crisis,
Bioneers will be needed more than ever.

“THE

CONSENSUS IS THAT EMPOWERING AND
investing in educating women and girls is the fastest way to solve global problems. You have the Pentagon of the United States using a benchmark for
the security of a region of how many girls’ schools
there are.”
– JENSINE LARSEN, WORLDPULSE

john a. powell
Director, Haas Institute for a Fair and Inclusive Society,
Professor of Law, African American and Ethnic Studies,
University of California at Berkeley
Bioneers has evolved from a community concerned with practical solutions to global environmental
and bio-cultural challenges to one that has become more robust in addressing questions of inequality and injustice on a global scale. Bioneers has responded gracefully to the changing times and new
challenges in the twenty-first century, and I am humbled to consider myself a part of this community that pursues a vision of interconnectedness and interbeing with other movements in the global
arena. Bioneers continues to amplify the message that we cannot afford to be single-issue minded
when it comes to organizing and creating the just and equitable world that we are passionate about.

i Photos clockwise from top left: Tom Hayden, Jensine Larsen,
john a. powell.
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Victoria Pozoz Bernal
Food What?! 2014 Youth Group
I want to firstly thank you, Bioneers, for giving me the opportunity to once again attend Bioneers
and giving me an amazing experience that has truly affected the path I’m walking. The two programs that affected me the most were the Healing of the Women of Color Through Art and the
Youth of Color workshops. They have helped relight a spark in me that has slowly been going out. I
was introduced to the social justice movement through “Food What!?” and had since then jumped
into many movements. I have been working with many organizations and I had forgotten about
my self-care and slowly started to lose my passion for the cause. I had very little hope of continuing on the path I was walking, but after attending Bioneers and connecting with so many powerful and inspiring people my passion has started to burn brighter and I am filled with hope. You
have really affected my life and the way I work in the social justice movement. I want to thank you
so very much for giving me the opportunity to attend and for providing so many great speakers
and panels, especially for the people of color who at times feel left out of the movement.

“WE NEED TO FOCUS ON HOW TO THINK, NOT
what to think.”

– JASON CLAY, WORLD WILDLIFE FUND

Miguel Zarate
Food What?! 2014 Youth Group
Bioneers 2014 was an experience I am keeping forever. I learned more about Earth and our environment. I was exposed to a community that appreciated the world and the life that stands on it.
I learned a more complex meaning of where I’m carrying my life and who this person is. I deeply
looked at my sexual orientation and my gender identity with an open circle about the characteristics
of the feminine and masculine expressions. I loved hearing people’s stories of being other than the
binary. I also saw another beautiful perspective of women and the capacity of female power! Having
a scoop of woman gave me the chills that I too am a woman in a man in a person. It was beautiful
to find adults and have an equal stage and an opportunity as a young person. I loved the Youth Tent
and the magical energy of us young people. We discussed some of our passions and struggles, and
we all had input. We fight for what is right. I’m happy to be living in a world that believes in change.

i Photos clockwise from top right: Jason Clay; Just Us for Food Justice youth group, 2013; Miguel Zarate.
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Farewell Dear Departed Bioneers
It was shocking to realize how many of our dear Bioneers colleagues, friends, speakers and allies have died over
these past 25 years. We love you, we miss you, and we carry on your legacy with deep gratitude and respect.

T Dr. Jeanne Achterberg, brilliant, courageous trailblazer in Mind/Body medicine.
T Paula Gunn Allen (Laguna Pueblo), beloved and courageous Native American
poet, literary critic, lesbian activist and novelist.

T Dr. Fari Amini, groundbreaking psychiatrist known for linking memory with bonds
formed in childhood, co-author of the seminal book A General Theory of Love.

T Ray Anderson, extraordinary green and biomimicry business visionary, Founder of
Interface.

T Mary Applehof, deeply loved biologist and environmentalist, groundbreaking
worm farmer and vermicomposting educator and advocate.

T J.L. Chestnut, visionary Alabama civil rights lawyer, courageous ally of Dr. King in the
‘50s and ‘60s, full-throated attorney for African American farmers and the oppressed.

T Theo Colborn, scientist and activist pathfinder on environmental health and
endocrine disrupters.

T Barbara Cushing, our dear friend and colleague at Kalliopeia Foundation.
T Henry Dakin, inspired Bioneers supporter and ally in our early San Francisco
years, tireless philanthropist, activist and loving nurturer of the community.

T Richard Deertrack, highly influential Taos Pueblo political and cultural leader, friend.
T Richard Grossman, pathfinder to challenge corporate constitutional rights,
founder of Program on Corporations, Law & Democracy, mentor to Tom Linzey.

T Aubrey Hampton, founder of Aubrey Organics, biochemist, leader in green and cruelty-free cosmetics, and his wife, Susan Hussey, writer, businesswoman, thespian.

T Jo Hanson, beloved artist pathfinder and connector in the environmental and feminist art movements, seeded Bioneers arts programming.

T Sebia Hawkins, beloved friend and ally, world-class activist with a huge heart.
T James Hillman, world-renowned Jungian therapist, one of the great cultural critics
and thinkers on psychology of our era.

T Karl Linn, landscape architect, psychologist, educator and community activist
guiding the creation of “neighborhood commons.”

T Lynn Margulis, co-creator of the Gaia Hypothesis, among the most influential
biologists and thinkers in human history, big-hearted lover of life and humanity.

T Charles McGlashan, Marin County Supervisor, environmental visionary, great
Bioneers friend.

T Terence McKenna, leading light of the entheogenic, ethnobotanical renaissance,
master rave orator.

T John Mohawk (Seneca), legendary activist, historian, writer, journalist, farmer,
long-time Bioneers Board member, precious teacher and friend, along with his
beloved wife Yvonne Dion-Buffalo, Native American (Samson Cree Band) scholar
and activist.

T Candace Pert, groundbreaking neuroscientist, genius of psychoneuroimmunology.
T Rand Plewak, a true-blue bioneer and beloved friend.
T Daryl Posey, visionary anthropologist and champion of indigenous peoples.
T Horst Rechelbacher, founder of Aveda, champion of organic and herbal products
and socially responsible business, Bioneers friend.

T Anita Roddick, beloved firebrand of socially conscious business, founder of The
Body Shop.

T Dr. Leonard Shlain, brilliant surgeon and inventor, author of the fascinating and
provocative book The Alphabet Versus the Goddess.

T Sara Stein, early and deeply influential advocate for gardening with native plants.
T Rebecca Tarbotton, inspired environmental, human rights and food activist, Executive Director of Rainforest Action Network.

T Peter Warshall, multi-disciplinary scientific genius and legendary conservation activist, beloved friend and ally, guiding light of Dreaming New Mexico.

T Barbara Whitestone, beloved friend, ally, street angel and box office ace.
T Marcellus Bearheart Williams, Muscogee Nation, Native American Church leader
and healer.
i Photos, from left: Sebia Hawkins, John Mohawk, Barbara Whitestone.
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Changing the Mindscape: Bioneers Media Outreach
Every year the Bioneers Conference is attended by as many as 100
members of the press, with additional media covering our programs
and projects all year long.

Changing the World By Changing the Story
The Scene: 1990

O

ur impulse to create Bioneers was to spread the word about breakthrough solutions for our most pressing
environmental and social crises. When people realize solutions exist, it leverages the pressure for change,
always our purpose. It was immediately clear the conference provided a perennial wellspring of powerful media content seldom found elsewhere, including marginalized voices and issues. Early on we began using the phrase,
“Communicate, Connect, Catalyze.”
Our goal has always been to bring attention to the people and projects we showcase. From the inception, we gained
press coverage nationally and locally, and edited, published and disseminated audiotapes and transcripts, including
“Voices of the Bioneers” features that soon found their way into the media.
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Receiving our first major funding in January 1998, we ramped up our
Public Education & Media Outreach program. Growing the conference
exponentially, we generated a large library of content and produced:
s The Bioneers radio series distributed nationally and globally.
s An anthology book series (6 to date) and 2 Bioneers books by Kenny Ausubel.
s National and global TV broadcast of keynotes on Free Speech TV and Link TV.
s Press and media coverage for speakers and the organization.
s Outreach that attracted filmmakers, leading to multiple third-party films.
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i Bioneers in the Spanish and Japanese press.
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PROGRAMS: MEDIA OUTREACH

In 2013-14, we launched several new media ventures:
s Themed Media Collections of “greatest hits” of keynotes and associated radio shows.
s Online distribution including iTunes, SoundCloud, the Roku and Fora.tv.
s A Media Pollinator program for individuals, companies and organizations to help spread content

and engagement.

On the Horizon:
While releasing our own content library ongoing, we want to provide online access to a year-round “digital coral reef”
featuring insider news, views, campaigns and initiatives from the larger Bioneers community, with pathways for direct
public engagement.
Today most Americans and many others get the majority of our “environmental education” through media. As human
beings, we’re hardwired for story and metaphor. We live in a “house made of stories,” as Native American author N.
Scott Momaday put it. Changing the story changes the world. Our metric is Return on Engagement. The founding
vision endures.

“ IT SHOULD BE THE MEDIA’S RESPONSIBILITY TO
go to where the silence is.”

– AMY GOODMAN, DEMOCRACY NOW!

Media Milestones
Bioneers Radio
“ THE BIONEERS SERIES IS A VALUABLE PART OF OUR PROGRAMMING SCHEDULE. It addresses the
most important issues facing our world… plus it offers solutions to many of these pressing issues.”

– JUDY PETULLO, KPOV.ORG
The multi-award winning series The Bioneers: Revolution from the Heart of Nature is our biggest outreach tool. Premiering in 2001 on 120 U.S. stations and many more globally, today it airs in over 470 U.S communities with Total
Market Coverage over 130 million, and worldwide in 13 nations to tens of millions more.
We’ve produced 14 series totaling 182 half-hour shows, and 2 one-hour specials, all largely evergreen content. The
first three years were produced in partnership with New Dimensions World Radio and ongoing Senior Producer Neil
Harvey, whom we thank.
s The series is a multiple winner of the New York Festivals International Radio Program Awards:

WorldMedal, Gold, Silver, Bronze.
s 5-time Winner: Gold Communicator Award of Excellence; 19-time Winner: Silver Communicator Award of

Distinction; winner of 11 Communicator Awards in 2014.
s PRX Zeitgeist Award: Top Five Most Licensed Debut Group. 11 Communicator Awards in 2014.
s Finalist for United Nations Department of Public Information Award for radio programming excellence.

i Top, from left: Pratap Chatterjee, Amy Goodman,

Jay Harris, Thom Hartmann. Bottom: The Bioneers
Radio Series has won dozens of top awards.
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PROGRAMS: MEDIA OUTREACH

Bioneers at the Movies
s The 11th Hour, the feature documentary by Leonardo DiCaprio and Tree Media company, brought 30 Bioneers

including Kenny into theaters and the homes of millions of people nationally and globally. Leonardo DiCaprio
invited Kenny to the Cannes and Hollywood premieres, including two days of press together in L.A.: Nightline,
CBS Morning News and dozens of other national and global broadcast and print outlets.
s Spanish filmmaker Pedro Barbadillo brought Kenny and Nina to Spain for multi-city tour and screenings of The

11th Hour, with help from El Mundo journalist Carlos Fresneda who has reported extensively on “Los Bioneros.”

s DIRT! The Movie by Bill & Laurie Benenson.
s Fantastic Fungi by Louie Schwartzberg, about the work of Paul Stamets.
s The forthcoming We the People 2.0 by Tree Media about the work of Thomas Linzey.

Bioneers Bookshelf
“ONE OF OUR BEST-SELLING BOOKS WOULDN’T HAVE HAPPENED WITHOUT BIONEERS. I heard Jeff

Clements at Bioneers in 2010 and talked to him about a book [Corporations Are Not People] right
there in the tent.”
-- NEAL MAILLET, BERRET-KOEHLER PUBLISHERS

We’ve published six acclaimed anthology books drawn from conference content and interviews, and catalyzed several books by others. Kenny Ausubel has published two books about Bioneers, as well as his first book Seeds of Change
that first referenced Bioneers in 1994.
s Nature’s Operating Instructions: The True Biotechnologies
s Ecological Medicine: Healing the Earth, Healing Ourselves
s Ecological Literacy: Educating Our Children for a Sustainable World
s Moonrise: the Power of Women Leading from the Heart
s Original Instructions: Indigenous Teachings for a Sustainable Future
s Visionary Plant Consciousness: The Shamanic Teachings of the Plant World
s Visions for a 21st Century Agriculture (self-published)
s Books by Kenny Ausubel: Dreaming the Future: Reimagining Civilization in the Age

of Nature, 2013 Grand Gold Nautilus prize (“better books for a better world”).
The Bioneers: Declarations of Interdependence; Seeds of Change: The Living Treasure.

“I TOOK THE LEAD OF LEILA AND NADIA AND A LOT

of it came from Kenny and the contacts that he
had—the real innovators in the environmental
movement.”
–LEONARDO DICAPRIO,
IN GERMANY’S STERN MAGAZINE

15 Ideas That Co
Up the World (could Shake
ver story)
By Staff, Utne Re
ader. March

-April 1999
Bioneers named
as one of the 15 id
eas that could
shake up the world
.
Link to full story
at www.bioneers
.org/25plus

s Books inspired or assisted by Bioneers: The Ominvore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan; Be the Change by

Thomas Linzey and Anneke Campbell; An Unreasonable Woman by Diane Wilson; Corporations Are Not
People: Reclaiming Democracy from Big Money and Global Corporations by Jeff Clements, Foreword by
Bill Moyers, (on several best-seller lists, in its 5th printing); and more.
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i Leonardo DiCaprio with founders Kenny Ausubel and Nina
Simons at the Hollywood premiere of The 11th Hour; the
movie poster.

PROGRAMS: MEDIA OUTREACH

Bioneers Books Behind Bars

“ABOUT FOUR YEARS AGO I WROTE TO REQUEST COPIES OF ARTICLES AND BOOKS OF BIONEERS

philosophy and ideas. These books and several papers have been passed around and photocopied to
the point that the books have completely fallen apart. These materials have touched many prisoners
here and in fact they have helped many to become quite concerned about environmental issues and
our connection physically, spiritually and psychosocially. I believe by becoming aware and in tune with
such issues, it gets to the root of reconnecting to people as a sort of ‘rehabilitation.’ Mind, body and spirit. I would be most appreciative if you would please send another copy of the above for our study group.”
– TROY THOREAU, INMATE, PELICAN BAY PRISON, VACAVILLE, CA

“WHAT IS MOST THREATENING TO THE STATUS QUO

Television

is dialogue, because honest dialogue and deep listening require us to change, to give up the rigidity of our opinions for the sacred heart of stories
where we remember who we are and who we are
not. What I would be willing to die for and give my
life to is freedom of speech.”

s Our Heroes, Our Selves on Lifetime TV (80 million viewers), after we connected actress-producer Marlo

Thomas with Gulf shrimper-chemical activist Diane Wilson, centrally featured in the program.

s Free Speech TV and LINK TV have aired keynote videos since 2001.
s Road Trip Nation on PBS featuring Bioneers, Kenny & Nina.
s Turning Prayer into Action on Link TV, by Cynthia Jurs, featuring the 13 Indigenous Grandmothers,

–TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS, AUTHOR

adapted from live Bioneers satellite Spacebridge from Dharamsala meeting with the Dalai Lama.

s Canada’s NEXT TV produced a conference segment, aired nationally in Canada and on 40 stations globally.
s Discovery Channel has filmed various Bioneers for programs.
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i Authors Terry Tempest Williams, Diane Wilson,
and Michael Pollan.

BIONEERS: 25 YEARS OF VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

23

PROGRAMS: MEDIA OUTREACH

New in 2014: Bioneers Media Collections
Themed “greatest hits” in CD/DVD sets curated from the Bioneers media archive.
s Indigenous Essentials vol. 1
s Nature, Culture and Spirit vol. 1
s Feminomics vol. 1
s Everywoman’s Leadership vol. 1
s Ecological Food & Farming vol. 1
s Ecological Medicine vol. 1

“BIONEERS PROVIDED US WITH A RICH SOURCE

OF ideas and participants for our documentary,
Dirt! The Movie, selected for the 2009 Sundance
Film Festival. After Dirt! was germinated from Bioneers, the film went on to national broadcast on
PBS for the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, now
with translations into nearly a dozen languages.
Bioneers has enhanced and changed our lives in
profound and unexpected ways.”
– BILL & LAURIE BENENSON, FILMMAKERS

s Ecological Design vol. 1 & 2
s Reimagining Labor in a Green Economy vol. 1

“EXPOSURE TO THE INSPIRATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF

s Food Justice vol. 1

Bioneers participants led me to create The Change
Making Media Lab at USC, making cinema to make
a difference.”

s Environmental Justice vol. 1
s Protecting and Restoring Nature vol. 1
s Democracy, Human Rights and the Rights of Nature vol. 1

– JEREMY KAGAN, AWARD-WINNING FILMMAKER,
PROFESSOR, USC

s Keynotes 2013
s Radio Series XIII and XIV

Cover art by SAM BROWN

“I WORK FOR FARMERS, AND I BUILD A BRAND. BY
“NINE YEARS AGO, I SAT IN THE AUDIENCE AT MY FIRST BIONEERS. AS I HEARD THE SPEAKERS TALK ABOUT

nature’s intelligence, respect for indigenous cultures and social justice, it rang true and touched the
deepest part of my soul. It connected me with fellow Eco Warriors like Paul Stamets who has become
my brother and partner on my film Fantastic Fungi. Jay Harman shared his biomimicry imagery for
my climate change film, What’s Possible, that opened the 2014 UN Climate Summit to inspire 150
world leaders. My first stage appearance at Bioneers gave me the confidence to do TED talks that have
over 43 million combined views, and be interviewed by Oprah for her Super Soul Sunday show. Who
knows how far these ripples of truth will travel, and how many hearts have been opened, but it all
started with a seed planted in my soul as I sat in the audience at Bioneers. I am eternally grateful.”

sponsoring the Bioneers radio series, I’m marrying
what I need to do to build this brand with what I
feel is right — to get these messages out to as
many people as we possibly can.”

– THERESA MARQUEZ, CHIEF MARKETING EXECUTIVE,
ORGANIC VALLEY FAMILY OF FARMS®

– LOUIE SCHWARTZBERG, BLACKLIGHT FILMS

u Filmmakers Louie Schwartzberg and Gay Dillingham.
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Other Media Milestones
1990 Environment News Service names Bioneers “One of Year’s Top Stories.”
1996 Whole Earth Review reports and begins publishing Bioneers talks.
1997 Weaving the World conference audio CDs for 7 years.
2001 Live satellite broadcast of keynotes piloted to launch Beaming Bioneers.
2002 Wisdom at the End of a Hoe: Voices for an Ecological Farming Future audio CD.
2002 Major national press for Iroquois White Corn project (see Indigenous Knowledge).
2003 Canadian Broadcasting Corporation Radio 3 featured the conference and several

bioneers in its weekly online radio journal, which ran a 2nd time in “Best of
2003” program.

2004 Visions for a 21st Century Agriculture published in-house.
2005 2-year collaboration with Thom Hartmann supplying guests for national

radio show.

2006 Supply climate change experts to Weather Channel.
2008 Live keynotes broadcast to North American Association of Environmental

Educators national conference.

2008 First Dreaming New Mexico maps and pamphlets published plus video with Navajo

Nation using Google Earth to map renewable energy future (See RCN section).

2013 Globally recognized media innovator Joshua Fouts joins as Executive Director.

“THE BIONEERS SERIES MAKES A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE BECAUSE THE PROGRAM
introduces us to new ideas being put into practice. We then feel that the dominant paradigm is changing and our planet is breathing a sigh of relief.”
– 2BAYFM, BYRON BAY, NEW SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA COMMUNITY RADIO

“THE BIONEERS RADIO PROGRAM HAS HELPED US ESTABLISH AN AUDIENCE THAT
was being completely brainwashed by corporate media perspectives and materials. WLRI and our listeners are truly grateful that there is an intelligent and
insightful program that we can provide to the masses here.”

Map art by GLEN STROCK

– WLRI 93FM, GAP, PENNSYLVANIA
i Clockwise from top: Whole Earth Review

article, 1996, Dreaming New Mexico map,
and Weaving the World audio cds.

BIONEERS: 25 YEARS OF VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

25
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The Bioneers Conference
Brother, Can You Spare a Paradigm?
The Scene:

W

hen we started Bioneers in 1990, forget being on the radar screen—we might as well have been UFOs.
The work and people we were highlighting mainly spanned outlier topics and featured diverse leaders
including the voices of indigenous peoples and marginalized communities. They were seldom known in
the larger culture, or known in small, specialized circles.
Bioneers became a kind of “star search.” Our general modus operandi is to highlight “the greatest people you never
heard of.” Many have gone on to wide recognition and influence (which hopefully would have happened anyway).
The original cultural DNA of the event has persisted, while evolving and coevolving with the world. Attending the
conference is like drinking from a fire hose of knowledge. Nature-inspired solutions occupy the practical and philosophical center. Systems thinking is the lens, polished by the clear light of humility in the face of how little we know
and can know. The compass is progressive values of justice, democracy, diversity, equity, and freedom.
We’ve staked out at the crossroads where the Gaia theory of Earth as one giant intelligent superorganism converges
with parallel ancient empirical indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) and the cutting-edge design science of biomimicry. The science of Nature’s Operating Instructions meets the Original Instructions of First Peoples
for how to live on Earth for the long haul and how to be a human being.
“Resilience Thinking” responds to ecological regime change with the decentralization and diversity favored by nature.
Ecological Medicine anchors public health in the health of ecosystems, while restorative food systems regenerate
ecology, economy and public health. The once separate social justice and environmental movements converge in the
recognition that what we do to each other we do to the Earth, and we’ll have peace only when we practice justice, a
process that never ends. The leadership of women emerges as decisive and fundamental to successful transformation
and sane economics. Youth leadership provides new visions and legs, and youth movements do change the world.

“IT’S A FORUM WHERE THE IDEA THAT ‘IT’S ALL CONNECTED’ — A TRUISM THAT CAN ALL TOO EASILY
become a platitude — is vividly illustrated. The three-day schedule was filled with scientists, thinkers,
activists and spiritual leaders whose collective accomplishments are breathtaking. Somehow, this
group manages to relate electoral politics to enlightenment, choreography to solar panels, Zapatistas
to constitutional law, the South Bronx to recycled paper, and global warming to beauty… This is the
Bioneers flavor: a mixture of heady abstraction with on-the-ground solutions, wonking with hipness,
politics with passion.”
– GREGORY DICUM, “It’s All Connected: Bioneers Gathers the Eco-Tribe,”
SF Gate (online San Francisco Chronicle)

i Photos from top: Dr. Jane Goodall at Bioneers; conference
brochures
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Burgeoning democracy movements animate the topography of hope shared by vast majorities of the world’s peoples,
and confront the rhinoceros in the room of corporate power. The emerging movement for the global Rights of Nature
irrevocably expands the very notion of rights to the nonhuman world. The mysteries of the cosmos, soul and spirit
suggest the re-enchantment of a world that is alive, sentient and responsive to human consciousness and creative
participation.
These big ideas, breakthrough innovations, and archetypal megaphors reflect clashing paradigms in the ruins of a
drive-by civilization on a collision course with nature and each other. Ultimately the situation calls for a “value change
for survival.”
The first conference in Santa Fe attracted 250 people, and then grew quickly. We moved it to San Francisco in 1993,
kept growing rapidly, and finally landed at the Marin Center in 1999, attracting about 3,000 people annually since.
The early conferences focused on seed diversity, biodiversity, biocultural diversity, organic food and farming, bioremediation and biomimicry (eight years before the field had a name). Also central to the cultural DNA were “green
medicine,” indigenous knowledge, green business, and progressive political perspectives. From the outset, we’ve
highlighted the imperative of a change of heart, an Earth-centered ethics or a spirituality of interbeing.

o Photos from left: Chief Oren Lyons; Janine Benyus

The Biomimicry Institute
by Bryony Schwan, Co-founder
Janine’s first encounter with Bioneers led to a nearly
two-decade personal and professional relationship
with both Amory and Hunter Lovins. Janine served
on the Board of Directors of Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) and RMI incubated the first iteration of a
biomimicry online database now called AskNature.
org. Hunter has included biomimicry as a part of her
sustainability courses and Amory has generously
nominated Janine for many awards. When Janine was
recognized as a Time Magazine Hero, Amory said of
biomimicry, “It will change your life. It has already
changed mine. And it may save the world.”
Janine also met long time friend and colleague Paul
Hawken through Bioneers. Paul and Janine have collaborated on many projects. Janine also met Mary
Hansel at Bioneers, a sustainability guru at Corolla Engineers, Inc. who served as a founding board

member of The Biomimicry Institute, as did David
Fox, another Bioneers connection who made the
first significant donation to formally launch The
Biomimicry Institute.
Since that time we have collaborated with Bioneers
on two intensive sessions at the Bioneers conference and the first European one. While there have
been many media stories on biomimicry that have
arisen from Janine or other biomimicry staff speaking at Bioneers, one of the most important connections has been with Leila Connors of Tree Media, resulting in Janine and biomimicry being featured in
Leonardo DiCaprio’s groundbreaking film The 11th
Hour.
There are just too many important connections
and stories that have resulted from our 18-year relationship with Bioneers to cover. The relationship

between our organizations has been profound and
life-changing and we are deeply appreciative to Bioneers for all that they have nurtured for not only
biomimicry, but for so many emerging movements
and organizations.

BIONEERS: 25 YEARS OF VISIONARY LEADERSHIP
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By the mid-90s we moved into climate action, women’s leadership, re-localization, environmental justice, racial justice, environmental health, and challenging corporate power and constitutional rights. Soon to follow were the emergence of “Ecological Medicine” and “Resilience Thinking” including models of large-scale ecosystem restoration,
re-localization and social resilience. We’ve also highlighted the emerging movement to enshrine global Rights of
Nature in jurisprudence.
In 2001, we innovated with a live 3-day satellite broadcast of conference keynotes to local communities. It grew into
the Beaming Bioneers project and Resilient Communities Network program.
From its inception, the holistic Bioneers big-tent framework provoked rich novelty and innovation. As in ecosystems,
the edges where different worlds meet are the most fertile and diverse. The conference became the hatchery for a
community of leadership across disciplines, cultures and walks of life.
In an exponentially smaller universe in 1990, we figured most people would know each other, at least in their area of
work. Not! We then realized that connecting people with each other was equally important to communicating these
new (and ancient) paradigms and breakthrough solutions.

LaDonna Redmond
CEO, Institute of Community Resource Development, Chicago
I have met people I thought I could not have anything in common with and found out we have
everything in common. I have met my sheroes and heroes—the list is endless. I have been in Essence
magazine as a result of Bioneers’ public relations. I have been invited to speak at all kinds of places.
I met Van Jones and I am deeply involved in the call to address climate change. I am a Green for All
Academy member and we are launching Food For All. I have received checks from people at Bioneers,
but the best part of being in what I consider the Bioneers family has been the friendships that I have
made that have lasted me longer than money ever could!

“WE NEED TO BRING TOGETHER OUR BEST THINKING

on restorative justice and on restorative economics to stop destroying our planet and to make our
communities bloom again. Our neighborhoods
wouldn’t have to be battlegrounds if the economy
could become a healing force.”
– VAN JONES, founder, Green For All

“THE MOST HEARTENING STATISTIC ABOUT GLOBAL WARMING

that I can give you is this. Western Europeans, on average, use 50 percent less energy than Americans do per
capita. It’s not because they’re living in caves and having
undignified lives. It’s not because they have some magical
technology that we have been denied. It is because they
have a different way of regarding each other. A slightly
different ordering of the priorities in their lives.”
– BILL MCKIBBEN, author and co-founder 350.org
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i Photos clockwise from top right: Van Jones and Arianna
Huffington; LaDonna Redmond; Bill McKibben

PROGRAMS: THE BIONEERS CONFERENCE

“THE FUTURE IS ACTUALLY DETERMINED BY THE POTENTIAL OF THE PRESENT, THE POTENTIAL IN
each one of us. In these critical times in the human story, potential cannot be wasted. Those who
commit to uncovering the hidden wholeness, the potential in others—to witness it, believe in it and
strengthen it—may become the architects of the future of the world.”

– DR. RACHEL NAOMI REMEN, author and doctor
We’ve always been a hub of civil society groups, professionals and visionary start-ups; nature-inspired scientists and
artists; indigenous leaders; innovators in the food system, health care and the healing arts; educators and students;
women leaders; social entrepreneurs, green business innovators, philanthropists and economists; media innovators;
and engaged citizens. Today more public servants and mainstream business people participate than in the earlier years.
Over the years, Bioneers has grown into a network of networks and a nexus of movements. At the end of the day, it’s
about the symphony, not the soloist.
Perhaps above all, it’s a deep experience of community. Yet if you scratch the surface, there are serious fault lines:
techno-utopians and techno-skeptics; secular and spiritual perspectives; people working with Fortune 50 companies
and others seeking to deconstruct the corporate system entirely. Somehow the conference creates a field of kinship,
mutual respect and shared vision from this diversity.

Clayton Thomas-Muller

“SEEING THAT THIS [GOOGLE EARTH] TECHNOLOGY

was very important to create a dialogue with the
outside world, we decided to make our experience
in our 600,000 acres of rain forest a model, and
build a 50-year plan for our future, bringing it to
the world through the technology of the Internet
so we can build a sustainable future.”
– CHIEF ALMIR SURUI, Amazonian Chief

Clayton Thomas-Muller joined Bioneers in his early 20s as a Board
member and helped birth the Youth program and Indigenous Forum.
Today he is a globally recognized Indigenous leader.
“In 2000, I went to a retreat by Yes! Magazine and was introduced to a group of leaders who would end up being my mentors over the next 15 years: Belvie Rooks, Danny Glover, Tom
Goldtooth of Indigenous Environmental Network, Grace Lee
Boggs and of course Nina and Kenny. Kenny and Nina asked if I
would come open the 2001 conference with a pipe ceremony.
The rest of the story is quite epic. I ended up reconnecting with
Tom Goldtooth at Bioneers, and campaigning for Indigenous Environmental Network for 12 years.
Kenny and Nina invited me to become a youth Board member, and I worked with dynamic leaders
like Van Jones, Julia Butterfly and Kristin Rothballer, and we founded the Youth program. Kenny and
Nina then asked me to become Board Chair. I used that responsibility to bring in many of our frontline Indigenous community leaders to both be on the big stage and participate in all the workshops.
I’ve seen a dramatic shift in power of our people using this space to be able to tell their story of
resiliency and struggle. I recently rejoined the Board, and I’m so incredibly excited about the next 25
years, to continue this revolution from the heart of nature.”

“IN ORDER TO SPEAK THE

truth, in order to know
the truth, in order to have
the deepest knowledge,
you have to be in love.”
– SUSAN GRIFFIN, author

o Photos clockwise from left: Clayton Thomas-Muller;
Chief Almir Surui; Susan Griffin
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In the end, there’s an intangible power in coming together around the council fire to share visions and models of the
world we want and how to get there. It’s a learning-and-action community. It’s radically inclusive. No one has “the”
answer. It’s fundamentally populist and participatory in character. It requires embracing paradox and contradiction.
It’s alive and always has growing edges.
The conference continues to be a real-time co-creation story of social transformation and movement building—a social coral reef of nourishment, fertility, innovation and mutual aid. We give thanks for this great gift of the Bioneers
community of leadership in a time we’re all called upon to lead.

“THE FUTURE ONES ARE IN OUR ACTIONS RIGHT

here now. So are the ancestors. I want you to feel
them present, along with the brothers and sisters
of all species and forms of beauty and strength.
Let them laugh in your ears, and slap you on the
backside, and pull you forward, because we have
great work to do.”
– JOANNA MACY, author, Deep Ecologist

TESTIMONIALS

“HOW

CLEAN A CAR WOULD YOU BUY IF THE
exhaust pipe, instead of being aimed at pedestrians, were simply pumped into the passenger compartment? Well, probably pretty clean. Yet we all
live downwind and downstream of the products we
make.”
– AMORY LOVINS, co-founder
Rocky Mountain Institute

“The conference is known for its eclectic mix of topics and personalities, and for bubbling up disruptive
green ideas that find their way into our mainstream culture a few years later.”
– Tom McKeag, Reuters syndicated
“This is kind of a seasonal ceremony, Bioneers. If we were migrating birds, this would be our staging
ground, where we come and talk about what we hatched this year and what breeding was like.”
– Janine Benyus, author, founder, Biomimicry Institute
“The Bioneers community has had a significant impact on my work, introducing me to the visionary work
of people like Joel Salatin and Paul Stamets. Every time I go, I learn something and invariably find a few
gems.” – Michael Pollan, author The Omnivore’s Dilemma
“It was a great opportunity for me to join hands with the larger community that wants to do the same
work my Tribal people—Coast Miwok and Southern Pomo—have been doing for eons, work that must be
done if we are to continue.” – Greg Sarris, Chairman, Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria, California
“Bioneers has been a venue where leaders of color within the environmental justice movement are bridging historical racial gaps in the environmental movement to share grounded strategies and new visions
with the promise of creating a healthy, just and sustainable multi-racial society.”
– M. Paloma Pavel and Carl Anthony, Breakthrough Communities
30
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i Photos clockwise from top left: Joanna Macy; Amory Lovins;
Lucas Benitez and friend
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Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund
Thomas Alan Linzey, Esq.
Bioneers creates a one-of-a-kind infectious experience by spreading ideas that might save the world
and that promise to pull us back from the brink of
economic and environmental collapse. Our participation in the 2004 Bioneers conference gave us
access to a network of professionals, activists and
media that enabled us to grow our nascent community activist trainings, access the Bioneers network,
and follow up on media leads from the nation’s top
progressive magazines. An immediate result was
the extension of our Democracy Schools to several Beaming Bioneers satellite locations, which has
been critical to our local community organizing.
An introduction to an individual donor led directly
to the creation of an organization called Envision
Spokane—a coalition of twenty-eight labor union
locals, neighborhood associations, and nonprofit
organizations which has set its sights on amending
the Spokane City Home Rule Charter with a Com-

munity Bill of Rights guaranteeing rights to housing, healthcare, transportation, and sustainable
neighborhoods.
We connected with filmmaker Jeremy Kagan to
produce short videos about communities taking
on some of the world’s largest corporations, and
with Anneke Campbell who co-authored our first
book, Be the Change, the direct result of a meeting
with the publisher at Bioneers. Your media have allowed our work to enter classrooms, organizational
meetings, and public discourse. We are constantly
being contacted by individuals and groups who
have watched the Bioneers DVDs. Our appearance
in Leonardo DiCaprio’s The 11th Hour and the dissemination of our work on the Bioneers radio series have raised our visibility and opened doors to
several communities that would otherwise have
remained closed. Appearance in that film then re-

sulted in another film currently in
production, We the People 2.0.
DiCaprio’s film was circulated in Ecuador
to support our work there, which resulted in a new
national draft Constitution in 2008 that recognizes
the rights of ecosystems. The work of the Legal Defense Fund in Hawai’i to assist communities there
with the banning of genetically modified seeds and
crops began with one of our Democracy Schools at
the conference.
Not only has the Bioneers conference served to amplify the work of the Legal Defense Fund, it has also
resulted in practical funding, organizing, and media
opportunities that have enabled the organization
to service additional communities across the United States and the globe.

“Bioneers is one of the great social innovations of our time. Bioneers brings us together at the axis of
personal and planetary healing. If Bioneers didn’t exist, we’d have to invent it.”
– Michael Lerner, President, Commonweal
“Bioneers has long informed and inspired my work, linked me with many much higher primates, and
helped spread our word far and wide.” – Amory Lovins, founder Rocky Mountain Institute
“I love Bioneers! I come because I learn so much. I draw on what I learn here all year long. I also come to
see friends and network and do movement building because this is the place to make it happen.”
– Annie Leonard, Producer-Director, “The Story of Stuff”
“Bioneers really renewed my sense of hope and optimism about what the future can hold. It gave me a new
framework to think about the future in terms of solutions, and has been a vital part of my journey and my
political life.” – Van Jones, in E Magazine

i Thomas Linzey, Dave Henson, friend, Richard Grossman
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“The work you are doing is fantastic. The conference was great, and the charismatic and intelligent speakers were amazing!”
– Helen Ågren, Director, Division for Sustainable Development, Ministry of the Environment, Sweden
“It may be impossible to come to Bioneers and not be inspired. As we design a future that is truly sustainable, an essential ingredient is the integrated spirit of creativity, aspiration, innovation and optimism
that is Bioneers. I can always count on Bioneers to make me stronger for having been there.”
– Paul Anastas, “father” of Green Chemistry
“Workshops become national strategy sessions on the critical issues of our day.”
– Dave Henson, Director, Occidental Arts and Ecology Center, CA
“This experience was one of those things in life that you know happened, but you do not find the words to
explain the impact it had in your life. It opened many doors. People became more interested in the work
I do, and I have more opportunities to continue spreading environmental awareness wherever I go. This
was a life-changing experience I will never forget. Si se Puede!!! Yes, we can!!
– Erica Fernandez, environmental justice organizer
“A gathering of inspiration and innovation, Bioneers is creating a community of social change. I think this
is such a poignant time. I am aware every single day of this full range of expression. I think of T.S. Eliot,
‘turning shadow into transient beauty.’ Living in the desert you hear the coyotes crying; you see them
calling at the moon. You see drought. You see fish stranded on the cracked sand. You see willow flycatchers surviving, and you think that if the willow flycatcher can continue to sing between intervals of thunder, then we can too. I cry everyday, not because I’m sad but because I feel. In many ways that’s our most
important task at this moment in time: to not avert our gaze, not to allow ourselves to be numb to the
world. Being numb is another form of suicide. The question emerges: How shall we live? I want to live as
openly, as wildly, as present as I can. I think of the wonderful haiku by Issa: ‘Insects on a bough, floating
downriver, still singing.” That’s what we’re doing. We’re singing. All
of us. It’s one of the things that’s so daunting to me—when you step
into community here at Bioneers, we are singing, even in the midst of
heartbreak.” – Terry Tempest Williams, author

“THERE

IS NO ENVIRONMENT OUT THERE AND
we’re here, and we’ve got to regulate our interaction with it. We are the environment. There is no
distinction. What we are doing to our surroundings, we’re doing directly to ourselves. This is not
rocket science.”
– DAVID SUZUKI, biologist, author, broadcaster

“It has been so great to see so many Bioneers people become household names and mainstream figures. It looks like your dreams are being realized and affecting a great many people.”
– Jeanette Leehr, Board Chair, Via International
“I met my wonderful wife at Bioneers!” – Billy Parish, founder, Mosaic
[We know of at least 10 marriages that originated at Bioneers.]

“HOPE IS A VERB WITH ITS SLEEVES ROLLED UP.”
– DAVID W. ORR

32

BIONEERS: 25 YEARS OF VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

i Photos from top: David Suzuki; David W. Orr
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2014

25th A N N I V E R S A R Y

BIONEERS
SUM MIT CONFERENCE

o Photos from top left clockwise around the edge: Gay Dillingham,

Joshua Fouts, Clayton Thomas-Muller; Nina & Kenny; Severine vT
Fleming; Belvie Rooks; Indigenous mutual honoring ceremony, from
left, Tom Goldtooth, Dune Lankard, Cara Romero, Clayton ThomasMuller, Chief Sidney Hill, Chief Oren Lyons, Nina Simons, Kenny
Ausubel; Manuel Pastor; Youth Poetry Slam; Three Sisters Farming with
Robin Kimmerer, Sage LaPena, Roxanne Swentzell; Climbing PoeTree.

o Photo insets from top left clockwise: Osprey Orielle Lake, Nina
Simons, Jodie Evans; Naomi Klein; Indigenous Youth Mural Art
Project; Destiny Arts Performance.
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Bioneers Resilient Communities Network
“THE WORLD WILL BE SAVED BY PEOPLE SAVING THEIR OWN HOMES.”

– PETE SEEGER

I

n 2001, we initiated the Beaming Bioneers program in response to avid conference attendee Mary Rowe’s request
to bring Bioneers home to Toronto, Canada. Could we broadcast the morning keynotes by satellite and let her organize a local conference around them that also featured local speakers and issues? Beaming Bioneers soon launched
with five partner communities in the U.S. and Canada and grew to over 20 sites annually.
The program began as a direct response to the necessary trend away from centralized, too-big-not-to-fail systems. The
shift from a society built on cheap oil and unsustainable, insecure food and infrastructure systems entails a radical reorganization of everyday life. Resilience arises from more decentralized, localized and redundant systems and guides
the transition to a restoration or “moral” economy. The political borders on maps must flex to reflect the ecological
and intensely local realities of watersheds, foodsheds, energysheds and culturesheds.
The real action was already happening locally: mayors and governors seeking to address energy and environmental
concerns. Today more and more cities and states are acting as laboratories of resilience and sustainability (and democracy). But often they stumble at the doorstep of “How?” and have seldom applied systems thinking.

i Photos from top: Satellite truck beams keynotes c. 2002;
Bioneers Connecting For Change in New Bedford, MA.

Bioneers by the Bay, New Bedford, Massachusetts
Founded by Marion Institute, Bioneers by the Bay’s
Connecting For Change Beaming conference in New
Bedford, Massachusetts began in Marion in partnership with U Mass Dartmouth. The desire to source
conference food locally and do composting led to
conversations with Sodexo, the leading provider
of integrated food and facilities management services in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. A collaborative partnership resulted in shifting the company to
sustainable practices. By focusing more locally and
sustainably with its food decisions, Sodexo saved

money, helped local economies, and has received
national awards for its practices (one of 2012’s
Most Admired Companies by Fortune magazine).
Bioneers by the Bay moved to New Bedford following discussions with the Mayor and Director of the
Economic Development Center. After an introduction by Bioneers to Van Jones, Bioneers By the Bay
with Van created POWER, People Organizing for
Wealth and Ecological Restoration. It has helped
lead the state to become number one in weatherization and pass
green jobs legislation that supports
underserved communities.
Bioneers By the Bay
helped establish the
city’s first Energy
Office and Energy
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Department to expand renewables, energy conservation and green jobs, including energy audits for
3,000 residents, saving hundreds of thousands of
dollars. For this work, the city won the U.S. Conference of Mayors grant for $300,000. Bioneers By
the Bay says it was all birthed by the conference.
New Bedford then won a federal grant to become
the port for Cape Wind, the nation’s first major
offshore wind farm, which Bioneers board member
Greg Watson played a key role in developing.
In 2012, Bioneers By the Bay received a $1 million
grant to launch The Center for Restorative Community as a working farm, learning center and incubator for green entrepreneurship. Executive Director
Desa VanLaarhoven was named 2010 Massachusetts Southcoast Woman of the Year. “A lot of this
never would have happened if the conference had
not been such a success and really helped break
down barriers with community members as well as
other communities.”

PROGRAMS: RESILIENT COMMUNITIES NETWORK

Since 2002, dedicated citizen leaders have organized 100’s of Bioneers community conferences in 65 cities, engaging upwards of 80,000 people across the U.S., Canada and Europe. By 2012, virtually all the Beaming sites evolved
from producing an annual conference to being a hub of year-round activities, primarily using Bioneers media and/
or speakers as a focal point to gather community. Almost all the sites are associated with colleges, universities, or
schools at every grade level. Bioneers materials, tools, and ideas are now used in 100’s more schools and in classroom
curriculum.
In 2012, Bioneers produced the “National Resilient Communities Network: A Call to Action” one-day conference. In
advance, we interviewed key national and international figures to explicitly identify the key goals and barriers to the
realization of just and resilient communities, writ large. Over and over, the message was the same. The solutions
already exist: Short-cut innovation by replicating, scaling and connecting.

Local Government Recognition
The County of Marin honored Bioneers for
the 2nd time with a 2014 Proclamation by the
County Board of Supervisors. Congressman
Jared Huffman honored Bioneers by entering a
Proclamation into the Congressional Record.

L.A. Bioneers
In 2003, Sara Nichols and Barbara Bosson looked for ways to
spark a conversation on how to help restore Los Angeles. Sara
is an environmental and political activist and Barbara is a sixtime Emmy-nominated actress best known for her role on TV’s
“Hill Street Blues.” They began monthly salons whose guests
have included Van Jones, Jodie Evans, Aqeela Sherrills, Andy Lipkis, Chief Oren Lyons and many other bioneers. Says Barbara,
“Sara suggested I accompany her to the Bioneers conference
in October 2004. The experience was life-changing. I thought
that if we could just mainstream the Bioneers’ all-connected
view, we could get our political leaders to beat their lies into
ploughshares.”

u Photos clockwise from top left:
Andy Lipkis, TreePeople; Ginny
McGinn & Kristin Rothballer,
original Beaming co-directors;
Beaming Bioneers events in
Michigan, Georgia, Illinois; Teo
Grossman, Director of Strategic
Initiatives.
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Facts & Figures:
BEAMING BIONEERS MILESTONES
s Inaugural year, 5 sites across U.S. & Canada. Broad-

2004

Biomimicry Institute & Guild, North American Association of Environmental Education.
s Envision Spokane launches in Spokane, WA, leading

to the ballot measure for Rights of Nature and Community Rights that later gains 49.2% of vote on 2nd
try in 2011. Stay tuned…

s Involvement of mayor of Bloomington, Indiana leads

to the establishment of a Sustainability Coordinator in
his office as a direct result. Conference also helps gain
support for Commission on Sustainability for the City.

s Mayor of Eugene comes to conference and establishes

a Sustainability Commission as a result.

s Article appears in Utne Reader about Beaming

Bioneers.

2009
s TEDx launches: model similar to Beaming model

developed 8 years earlier.

2012

Bioneers conference.

s Bloomington Mayor proclaims October 22, 2006 as

“BIONEERS DAY.”

s Mayor of Anchorage (later Senator) Mark Begich

gives 2nd Bioneers keynote.

2007

s Newspapers including Boston Globe and the Minne-

apolis Star Tribune publish 53 stories on Beaming
events.

2008
s 2 out of 3 people attend a Bioneers conference in a

total) generated each year (radio, print,
local TV).

Bioneers national links efforts and explores Global
Action Networks practices.
2013
s First screening of Bioneers Indigenous Forum DVDs

by University of Boulder Beaming partner.

s Campaign Connections: connect Beaming sites with

campaigns through local chapters of Sierra Club,
350.org, Drug Policy Alliance, national anti-GMO
campaign, others.

2014
s Landmark national conference intensive “California:

Global Game-Changer for Climate Leadership” in
partnership with Tom Hayden and others.

s Webinars for RCN communities with national leaders

of re-localization practices including the Community
Environmental Legal Defense Fund on Rights of Nature policies and the Detroit Local Food Policy Council discussing urban food justice and policy efforts.
Similar events with the Rocky Mountain Institute and
TreePeople are on deck for spring 2015.

s Partnership with North American Association for

Environmental Education: Bioneers video feed at its
annual conference.

s Campaign Partner program with national groups to
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s Average of 50 local media stories (c. 650

s Resilient Communities Network intensive at

local location, tripling the reach.

have local presence, including: Children and Nature
Network, Slow Food, 350.org, BALLE, Green For All,

500 speakers per year, via all events. At
least 200 partner organizations are involved
annually around the country.

first Energy Office and Energy Department to expand
renewables, energy conservation and green jobs.
(See box).

s Beaming conferences speakers: Robert Kennedy, Jr.,

author Naomi Wolf, John Todd, TreePeople’s Andy
Lipkis.

s On average, the program features around

s Bioneers By the Bay helps establish New Bedford’s

Bozeman Bioneers conference.

s 19 sites. 650 speakers in total, 30 university partners.

countries [U.S., Scotland, Canada].

Network, consortium of 39 community colleges in
the Midwest.

s Montana chapters of Code Pink created at 2005

2006

s 223 conferences in 65 cities, 30 states, 3

s Ongoing partnership with Illinois Green Economy

2005
s 1st Democracy School in Alaska, direct result of

s An estimated 80,000 participants over 13

years.

2002
cast of keynotes draws standing ovations, which
continues today.

Beaming Bioneers 2002-2014

s Bioneers honored by Marin County Board of Supervi-
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sors for our contributions to advancing the County’s
environmental practices and justice.

i Photos from top: Local Beaming

Bioneers in Maryland, Alaska and
the Heartland.
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In response, Bioneers is evolving the Beaming Bioneers program into an interconnected national network of communities of practice, focused on spreading, implementing and supporting breakthrough solutions. We’re connecting
innovative ideas with the right people and communities. We’re drawing on the extensive expertise of the larger
Bioneers community as well as current and future Bioneers Network members to identify and spread innovative,
replicable and scalable models, tools and projects.
In 2014, we held the landmark one-day conference “California: Global Game-Changer for Climate Leadership,” in partnership with former State Senator Tom Hayden and others. The day focused on how California is acting as a global
leverage point of a globalocal movement to shift the world on climate disruption. It featured and engaged many key
players in government, business, finance, ecology, social justice and technology. Bioneers will co-sponsor a follow-up
2015 organizing meeting and intensive, and publish an e-book from 2014 intensive proceedings.
Now that Bioneers has based our headquarters in the Bay Area, we are engaging with California’s climate leadership
and will continue to help connect the dots in the burgeoning movement of national and global “sub-national” alliances
at the forefront of climate leadership and action.

Envision Spokane in Washington
Envision Spokane, an initiative to re-write the City Charter to include the rights of nature and expanded
citizen and community rights, grew out of Democracy Schools led by Thomas Linzey, a direct result of Spokanians who met Linzey at Bioneers.
“The first time I went to the Bioneers conference was a blessing for me and the development of
our Spokane programs. It gave us a blueprint of what community can look like if it is developed with
intention and courage. We were able to draw from the successes that so many presenters had in
their work, and to concretize and localize so much of what we have learned from Bioneers. Things
like Envision Spokane can be directly related to our association with Bioneers. When we developed
the Saranac Hotel into the ‘greenest’ building in the state, much of the inspiration and a good deal
of the technical knowledge came both directly and indirectly from Bioneers. We are now in the process of developing an extensive food project that also has significant Bioneers influences. I will be
forever grateful to the innovation, courage, inspiration and wisdom that Bioneers has given us in
Spokane and the entire world.”

– JIM SHEEHAN, attorney, Founder, Center for Justice, Bioneers Board

“Bioneers has inspired us year by year to continuously improve our performance. Keep up the great work,
Bioneers. Keep providing a vision of how we can all walk our talk. Send us your good ideas, get engaged,
be politically active because guys like me need cover from folks like you to do this work.”
– Charles McGlashan, Marin County Board of Supervisors

i Photos from top: Tom Hayden 2014 Intensive;
Beaming event in Oregon; Jim Sheehan;
Governor’s Proclamation from Indiana.
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Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit
Sister Gloria Rivera, IHM, an organizer for the Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit
(GLBD) site, participated in the launch of the Detroit Food Justice Task Force, 10
organizations collaborating to take food-justice and food sovereignty city-wide.
This collaborative effort flowed from GLBD’s “Race, Food and Resistance” 2009
conference learnshop, which eventually became a new organization, Uprooting
Racism Planting Justice.
“Awareness of Detroit as a ‘food desert’ has grown. Healthy, locally grown
food has been an integral component of our conference, and we have seen
awareness grow from having delicious food at the conference, to using
food grown within a 100-mile radius of the city, to promoting the skills of
chefs who assisted us, to collaborating with more farms and healthy food
providers. We have been able to tap into and collaborate with other organizations working for many years in the Detroit area.”
– Gloria Rivera, IHM (Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary)
Detroit Bioneers conference organizer

MarinLink
In 2006, MarinLink, a nonprofit organization dedicated to connecting the local Marin County community, started offering a spring series featuring our
plenary DVDs with group discussions, led by Founder and President Nancy
Boyce and Executive Director and Co-Founder Mary O’Mara. Mary: “We have
an integrated, global view of how we believe the community can work together—and it’s really modeled after the Bioneers model.” Nancy: “We show
plenaries and bring in local speakers to talk about how the principles and the
theories presented in the plenaries can be integrated in our community, how
we can walk the talk.”
Today MarinLink continues to work closely with Bioneers, and helped put
together a 2014 conference session on envisioning the future of Marin
County, which is already an environmental and clean energy leadership model
nationally. It attracted hundreds of attendees in a sort of Town Meeting
including Marin County Board of Supervisors members and Congressman
Jared Huffman, who entered a Proclamation praising Bioneers into the federal Congressional Record.

i Photos from top: Sister Gloria Rivera, Great Lakes Bioneers
Detroit
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“THE GOOD NEWS FOR ANYONE COMMITTED TO

sustainability is the realization that we do not
need to invent sustainable human communities
from scratch. We can model them after nature’s
ecosystems, which are sustainable communities of
plants, animals and microorganisms.”

Blackwood Bioneers,
Texas

– FRITJOF CAPRA, AUTHOR, CO-FOUNDER,
CENTER FOR ECOLITERACY
“More than half of Telluride’s Town Council attended and two of three County Commissioners. The Town
of Telluride started a sustainability inventory and created the position of Sustainability Coordinator”
– Elisabeth Gick, Telluride, CO Bioneers Organizer
“Bioneers is a progressive group of people that really is our society’s conscience. It’s setting an agenda,
that we as elected officials are going to have to respond to, if we’re going to be true to our pledge and
vows when we became elected.”
– Peter Lawson, Jones, Cuyahoga County Commissioner, Great Lakes Bioneers Cleveland
“Every one of our panels and presenters was charged with being explicit about solutions—online organizing, socially responsible investing, alternative health, women and environmental health, methane digesters—everything was about the effort to solve. There was nary a mention of politics or blame.”
– Dean Williamson, Northern Rockies Bioneers

In Texas, the City of Houston’s Code Administrator Sheila Blake heard a presentation at
Blackwood Beaming Bioneers about salvaged
building materials that inspired her to take
action. “By the end of the breakout session,
we decided we would try to make some code
changes to allow these kinds of houses to
be built in Houston. As a result of our excitement from that sort of public celebration, we
added it to the Houston Building Code for reuse of materials in buildings. Then a couple
of other people and I formed a local nonprofit
to bring diversity to the green movement,
thanks to Bioneers national and its diversity
in programming. As a city employee, I started rolling up my sleeves and researching the
grants. We were able to bring a $3 million
grant to Houston for green jobs. Bioneers in
Houston is what started the conversation.”

“This conference changed the course of my life,”
– Grace Lee Boggs, legendary then 89-year-old Detroit activist and Beaming keynote speaker, Traverse
City, MI (died 2014)

Salt Lake City Bioneers, Utah
U.S. Senate candidate Bill Barron attended the Salt Lake City Beaming Bioneers Conference in 2008
and continues to be influenced and inspired by that experience. “I heard Bill McKibben speak and
introduce 350.org, and it really hit home how important it is that we address human-caused climate
change. As a father and a carpenter, I founded the Utah Chapter of the Citizens Climate Lobby,
and went to Washington and lobbied with other volunteers to place a fee on carbon emissions.
Three years later, at the Salt Lake City Beaming Bioneers Conference, I announced my bid to run
for U.S. Senate, opposing six-term incumbent Orrin Hatch, who doesn’t believe climate change is
human-caused. It has been the Bioneers organization and people like you here today that have provided the inspiration to take a stand on behalf of the Earth, against the odds, because individuals
can make a difference.”

“CITIES HAVE BECOME THE GREAT INCUBATORS

of sustainable ideas and generally are much further ahead than the federal government. Perhaps
a post-national consciousness is emerging in which
the country—in this case, individual cities—is becoming the guarantor of values as were the original city states of Greece and of Renaissance Italy.”

– JAMES HILLMAN, AUTHOR, JUNGIAN PSYCHOLOGIST
i Photos from top left: Fritjof Capra
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Dreaming New Mexico
Dreaming the future can create the future…

I

n 2006, we launched the Dreaming New Mexico (DNM) project in our
own backyard to apply systems thinking and imagination at the state
level to reconcile human organization with natural systems. The DNM
premise is that dreaming the future can create the future. We create a
refuge and step back to ask ourselves: What would success look like?
Rather than settling for what we think we can get, what do we really want?
What is our dream?
Co-led by the late polymath Peter Warshall, DNM has been the first comprehensive overview of a state’s food and farming systems, and one of the
most detailed analyses and “dreams” of a state’s total energy and food
systems. It created breakthrough ideas, tools, processes and strategies
in a widely collaborative framework including the centerpiece of “future
maps” and accompanying booklets and other information for “The Age of
Renewables” and “The Age of Local Foodsheds and A Fair Trade State.”
The project put these “do-able dreams” into play through strategic convenings, targeted briefings, education, collaborations and alliances. It has
helped many groups re-think their future goals and understand where
their leverage could be better applied.
DNM is embedded within New Mexico and serving as a template for other
place-based initiatives around the nation and globally.
DNM directly affected state and municipal policies, including working
with the Governor, the Governor’s Green Jobs Cabinet and mayors. DNM
helped coalesce previously disparate NGOs and fostered multi-stakeholder collaborations around a shared vision. It has supported the work and
dreams of Indigenous and Hispano communities, who comprise a majority of New Mexico’s population. DNM materials are being used in formal
educational institutions locally and nationally.

u Photos clockwise from top left: Dreaming New Mexico maps and pamphlets; DNM team from left:

Tim Foresman, Arturo Sandoval, Nina Simons, Arty Mangan, Ken Meter, Kenny Ausubel, Co-Directors
Peter Warshall and Nikki Spangenburg; Rebecca Moore, Founder, Google Earth Outreach.
DNM poster map art by Cynthia Miller
DNM detail maps by Diane Rigoli
DNM booklet design by Julie Tennant
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The project has been extraordinarily well received and won awards. It garnered a 2010 New Mexico Governor’s Proclamation and was named runner-up for the 2009 Buckminster Fuller Challenge award.
DNM elicited requests for materials, consultations and possible partnerships with several other states and counties in
the U.S. as well as internationally. We presented the project in Sweden, Scotland, Britain, Holland, Spain and Hong Kong.
DNM provided Bioneers with an initial model for linking national-scale thinking with local-scale projects, resulting
in the new direction for our current Resilient Communities Network initiative. Continuing to work on the ground in
locations around the country creates a truly multi-scale organization, focused on disseminating solutions at both a
large, public scale as well as a practical and applied scale. The use of media remains central.
DNM was a large, complex 7-year project. We had to suspend it when Co-Director Peter Warshall developed cancer
and tragically died. The final project was “Dreaming Planet Earth: Methods for Mapping Future Food and Energy Systems at the Local Level,” a field guide to spread the methods and strategies we used to help spread the template.
To access the maps, booklets, research analyses and other materials. www.dreamingnewmexico.org

Buckminster Fuller Challenge Award:
Dreaming New Mexico
The 2009 Buckminster Fuller Challenge Award selected Dreaming New Mexico
as first runner-up from among 200 global entries (MIT Media Lab won).
Some of the jury’s comments:
“Dreaming New Mexico brings together the tools of grassroots organizing and community leadership with scientific know-how and political savvy to both create a vision for the future and lay
the groundwork for getting there. This is a fundamental leverage point for creating systemic
change. The core concept of this work is the power of transformative visioning, of imagining
the world we want to see and then putting the steps in place to get us there, a process which
Bucky often called designing the ‘preferred state.’ In many ways, DNM is a process for creating
a new political landscape that ties together Earth stewardship values with core community
needs—from fresh water, to clean energy, to abundant and locally grown food. Imagining a
better future is the first step towards creating that future, and DNM provides a rich community process that can be replicated across the globe to give voice to the grassroots and help
us build strong local economies and sustainable, resilient communities.”
Link to full article at: www.bioneers.org/25plus

u Dreaming New Mexico maps
DNM poster map art by Glen Strock
DNM detail maps by Diane Rigoli
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DREAMING NEW MEXICO MILESTONES
2006
s With Co-Director Peter Warshall, Dreaming New

Mexico* launches outreach and research with indepth community participation and expertise, later
joined by Nikki Spangenberg as Project Manager
(now RCN Co-Director).

s DNM one of three NGOs providing recommenda-

tions to Governor and New Mexico Department of
Agriculture, with numerous DNM frames, ideas and
specific actions later included in NMDA report.

s In partnership with Center for Southwest Culture,

National Hispanic Cultural Center and Indian Pueblo
Cultural Center, DNM provides materials for annual
From Field to Feast event (3,000 attendees). DNM
exhibit displayed at both cultural centers.

2008
s Dreaming New Mexico Age of Renewables map and

booklet* published, along with intensive outreach to
catalyze dialogue, relationships and action.

s Meet with Senator Tim Keller and Farm to Table on

a local food procurement bill. He uses DNM recommendations to get state institutions to purchase
10% of their food from local sources.

s Grant from the Google Inc. Charitable Giving Fund at

Tides Foundation to use Google Earth technology to
envision the green grid to transform northwestern
New Mexico from coal to solar and wind.

s DNM receives second Google grant on innovative

Indigenous clean energy mapping project.

2009
s Co-sponsor Green Jobs Summit with New Energy

Economy with 55 key influencers from government
(state, city, county), business, education, civil society, the tribes, youth and philanthropy. Governor Bill
Richardson premieres his new Green Jobs Cabinet
with press conference covered by Forbes and AP.

s DNM presents to Green Jobs Cabinet, which cites

our research in State’s communications and outreach, and commits to pursue elements.

s New Mexico Economic Development Department

2011
s Local food procurement bill passes, but pocket-ve-

toed by new Governor.

s Over 20 Navajo and other Indigenous youth train

with Google Earth Outreach team in visualization
mapping technology.

s University of New Mexico embeds Foodsheds work

into its curriculum.

entries worldwide for 2009 Buckminster Fuller Challenge (MIT Media Lab is winner).

Dialogue of Chinese policy makers, municipal leaders
and other global actors, preceding annual C-40 conference of big city mayors taking climate leadership.

s Age of Renewables and Age of Local Foodsheds

materials extensively used in schools, government,
nonprofits, among grassroots communities including
20 Navajo and Pueblo communities.

s Kenny presents DNM at Sweden’s Tallberg Forum

and Scotland’s Findhorn.

2010
s Governor Richardson carries out recommendations

2012
s Release “Dreaming Planet Earth: Methods for Map-

ping Future Food and Energy Systems at the Local
Level.” (Over 7,000 downloads in first two weeks)

in Green Jobs Cabinet report.

s Age of Local Foodsheds and A Fair Trade State

map and booklet* debut at the DNM Food System
Summit, including key government officials, farmers,
virtually all principal food systems NGOs, Native American and Hispano leaders, local and out-of-state funders.

2013
s DNM Lesson Plans for grades K-12 released.

* Find links to these resources and more at: www.bioneers.org/25plus
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PERHAPS SAVE THE WORLD. One would
be the mastery of one’s kindness to oneself and the big heart. And the other
would be understanding your passion
for place — for where you live — and
really loving the place that you live in.”
– PETER WARSHALL, Biologist,
Anthropologist, Ecologist

s Kenny presents DNM in Hong Kong at Climate

releases Governor’s Green Jobs Cabinet report with
DNM ideas, recommendations and images.

s Age of Renewables sole runner-up from over 200

“THERE ARE TWO THINGS THAT CAN
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In Memoriam
In April 2013, our beloved DNM Co-director
Peter Warshall died after a 3-year struggle
with cancer, working on DNM until the end.
Peter did most of the heavy conceptual lifting, applying his polymath mastery to a
mind-bending range of subjects and diverse
communities. There are few who could put
together all the pieces, while remembering
the beating human heart at the center of it all.
We had to suspend the project with Peter’s
death. He lives on in our hearts. We’re grateful his profound contributions live on.

PROGRAMS: EVERYWOMAN’S LEADERSHIP

Everywoman’s Leadership

T

he Everywoman’s Leadership program addresses strategic leverage points that will change everything:
strengthening the leadership of women and restoring balance to the masculine and feminine qualities in our
institutions, economy, culture and selves.

The program ignites, liberates and increases leadership among women by focusing on cultivating purpose, vision and
networks to effect change collaboratively across diverse differences. It approaches this goal largely through the inner
transformations necessary to be the change we seek in the world. The program reframes the concept of leadership to
include “power to” and “power with” rather than “power over.”
Everywoman’s Leadership operates at the nexus of gender equity, racial justice, cultural diversity and consciousness.
It’s informed by nature as mentor. We highlight living models and practical solutions through the inspiring narratives
of diverse women leaders. We cultivate “blended leadership” that values the virtues of both feminine and masculine
qualities, and invites the support and partnership of men.

Hilary Giovale, Cultivating Women’s Leadership
BellyRoles founder/director and GeoFamily Foundation board member
I remember the sensation during CWL of delving into deep corners—the
places where dreams, aspirations, and intuition are generated—and also
seeing the hidden limitations I was placing on myself through habitual
stories, unexplored privilege, and fears living deep in cellular memory.

“IN MAY 2008, I ATTENDED NINA’S CULTIVATING
Women’s Leadership training on scholarship and it became one of the most life-changing events in my life. I
suddenly had women role models who led, talked and
thought big like me. I was WIDE AWAKE and ready to take
the next steps in my life to claim my power and leadership. This gathering has continued to have tangible ripple
effects on my life even 6 years later.”

– JESS RIMINGTON, FOUNDER, FORMER ED,
ONE WORLD YOUTH PROJECT

There was a painful rupture in our group. The morning we broke into
two groups of white women and women of color, the flavor of the event
changed. I cried copiously during the session; it felt like there was so
much to mourn. But I welcomed it because I wanted to be cracked open.
Something in me needed to be a witness to, and participant in, the down and dirty conversation
about race, privilege and sisterhood.
Two days after I returned from CWL, I was in a board meeting with our family foundation. I got
approval to deeply rearrange our priorities to identify, reach out and include people of color and
indigenous people in a workshop we were planning. I began learning to build relationships and network across difference. When the event happened several months later it was a triumph to have
diversity of experience, culture, projects, and backgrounds in the room. Many collaborative projects
have been generated in our community as a result of this cross-pollination.
I’ve realized these last few years of attending Bioneers events have me standing in a capacity that
my previous self could not have recognized. I credit Bioneers and CWL for being one of the keys that
unlocked those doors to expand my capacity. As you reminded me so beautifully, ruptures happen,
but what matters is how well we make the repairs.

o Photos clockwise from left: Hilary Giovale, Nina Simons,

Co-founder, Bioneers and Everywoman’s Leadership; Toby
Herzlich, Akaya Windwood and Nina Simons, co-creators of
the initial Cultivating Women’s Leadership trainings.
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Everywoman’s Leadership inclusively attracts and engages women leaders and
activists of many disciplines, ages, ethnicities, classes, cultures, sexual orientations and backgrounds. The goal is to advance progressive change and healing
by strengthening the leadership capacity of women while reclaiming the value
of feminine capacities and qualities in society and ourselves.
Five program components inform each other:
Bioneers Conference Programming. The conference showcases breakthrough
narratives, models, ideas and projects led by diverse women, and provides access to cross-pollination and networks. Conference programming illuminates
feminine-centered leadership frameworks that are relational, collaborative, culturally diverse and intergenerational. Low-income women, youth and educators
are awarded scholarships to attend.
Media. As Gloria Steinem noted, “If you can’t see it, you can’t be it.” From conference content, we produce media including radio shows, Media Collections,
TV broadcasts, books and other audio and video media and platforms to show
diverse role models and inspiring examples of women leaders and women’s
leadership, while providing pathways for engagement.

Susan Griffin, Author
My life would not be the same had it not
been for the Bioneers, especially the conferences. Not only have I been educated year
after year by a diverse range of activists,
scientists, artists and thinkers at Bioneers
conferences, I have also made wonderful connections and developed treasured
friendships with a wide range of compatriots from other cultures and places, all on
the road to save the planet. To participate
in the work of the Bioneers is to be wrapped
in a vibrant weave of courage and meaning.

Taij Kumarie Moteelall
Founder, Standing In Our Power
Inspiring, purposeful and deeply moving. These are the words that come to mind
when I think of the Cultivating Women’s Leadership and CoMadres gatherings in which I participated. It was truly a blessing to be in these spaces that
convened powerful women across race and class and was open to being on
the growing edge of fostering an inclusive and beloved sister circle. I left with
greater clarity of my purpose, deep relationships and a fierce community of women co-creating a
new world. I attended my first gathering right before launching programming for Standing in Our
Power (SiOP), a network of women of color social justice leaders who are building new leadership
paradigms and practices. The support I received as I developed the program was invaluable. Nina,
her team and this community of women came at the right time, and they continue to be incredibly
supportive to me personally and to the work of SiOP.

“THE

MALE-FEMALE CONTINUUM NEEDS TO BE
profoundly rethought. All of us as human beings
are simply too complex to be fit into some small
box that says these are the correct characteristics
that make you male or female. Our Earth is too
complex as a living, breathing organism to be fit
into this narrow definition of gender or sexuality.”
– KAVITA RAMDAS, FORMER PRESIDENT & CEO,
GLOBAL FUND FOR WOMEN

“WITH EVERY CELL OF MY BODY, I BELIEVE THAT THE CREATIVE HUMAN POTENTIAL OF WOMEN

and girls is the greatest untapped resource on earth. We have the potential right now to use the power
of communications technology to truly connect and unleash this potential. The implications for the
environmental movement are vast, as we have the power to activate legions of guardians and champions for the Earth that are right now unseen.”
– JENSINE LARSEN, FOUNDER & CEO, WORLD PULSE
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i Photos from top: Susan Griffin; Taij Kumarie Moteelall;
Kavita Ramdas.

PROGRAMS: EVERYWOMAN’S LEADERSHIP

Cultivating Women’s Leadership Retreats. These six-day residential immersion
trainings clarify, refine and invest in women’s own learning, self-awareness and
vision as leaders. We explore and release implicit social biases and self-limiting
stories, and help diverse leaders enter into purposeful networks of high-capacity,
peers for mutual skill-building cultivation, renewal and networking. Over the past
10 years, CWL has been refined and coevolved by cofounders Nina Simons and
Toby Herzlich, and now over 350 leaders are alumna of these retreats.
Co-Madres Retreats. Launched in 2014, and co-facilitated with Rachel Bagby,
these four-day residential gatherings for accomplished, diverse women leaders
revisit and refine their leadership purposes and visions, and practice connecting
across difference. We form relationships and networks for collaboration that connect constituencies to build knowledge, relationships and power.
The Everwoman’s Leadership Regranting Fund. The Fund awards grants and fellowships to women-led organizations and individuals across diverse fields who
make innovative contributions. It helps leverage under-recognized and often grassroots women and groups to obtain exposure, connections and funding.

“I CALL THIS CENTURY THE SOPHIA CENTURY, THE

hundred years when women will take our rightful
role in co-equal partnership with men and the world
will come into balance. There’s a beautiful Native
American prophecy that says the bird of humanity
until now has been flying with one wing. This male
wing has become violent because it has had to support the bird, and the female wing hasn’t fully extended or expressed itself. So the bird of humanity
is flying in constant circles. The 21st century has
been prophesied as the century when the feminine
wing of humanity will fully extend itself. When it
does, the male wing can relax and fly normally, and
the bird of humanity can finally soar. I say it’s up to
us to stop the violence, to stop the killing, to stop
the corporate exploitation, to stop the gridlock,
and to have the bird of humanity soar.”

– LYNNE TWIST, CO-FOUNDER PACHAMAMA ALLIANCE

“THE MOST RADICAL PLAY I’D EVER WRITTEN TURNED

out to be the play that was accepted and invited
into the mainstream. Saying the word I was not
supposed to say is the thing that gave me a voice
in the world. Revealing the very personal stories
of women and their private parts gave birth to a
public, global movement to end violence against
women and girls.”
– EVE ENSLER

Starhawk, Author, Eco-Feminist Pathfinder
What I most love about Bioneers is the focus on solutions. In a world where
we are overwhelmed by problems, bad news and devastating predictions,
we can easily succumb to apathy and despair. But at Bioneers, I always learn
about new, creative approaches to those problems. I come away inspired and
hopeful, and even more committed to action. To make changes in the world,
we need to have a vision of what is possible, and Bioneers brilliantly provides
that vision. I was especially happy on this 25th Anniversary year to see so
many youth, so much diversity, so many Indigenous representatives and people of color. The conference itself was a vision of a diverse, vibrant, creative
and joyful world.
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EVERYWOMAN’S LEADERSHIP MILESTONES
1990
s Bioneers conference programming begins to
feature women leaders and raises awareness of
their diverse work as scientists, activists, politicians, artists, educators, spiritual leaders, socially
conscious businesswomen and engaged citizens.
1995
s The first conference panel on “Women and
Sustainability” focuses on the often unseen or
under-recognized impacts of women in leadership
on the environmental movement.
1996
s The first panel on “Restoring the Feminine” features
multi-cultural and interdisciplinary women leaders
on how reclaiming feminine values affects disparate
fields of endeavor and personal leadership.

1997
s A landmark parallel keynote program on “Restoring the Feminine” sets the template ongoing.
2002
s “UnReasonable Women for the Earth” retreat
convenes 34 diverse leaders to envision what an
inclusive women’s movement might look like with
Earth at its heart. CodePink is seeded from connections made among co-founders Diane Wilson,
Jodie Evans and Medea Benjamin.
2006
s First Cultivating Women’s Leadership (CWL)
retreat training is co-founded by Nina Simons
and Toby Herzlich, and designed with Akaya
Windwood. Henceforth we produce 2-3 retreats
annually: 19 over the past 10 years, with over 350
diverse women leaders across the U.S.

2007
s Program formally created as Bioneers Women’s
Leadership.
2009
s We produce one-day workshop in Washington
D.C. about climate change for Women Donors
Network. Nina invited to attend the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women in New York, and
has spoken there annually since.

“MY STUDENTS PRAISED MOONRISE
as the best textbook in my course on
“Globalization and Race in the U.S.”
They love the stories better than the theoretical books they read beforehand. It
really is a good book for inspiring ideas
and stories of social entrepreneurship.”
o Photos from left: Cultivating Women’s Leadership cohort
from Sequoias 2014; Collective Heritage Letter from
Bioneers, Spring 1998, Moonrise book.
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– Leny Strobel, Professor and Chair of American
Multicultural Studies, Sonoma State University
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EVERYWOMAN’S LEADERSHIP MILESTONES
2010
s Publication of Moonrise: The Power of Women
Leading from the Heart, featuring the voices of 40
diverse women leaders and a few good men, edited by Nina Simons and Anneke Campbell. Used
by educators in classes on Leadership, Diversity,
Women’s Studies.
2011
s CWL cofounders Nina Simons and Toby Herzlich
invite Sarah Crowell and Rachel Bagby to join the
facilitation team so that women of color can see
themselves reflected in the leadership. After data
show a minimum of 30% representation is needed
to feel secure enough for full participation, we
establish a minimum of 30% women of color for
each cohort.
2012
s We produce a landmark one-day intensive on
“Feminomics: How Women’s Leadership, A
Gender Lens and Whole-System Approaches are
Re-Inventing Economics That Work for All.”

2013
s We collaborate with Organic Valley on WomanShare, a gathering of 130 women change-makers
seeking to transform the food system.
2014
s We rename the program Everywoman’s Leadership—A Whole Systems Approach.

trainings for women law students, initiatives to
support women entrepreneurs, those running for
elective office and increasing local food security,
and more.

s We launch a new CoMadres initiative hosting 20

accomplished leaders launches to create a high-capacity network to help strengthen women’s movement capacity.

s We produce a 2nd Feminomics intensive and

release the first “Feminomics” and “Everywoman’s
Leadership” Media Collections.

s We produce the first place-based Cultivating

Women’s Leadership retreat in Spokane, WA, with
leaders working in food systems, law, environmental policy and design, local living economies,
fair trade, culture, education, arts, sustainability
and midwifery. Emerging collaborations include

o Photos from left: Feminomics and Everywoman’s Leadership Media Collections; Eve Ensler and Nina Simons at 2014 Bioneers
Conference; Kendra Bones and Mary Tuchscherer at a 2014 Cultivating Women’s Leadership retreat; CWL Facilitation Team:
Sarah Crowell, Nina Simons, Toby Herzlich and Rachel Bagby.”
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“IF WE CHOOSE EVERY DAY

“WE AT NEXT WAVE ARE IN THE BUSINESS OF TRAVEL, AND THE JOURNEY IS FROM VICTIM

to vision. We be transporting souls on the underground, like Harriet Tubman, to freedom. As
members of this global community, we must consider the restoring of our spiritual gardens
just as necessary and important to the social political movement as rallying in the streets and
registering to vote. We cannot demand rights that we do not believe deep down inside we are
entitled to and expect to receive them. The minute we decide our right to life and ability to be
empowered are up to someone else, we have orchestrated a losing battle.”

to do the best we can, to overcome these crazy categories
based on the fiction of race
and gender and ethnicity and
so on, and if we do with joy
and poetry and music and sex
and humor, then we will have
joy and poetry and music and
sex at the end of the revolution.”
– GLORIA STEINEM, AUTHOR,
FOUNDER MS. FOUNDATION

– RHA GODDESS, NEXT WAVE OF WOMEN AND POWER
i Photos clockwise from top left:

Diane Wilson
UnReasonable Woman, Activist, Author
First off, I first used the words “Unreasonable Woman” (before Ralph Nader!) on the
podium at Bioneers. Second, Bioneers convened the first Unreasonable Women of the
Earth gathering, which later birthed our first anti-war action (one of the first of the Iraq
War), and later morphed into CodePink. Third, you found the publisher Chelsea Green
for my manuscript and then Kenny wrote the Foreword to An Unreasonable Woman.
Through Bioneers, Marlo Thomas told my story on national TV in the documentary, Our
Heroes, Our Selves. Kenny and Nina, where would I be without ya’ll? Don’t know, don’t
know. Loads of love from wicked Texas.
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Carol Jenkins, Rose Aguilar, Jodie
Evans, Aimee Allison, journalists
affiliated with the Women’s
Media Center; Rha Goddess;
Gloria Steinem; Diane Wilson
Diary of an Eco-Outlaw.
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Indigenous Knowledge

S

ince our inception, Bioneers has been fundamentally shaped and guided by Indigenous knowledge, participants
and partners. Our first nonprofit initiative in 1989 (preceding the conference) was the Native Scholars program,
working with Indigenous farmers to conserve both Traditional Ecological Knowledge and seed stocks.

Because disconnection from place leads to many severe ecological and social crises, it’s critical that people reconnect
to place, a process sometimes called “re-indigenization” or “becoming native to place.” The Indigenous Knowledge
program promotes the Traditional Ecological Knowledge and cultural wisdom of First Peoples as a pathway for the
reindigenization of all peoples.
First Peoples also carry what is sometimes called “The Original Instructions,” guiding principles, values, ethics, social
processes and tools for how a culture or society can organize itself in relation to place, embody kinship, and practice
peace. Indigenous peoples are the original “bioneers.”
The Indigenous Knowledge program invites support for First Peoples as the guardians of lands that contain as much
as 80 percent of the world’s remaining biodiversity, and are a key strategic source of both clean and dirty energy.
We promote biocultural diversity to conserve traditional knowledge, cultures and rights. We highlight “biocultural
mimicry” to offer models of how old-growth societies have learned to live for the long haul in relative balance with
natural systems.

“INDIAN NATIONS BELIEVE IN THE CREATION, IN

a higher power, a great authority, and in a great
chain of being, all creatures hooked together, intertwined, and we try to make treaties that honor
that and last as long as the sun shines.”

“THE NATIVE AMERICAN CONCEPT OF
existence is co-existence.”

– CHIEF OREN LYONS, IROQUOIS SIX NATIONS

– PETUUCHE GILBERT, ACOMA PUEBLO,
FORMER GOVERNOR

“A WORLDVIEW THAT UNDERSTANDS INDIGENEITY IS A

paradigm of regeneration, a worldview rooted in enduring values in what we call our ‘Original Instructions’—
common themes of reciprocity, gratitude, responsibility,
generosity, forgiveness, humility, courage, sacrifice, and
of course love. But these values are not just words; we
need to live them.”
– MELISSA NELSON, PRESIDENT,
THE CULTURAL CONSERVANCY

o Photos clockwise from left: Melissa Nelson; 2014 blanket

honoring ceremony with (from left) Tom Goldtooth, Dune
Lankard, Chief Sidney Hill, Chief Oren Lyons, Cara Romero,
Clayton Thomas-Muller, Nina Simons, and Kenny Ausubel;
Chief Oren Lyons; Cara Romero, Bioneers Indigenous
Knowledge Program Director.
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The program is Native-led and provides a space for in-depth explorations in an invitational format that encourages
all people to re-indigenize ourselves. It supports all peoples to examine the history of colonization within their own
roots. People need to look first within their own cultures. It also requires an understanding and respect for the intellectual property rights and cultural privacy of Indigenous peoples and their knowledge.
We use the Bioneers conference and related media outreach to support the leadership and rights of First Peoples
through education, media, networks and alliances. The Indigenous Forum has become an annual touchstone for Native leaders and allies to communicate and to create, nurture and facilitate strategic alliances connecting Indigenous
communities and campaigns with each other and global allies.
We produce regular one-of-a-kind TEK intensives for hands-on learning and training. We’ve done several projects with
specific Indigenous focus such as the Iroquois White Corn (IWC) project and Dreaming New Mexico.
We’ve been honored to provide a platform at the conference and through media to help raise the voices of Indigenous leaders and help build an Indigenous ally network. We’ve adapted conference talks into multiple media
including annual radio shows, keynote DVDs, themed Indigenous Knowledge Media Collections and a book. These
media and the conference serve Indigenous and mainstream communities, educators, youth, and many others with
authentic tools for understanding and teaching contemporary Indigenous issues.

“IF WE CAN’T DRINK THE WATER, WE CANNOT COMPLETE OUR CEREMONIES. OUR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
is being impinged upon.”

– VERNA WILLIAMSON, ISLETA PUEBLO, ON HER TRIBE’S SUIT AGAINST EPA

“THE POLLUTION IN THIS LAKE IS A SYMBOL OF
the pollution that’s in us. Until we are able to work
through the pollution that is inside of each and every one of us, that lake will not be unpolluted. We
have to take care of what’s inside of us so that our
decisions are wise decisions, and our steps have
consciousness and awareness supporting them.”
– EVON PETER, INDIGENOUS LEADER

“WE WERE INVITED TO TRAIN AN AMAZON INDIAN TRIBE IN HOW TO USE GOOGLE EARTH TO SAVE
the rainforest, protect their culture, and preserve their history. We went down to the Amazon and
taught people who have never touched a computer before how to use Google Earth. It’s a way for them
to show the world how they are restoring the rainforest and gain a sustainable income so that they
don’t have a financial incentive to cut it down.”
– REBECCA MOORE, FOUNDER, GOOGLE EARTH OUTREACH
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o Photos from left: Water canoe ceremony at Bioneers 2013;

Anne-Marie Sayers, Tom Goldtooth, Sarah James, Dune Lankard,
Clayton Thomas-Muller; Amazonian leader Chief Almir Surui.
Top photo: Sage LaPena at the Three Sisters TEK intensive,
2014.
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Melissa K. Nelson, Turtle Mountain Anishinaabe
President, The Cultural Conservancy, Bioneers Board,
Professor, San Francisco State
It has been a profound honor and a pleasure to grow
up with Bioneers over the past 21 years and serve as
a Board member and co-producer. Starting in 1993,
I was immediately impressed with the range of people involved in Bioneers, from scientists to artists,
and I was excited to see the involvement of so many
Native leaders. I started organizing, facilitating and
speaking on various panels addressing Native issues, and bringing in local leaders.
Bioneers has been a place of deep collaboration
and learning for The Cultural Conservancy and me.
Many relationships and partnerships have grown
and flourished over the years. I first learned of the
Iroquois White Corn Project through Bioneers and
the extraordinary work and leadership of John Mohawk. I’m delighted to say that The Cultural Conservancy has its own Iroquois White Corn Project
happening today. I was thrilled to be the editor and
a contributor to Original Instructions: Indigenous
Teachings for a Sustainable Future (2008), the anthology I edited from Indigenous talks and panels presented at Bioneers. This book has become a critical
text and sourcebook for Native American Studies
departments and programs, tribal colleges and for
Indigenous environmental work.
I am especially grateful to have had the opportunity
to co-create the Indigenous Forum at Bioneers, a sacred learning space for Indigenous communities to
come together to share struggles, visions, and our
entwined roots in Mother Earth and with the circle
of humanity. This has become a place of growing
synergy to build networks, allies and deep connections. Rooted in the First Peoples of California, we
focus on local issues of land and justice, extending

to Native American relatives across Turtle Island.
We honor elders, youth, women, activists, scholars,
performers and farmers who share their stories and
efforts to decolonize and heal. International Indigenous guests from the Four Directions are also important voices at Bioneers.
Through our Cultural Conservancy partnership with
Bioneers we have brought in extraordinary Knowledge Holders and international Indigenous leaders.
We started filming these talks and presentations in
our Indigenous Forum to document the rare teachings so generously shared. These media recordings
have become invaluable resources for educators,
activists, health professionals, youth and others interested in gaining deeper insights into Indigenous
concerns, from sacred sites protection to current
native health models.
I am deeply grateful to Kenny and Nina for their vision to honor and support Indigenous leadership
within the organization and throughout the conference and programs. I am also thankful for all of the
amazing partnerships I’ve had with the Indigenous
Environmental Network, New Mexico Native Americans farmers and local California Indian leaders who
trusted me that their voices would be heard and respected at this conference. The Indigenous voice
is brilliantly strong and growing, and the world is
finally catching up to the wisdom Native peoples
have held for millennia. I am honored to be a part of
a learning community where the complex struggles
and insights of Indigenous peoples can be offered
and heard in a way that inspires a paradigm shift in
thinking and action!

i Photos from top: Melissa Nelson at Bioneers 2014;

Native chefs Walter Whitewater and Lois Ellen Frank
with Melissa Nelson; L Frank with Melissa Nelson.
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INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE MILESTONES
1989
s Native Scholar program forms to conserve TEK and

2007
s Board Member Clayton Thomas-Muller facilitates

seed stocks.

an Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus at the conference,
resulting in a request for a future sovereign space.

1990
s We begin promoting the Adopt-A-Native-Elder proj-

ect to materially support residents of the Pine Ridge
Sioux reservation.

2008
s Native-led Indigenous Forum launches in partnership

with Melissa K. Nelson of The Cultural Conservancy
and Tom Goldtooth of Indigenous Environmental
Network as a sovereign space for Indigenous people
to bring their vision and message to Native and
non-Native allies and to connect.

1991
s We begin intensive programming of Indigenous

speakers and topics ongoing.

1994
s Young Native educator Melissa K. Nelson (Turtle

s Original Instructions Bioneers anthology book, edited

by Melissa K. Nelson professor of American Indian
Studies at San Francisco State University. Chief Oren
Lyons (Onondaga) joins the Board and then Honorary
Board in 2011.

Mountain Chippewa) speaks and later joins the
Board and becomes a key partner.

1995
s Through our close friend and late ally Sebia Hawkins,

we meet with Iroquois leaders Chief Oren Lyons and
scholar-farmer John Mohawk, who become close
advisors and partners. John serves on the Board for 12
years until his death. Together we launch the Iroquois
White Corn project to help revive this exceptional traditional food. As an incubator for seven years, we help
mount commercial production and gain international
attention and support, leading to its wider availability
in Indian Country and in the mainstream. Iroquois
White Corn is now a flourishing traditional agricultural commodity of the Seneca found in restaurants and
fine markets throughout the world.

2003

2009
s Alaska Native leader, land conservation innovator

and social entrepreneur Dune Lankard (Eyak) joins
the Board. Chief Almir Surui keynotes on his people’s
groundbreaking work with Google Earth mapping
and how the Amazonian tribe has combined TEK
with high technology to save the rainforest, connecting South American Indigenous peoples with
Bioneers ongoing. We hold a mapping intensive with
Google Earth founder Rebecca Moore that includes
Indigenous youth.

2010
s First full-day TEK conference intensive, “Native TEK:

Indigenous Science and Eco-Cultural Restoration,” in
partnership with The Cultural Conservancy.

s Young Canadian Native leader Clayton Thomas-Muller

(Mathias Colomb Cree) joins Board for 6 years, and
rejoins in 2014.

2006

2011
s Cara Romero (Chemehuevi) joins as Indigenous

s John Mohawk dies, preceded by his wife, partner and

Bioneers speaker Yvonne Dion-Buffalo.

2006–2009
s Dreaming New Mexico produces two systems maps,

in-depth booklets and convenings on The Age of Renewables and The Age of Local Foodsheds & A Fair-Trade
State with extensive New Mexican and other Indigenous participation and wider national applications.
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Knowledge Program Director. TEK one-day conference intensive with The Cultural Conservancy:
“Native Essentials: Traditional Foods, Sacred Waters,
Song and Stories from the Lands and Seas.” Strong
outreach to engage California and Bay Area Indigenous Peoples, ongoing.

2012
s TEK conference intensive: “The Story of Salmon and

a Native Salmon Roast,” in partnership with The
Cultural Conservancy and Eyak Preservation Council.
Google Earth cultural resource mapping workshop
for Native youth in Santa Fe, N.M. in partnership with
New Energy Economy.

2013
s At the Indigenous Forum, 34 Tribes are represented

as presenters (North American, Canadian, African,
Chomorro [Guam], Brazilian), in partnership with
The Cultural Conservancy, San Francisco State
University, Pachamama Alliance, and Amazon Watch.
Traditional Water and Canoe ceremony takes place,
and California basket weavers host demonstrations
of traditional tule huts and canoes constructed on
site. Indigenous Forum film production is done by a
professional Indigenous film crew. New Native Youth
Mentor & Scholarship Initiative brings a record 38
Indigenous youth and works with inner-city tribal
organizations and the school district’s Indian Education Department to bring youth from grades 6-12.
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians supports Bay
Area Native youth. First Indigenous Youth Talking
Circle for mentorship.

2014
s TEK conference intensive: “Three Sisters Farming:

Indigenous Women, Plants and Foodways.” in partnership with The Cultural Conservancy. Pilot formal
education project with 25 Native Studies professors to adapt and distribute our Indigenous Media
content as part of higher education curriculum. At
the 2014 conference, a record 93 Indian Nations are
represented. A record 65 Native youth attend on
scholarship. A mutual honoring ceremony occurs, led
by Chief Oren Lyons, that recognizes Bioneers’ 25year shared commitment to Indigenous knowledge,
rights and causes. The Forum has become increasingly global, representing Indigenous Peoples from
South America (Belize, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil), Pacific
Islands (New Zealand, Hawaii, Guam), and Africa.
First Indigenous Media Collection is released.

PROGRAMS: INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE

TESTIMONIALS
“The people I met at Bioneers inspired me to continue to share my voice in words and song with biological
pioneers who are committed to learn about a shared struggle for undoing environmental and economic
racism and bio-technological injustice of Indigenous peoples and our traditional knowledge.”
– Tom Goldtooth, Indigenous Environmental Network
“I work with Bioneers because it has outreach and a vision for transformation. It’s searching and seeking
for both social and environmental justice. It’s like a huge naw’qinwixw (Creation Story) happening and
that’s really exciting. If we can participate and contribute in that, then when I’m walking down the road
with my little satchel trying to give out this information, it’s going to carry a whole lot further.”
– Jeannette Armstrong, En’owkin Center, Canadian author, educator, artist, activist

“WE BELIEVE THE TEACHINGS OF OUR ANCESTORS
will light our way through an uncertain future.”

– INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF
13 INDIGENOUS GRANDMOTHERS

“WE HAVE TO TAKE A SERIOUS PRECAUTIONARY
“THIS GREEN CASINO IS ABOUT POSITIONING OURSELVES TO TAKE CARE OF AND RESTORE THE LAND,

and buy back open space in Sonoma County so that once again we will have a home for everybody and
can feed everybody the right way. We said, ‘Take the high road.’ As one of my cousins said, ‘Greg, I’m
so tired of taking the high road, I’ve got a nosebleed.’ When I began this revenue-share with the counties, some of the leaders from Southern California, those wealthy tribes, called me up saying, ‘Greg,
you know what your problem is? You’re half white. You don’t understand. We don’t owe the white man
anything.’ I said, ‘Yes, we do. A good example.’”
– GREG SARRIS, CHAIRMAN, THE FEDERATED INDIANS OF GRATON RANCHERIA, AUTHOR, PROFESSOR

approach to what we do as a society. DNA—‘descendants and ancestors’—that’s what it’s all about.”
– TOM GOLDTOOTH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
INDIGENOUS ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK

o Photos from left: Six Nations Chiefs and family at

Bioneers 2014: Bernadette Johnson, Chief Vincent Johnson,
Rex Lyons, Chief Sidney Hill, Chief Oren Lyons, Chief Virgil
Thomas; Jeannette Armstrong; Tom Goldtooth; Indigenous
Knowledge Media Collection; Original Instructions.
Top right: 13 Indigenous Grandmothers at Bioneers.
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Iroquois White Corn Project

“NATIVE AMERICAN PRAGMATISM IS A WAY OF
thinking that demands looking at the outcomes.”

– JOHN MOHAWK

In 1995 with Iroquois leader, professor,
scholar, farmer and new Board member
John Mohawk, we launched the seven-year
Iroquois White Corn Project to help save
from extinction this exceptionally healthy
and sturdy traditional food. Bioneers
served as a business incubator to help conserve and re-introduce this precious food
into Indian Country and nationally that
saved George Washington’s troops from
starvation at Valley Forge. One goal was to
support Native farmers and address catastrophic diet-related health issues in indigenous communities. We provided funding,
technical assistance on small-scale food
production, business management and marketing.
In 1999, the IWC project sold corn to the first customers: New York City’s Angelica Kitchen (Leslie
McEachern) and Philadelphia’s White Dog Café (Judy Wicks). Iroquois White Corn was embraced
other top restaurants in the country such as Bobby Flay’s Mesa Grill and Charlie Trotter’s in Chicago.
In 2001, IWC was listed on the prestigious Slow Food Ark of Taste, which helps promote exceptional traditional foods at risk of being lost. The corn was served at the Environmental Media Awards
(EMA) by chef Ben Ford (Harrison Ford’s son).
In 2002, national press for the introduction of Iroquois White Corn included Food Arts and Fine Cooking magazines, the Dallas Morning News and Albuquerque Journal. Michael Pollan reported in Mother
Jones on its induction into the global Slow Food Ark. A Gourmet magazine article extolled the heirloom corn’s “rich, toasty flavor.” Betty Fussel in Food Arts magazine wrote, “Nothing better demonstrates the need for organizations connecting farmers to chefs than the successful marketing of
IWC by Bioneers.”
In 2003, we transitioned all business operations to Native management. After John’s death in 2006
the project was transferred to Ganondagan, a historical site where during Colonial times the French
destroyed 500,000 bushels of IWC. Today Iroquois White Corn is becoming more available in Indian
Country, production continues to rise, and it has gained some of the recognition it deserves.

“SOMEONE HERE WHO IS REALLY SMART KNOWS

which rice comes from which lake because they
taste like that lake.”
– WINONA LADUKE, WHITE EARTH
LAND RECOVERY PROJECT

“THE BIOSPHERE IS OUR FAMILY. THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY VALUES OF THIS AMERICAN LAND ARE

gratitude, respect for nature’s cycles, the sacred, harmony and above all reciprocity. Don’t take something without giving something back.”
– LESLIE GRAY, ECO-PSYCHOLOGIST
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o Photos from left: Iroquois White Corn Project in Manhattan;
Winona LaDuke; John Mohawk.
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“It was a great opportunity for me to join hands with the larger community that wants to do the same
work my Tribal people—Coast Miwok and Southern Pomo—have been doing for eons, work that must be
done if we are to continue.”
– Greg Sarris, Chairman, Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria, California

“OUR INDIGENOUS SOCIETY WAS A CULTURE THAT

at its root was a ‘we’ culture—we with one another,
we with everything that was here. I call it a home
culture. We were home. We were safe. We were
connected. How do we undo the homeless culture
and come home to where it’s ‘we’ again?”
– GREG SARRIS

“The great opportunity to be a keynote presenter opened a place for the powerful voice
and important message of the Zapatista people. It has also created numerous doors
for me. We always feel we are trying to make a very rusty Wheel turn clockwise again,
a Wheel that takes enormous efforts to move in the right direction. Bioneers’ vision
and its important forum, which for us is a true Wheel at last, means so much to us and
so many. Muchas gracias and muchas felicidades to Bioneers!”
– Ohki Siminé Forest, Indigenous wisdom keeper, founder Red Winds Council

o Photos clockwise from top left: Xiuhtezcatl Martinez and Itzcuauhtli Roske-

Martinez; Greg Sarris; Pachamama Alliance’s Lynne Twist and
Amazon Watch’s Atossa Soltani with indigenous Amazonian leaders; Ohki Siminé
Forest; Heather Rae and John Trudell; April McGill and Katsi Cook.

BIONEERS: 25 YEARS OF VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

55

PROGRAMS: RESTORATIVE FOOD SYSTEMS

Restorative Food Systems

O

riginally co-evolving with Seeds of Change, Bioneers has always sought to transform our food systems. Over
these 25 years, Bioneers has demonstrated and taught how food system visionaries and practitioners are
creating viable alternative models and practices that are regenerative, fair and economically robust. With the
onset of climate disruption, taking these practices and models to scale is imperative.
The program spreads food literacy from the planting of the seed to the act of eating, while inspiring engagement in regenerative and local food systems. A priority is to help restore food sovereignty: the right of people to define, design
and determine how their food system operates and whom it serves. It places the wellbeing of nature, the individual
and the community at the center.
Since 1990, the conference has highlighted diverse visionaries reimagining food systems. We’ve helped connect a
kaleidoscopic spectrum of breakthrough practices and leverage points: organic and “beyond organic” ecological
farming; seed diversity; soil fertility; food justice; more localized food systems; green economic strategies; Indigenous farming practices; healthy food and nutrition; and resistance against GMOs, agribusiness and corporate power.

“When you hear the myth that organic can never feed the 9.2 billion co-inhabitants we’re going to have

in 2050, forget it. I can tell you from the 100 commodities we buy—from the milk to the sugar to the
cocoa—we’ve shown either increased yields or the same yields ever since they’ve switched. But when
you look at a total life cycle, from total resources in, resources out, organic totally wins.”
– GARY HIRSHBERG, FOUNDER, CHAIR, STONYFIELD FARMS

“In my neighborhood, I can

buy designer gym shoes, every kind of fast food, every
kind of junk food, all kinds
of malt liquor, illegal drugs
and maybe even an automatic weapon. But I cannot
buy an organic tomato. So I
had to grow my own food.”
– LADONNA REDMOND

Brahm Amahdi
Co-Founder, People’s Grocery, People’s Community Market
We launched the Mobile Market in 2002 with the goal of improving access to fresh and healthy
foods for the 25,000 residents of the underserved neighborhood of West Oakland. Since it was the
first such project in the country, we didn’t have any examples. Malaika Edwards and I didn’t have any
experience running a business. By early October, we were feeling pretty stressed out.
We set the Mobile Market up at the Bioneers conference. It was hugely re-energizing. It was a magic
moment when we turned a corner from struggling to running a pretty tight operation. We took the
Mobile Market to several more Bioneers conferences and grew a large network of supporters and
donors from the people we met. To this day we still have relationships with many people that began
at Bioneers and who continue to support our work as we reach for the goal of opening a full-service
grocery store and community center in West Oakland: People’s Community Market.

i Photos from top: Seed Exchange at Bioneers; LaDonna Red56
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mond; Brahm Ahmadi and People’s Grocery Mobile Market.
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We’ve produced extensive media related to food systems, and gained significant media exposure and advancement for
little-known breakthrough people and work. We’ve produced numerous hands-on trainings on leading-edge practices.
These Wisdom at the End of Hoe workshops have trained over 1,000 people on model organic farms led by master
eco-farmers and Permaculture and Biodynamic teachers such as Bob Canard, Michael Ableman, Elaine Ingham, Dennis
Martinez, Brock Dolman, Toby Hemenway, Hugh Lovel, Penny Livingston, Peter Proctor, Will Allen and many more.
We’ve implemented specific projects including the Iroquois White Corn project with John Mohawk to help revive this
important food and support Native farmers (see Indigenous Knowledge chapter), and an eco-economic initiative with
the Federation of Southern Cooperatives to help African American farmers stay on the land.
We’ve helped what had been obscure and often marginalized innovations, practices and issues spread and move
into the mainstream. Today there’s a hugely encouraging generational resurgence of passion among young people to
transform the food system. We thank all the remarkable people lighting the path to a healthy, just and regenerative
food system.

“THE GREAT THING IS THAT THERE ARE MANY OF US

Promoting Biodiversity with Heirloom Seeds

who are creating the models, who are preserving
the sacred knowledge. Our farms are the repositories of this very important knowledge that has
been disappearing, so that when the time comes,
and awakening happens, there will be places in
every single community around the world where
folks can go to, to be guided in terms of how to
shift this thing.”

Peter Buckley, Founder, David Brower Center,
Co-Founder, Center for Ecoliteracy
Clark’s Cream, a hard white winter wheat developed before 1952, has experienced a resurgence by
organic growers. An organic seed grower and processor in North Dakota brought it to the attention
of organic farmers following a serendipitous meeting with a former worker for Mr. Clark during a
Bioneers conference in 2002. Since then, this worker located seed of the variety in a germplasm
collection in Kansas, increased it, and has distributed seed to several farmers in the Central Plains.

– MICHAEL ABLEMAN

“‘FAIR FOOD’ DOESN’T HAVE TO BE JUST FAIR FOR THE ANIMALS, ENVIRONMENT AND FARMERS.
It has to be fair also for the small farmers. There are fewer of them every day, and also for those of us
who work very hard to bring that food to the table of people. As farm workers, we’re excluded from
labor laws. We cannot create unions. We cannot organize. They are the worst salaries: 45 cents for
a 32-pound bucket of tomatoes—the same salary since 1978. Two years after our victory with Taco
Bell, McDonald’s came to the table. After McDonald’s we started our campaign toward Burger King,
and the agreement was signed.”

– LUCAS BENITEZ, CO-DIRECTOR, COALITION OF IMMOKALEE WORKERS
“The Bioneers speakers’ powerful stories are incredibly invaluable to me personally and in my work as the
Executive Director of the Ecological Farming Association. Bioneers always pushes the envelope to take
people where the movement needs to go in a variety of ways. Bioneers is the source for up-to-date information for activism.”
– Ken Dickerson, executive director, Ecological Farming Association

i Photos from top: Michael Ableman at RFS workshop; Three
Sisters Farming intensive, 2014.
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RESTORATIVE FOOD SYSTEMS MILESTONES
1989
s The Native Scholars project helps conserve seed

stocks and traditional Indigenous knowledge, working with Indigenous farmers, The Traditional Native
American Farmers Association (TNAFA), Indigenous
educator Gregory Cajete, Quechua agronomist
Emigdio Ballon, and Native Seeds/SEARCH.

1990
s The conference focuses centrally ongoing on organic

food and eco-farming, seed diversity, healthy food,
alternative economic strategies and resistance
against agribusiness, corporate control and GMOs.
We begin publishing “Voices of the Bioneers” related
to these issues.

1994
s Kenny’s book, Seeds of Change: The Living Treasure,

portrays the company’s work with seed diversity and
organic farming, and describes Bioneers. The Restorative Development Initiative (RDI) launches as an
economic strategy to promote ecological agriculture
and support Indigenous and family farms.

1997
s Joel Salatin’s first keynote: “Stop Treating our Soil

like Dirt and Calling Manure Waste.”

1998
s We launch seven years of Restorative Development

Initiative intensive on-site trainings with master
eco-farmers and land management experts. [See Box]

1999
s IWC project sells to first customers: Angelica Kitchen

in NYC and White Dog Café in Philadelphia. We
produce a “Bringing Native Foods to Market” oneday meeting with Native farmers, co-produced with
The Native American Farmers Association, hosted by
Indigenous educator Greg Cajete.

2000
s Legendary civil rights lawyer J.L. Chestnut keynotes

as lead attorney for the African American farmers’
class action suit against the USDA for institutional
racism, which finally won the largest class-action
settlement until that time. Amy Goodman is present
and airs it on Democracy Now!. Chestnut and Federation leaders and farmers meet at Bioneers with
Danny Glover through Bioneers Board member Belvie
Rooks. Danny later helps raise $100,000 at the
Federation’s annual dinner in Birmingham, Alabama.
“Building an Organic Seed Industry” planning session at conference is led by policy master and farmer
Fred Kirschenmann.

1995
s With John Mohawk, we start the eight-year Iroquois

White Corn (IWC) project as a business incubator to
help save and re-introduce this exceptionally healthy
and sturdy traditional food in Indian Country and
nationally, and to support Native farmers and community health. [See Indigenous Knowledge chapter]

1996
s Paul Stamets speaks for first time, upending people’s

understanding of mycelium’s relationship to soil fertility
and remediation. Facilitated by an introduction by
Bioneers Board member Carolyn Mugar, Executive
Director of Farm Aid, we begin a six-year collaboration
with Executive Director Ralph Paige of the Federation
of Southern Cooperatives to supply information,
resources and connections to radically dwindling numbers of African American farmers in Alabama, Mississippi and Georgia. Strategies include: the first medicinal
herb and organic farming trainings in the Deep South;
first Farmers Market in Greene County, Alabama.
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2001
s Michael Pollan speaks for the first time at Bioneers.

Then little known, biologist Elaine Ingham depicts
the “Soil Food Web” and leads a Wisdom at the End
of a Hoe training. Today she is Rodale Institute’s
chief research scientist.

2002
s Via Bioneers, Michael Pollan’s “Power Steer” NY
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Times Magazine cover story features protagonist Joel
Salatin as proof that “organic farming can feed the
world,” and The Omnivore’s Dilemma (2007) takes
Salatin mainstream.

i Photo: Francis Moore Lappé and Ana Lappé.
2002
s Audio CD: Wisdom at the End of a Hoe: Voices for an

Ecological Farming Future.
s National press for introduction of Iroquois White
Corn in Food Arts and Fine Cooking magazines, Dallas
Morning News and Albuquerque Journal. Michael Pollan
reports in Mother Jones on its induction into the
global Slow Food Ark of Taste. [See Box]
s People’s Grocery Mobile Market premieres at conference and begins to attract support and subsequent funding. Visions for a 21st Century Agriculture
published in-house. [See Box]

2005
s Just Us for Food Justice convenes youth communi-

ty food justice activists ongoing at conference to
help strengthen the movement by developing their
leadership skills and deepening their understanding
of critical local and global issues.

2007
s In the first annual Seed Exchange, Bioneers hosts over

100 people sharing open-pollinated, heirloom and
traditional seeds to spread agricultural biodiversity.

2008
s Dreaming New Mexico “Age of Local Foodsheds & A

Fair-Trade State “project creates a radically innovative vision and road map for designing and implementing a local food economy at the state level.
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Workshops, Trainings & Intensives
(Also see Indigenous Knowledge section for additional Restorative Food System-related events.)

1998
s Mushroom workshop with Paul Stamets.
s Biodynamic Agriculture workshop at Rudolf

Steiner College with Hugh Lovel and Peter
Proctor.
s Visit to Joel Salatin’s Polyface Farm in Virginia

with Federation of Southern Cooperative
(FSC) farmers and staff.
s Elixir Botanical Farm 3-day herb training for

FSC farmers with Steven Foster and Vinnie
McKinney.
s Organic Gardening and Seed Saving workshop

at Native Seeds/SEARCH with Henry Soto and
Ed Mendoza for local Tohono O’Odham community.
s Traditional Native American Farmers Associ-

ation (TNAFA) California organic farm tour:
Camp Joy, UC Santa Cruz Farm and Garden,
Canard Farms and Star Route Farm.

1999
s Bringing Native Foods to Market one-day

meeting with Native farmers, co-produced
with TNAFA, hosted by Greg Cajete.
s Seed Saving workshop at Occidental Arts and

Ecology Center, CA with Gabriel Howearth,
Shep Ogden, Vinnie McKinney, and Suzanne
Nelson.
s Restorative Farming workshop with Bob Ca-

nard and Phil Coturri at Canard Farms, CA.

2000
s Urban Agriculture Farming workshop with

Michael Ableman at the Center for Urban
Agriculture at Fairview Gardens, CA.
s Medicinal Herbs training for FSC Farmers at

Indian Springs Coop in Mississippi, led by
Frontier Coop and Gabriel Howearth.
s Medicinal Herbs workshop: Growing Medicine

with Stephen Foster and Richo Cech at Occidental Arts and Ecology Center, CA.

2004

2001

s Natural Patterns and Permaculture Design

s Urban Agriculture workshop at The Center

for Urban Agriculture at Fairview Gardens, CA
with Michael Ableman and Will Allen of Growing Power.

workshop with Toby Hemenway and Larry
Santoyo at Tunitas Creek Ranch, CA.

2009
s Natural Magic Permaculture workshop and

s Soil Food Web workshop at UC Santa Cruz

Biodiversity Gardens Tour at Occidental Arts
and Ecology Center.

Farm and Garden with Elaine Ingham, Bob
Canard, and Gabriel Howearth.

2012

s Organic farming in the Blackbelt training

s Permaculture Solutions workshop with Penny

co-produced with FSC with Gabriel Howearth
and Johnnie Stubbs at FSC Training Center in
Epes, Alabama.

Livingston at the Commonweal Ranch, CA.

2013
s From the Culture of Soil to Cultured Foods

2002
s Soil and Soul: Microcosmos to Cosmic Forces

workshop with Elaine Ingham and Biodynamic
soil fertility specialist Glenn Atkinson.

2003
s Earth, Water and Fire workshop at Tunitas

Creek Ranch, CA with Dennis Martinez, Brock
Dolman, Penny Livingston, and Bob Cannard.

workshop with Bob Cannard and Sandor Katz
at Green String Farm in Sonoma, CA.

2014
s Building Food System Resilience from

Homestead to Community and Beyond
workshop with Daily Acts Founder Trathen
Heckman, Naomi Starkman of the James
Beard award-winning blog Civil Eats, and farm
organizer Evan Wiig.
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TESTIMONIALS
“This was The Marin Youth Center’s first year to participate in Just Us for Food Justice. The experience
helped our youth realize themselves as activists and leaders in the food justice movement. Some of the
youth had tears in his eyes at the end of the day because they were so moved by such a powerful experience.”
– Caesare Assad, former Culinary Director-chef, Marin Youth Center
“We definitely got a lot of people who are interested and will work on the California ballot initiative to
require labeling of foods that contain GMO ingredients.”
– Rebecca Spector, Center for Food Safety

“WE CALL OURSELVES HORTISEXUALS.

“The most important seed is consciousness, and

Plants really do turn us on.”

we’re planting it in the urban agriculture movement: that we are fully human, and as full human
beings we have the ability, right and responsibility
to begin to shape our own reality.”

– VINNIE MCKINNEY,
ELIXIR FARM BOTANICALS

– MALIK YAKINI, DETROIT BLACK
COMMUNITY FOOD SECURITY

“We need to wean this American food system off its heavy twentieth-century diet of fossil fuels and put
it back on a diet of contemporary sunshine. We’re going to need to put ten, twenty, thirty million more
people on the land, and that’s part of a sun-food agenda. We need to support visionary farmers who
can exploit the power of polyculture to harness sunlight and produce lots of food on small amounts
of land.”

– MICHAEL POLLAN
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o Photos clockwise from top left: Dennis Martinez and

Penny Livingston; Percy Schmeiser; Arty Mangan, Gabriel
Howearth and Federation of Southern Cooperative Farmers; RFS workshop; Michael Pollan and Gerardo Marin; Bob
Cannard at RFS workshop.
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“ALMOST EVERY ONE OF THOSE HERITAGE INDIGENOUS VARIETIES IS MUCH HIGHER IN ANTIOXIDANTS,

fiber and amino acids than anything you can buy at the store. Those foods are medicine that will heal
us from the problems we have that are food-related. Those foods, like our little short guy corn called
Bear Island Flint, are going to make it through climate destabilization. Those old, biologically diverse
seed stocks have the ability to adapt. There absolutely is no similar ability in a hybrid or anything
owned by Monsanto. If we want to feed our people, we’ve got to go back to those original relatives.”
– WINONA LADUKE, AUTHOR, FOUNDING DIRECTOR, WHITE EARTH LAND RECOVERY PROJECT

“‘REAL FOOD’ NOURISHES THE BODY, THE EARTH,

and people, both those who eat and produce. The
logic of real food is respect and balance. Real food
should be the norm, not the exception.”
– ANIM STEEL, REAL FOOD CHALLENGE

“JUNK FOOD COMPRISES A THIRD OF AMERICAN

daily calories. Think about kids’ tantrums. What
we oftentimes find with those children is that it’s
not a behavioral problem; it’s a blood sugar crash
that they have no control over. It’s related to what
they are eating.”
– MAGGIE ADAMEK, RESEARCH FELLOW
AT UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

i Photos clockwise from top right: Winona LaDuke; Federa-

tion Farmers with Arty Mangan and Joel Salatin at Polyface
Farms; Anim Steel; Gailey Morgan and Emigdio Ballon at
Seed Exchange; Chef Bryant Terry at Just Us for Food Justice.
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Youth Leadership Program

A

t the 1998 Bioneers conference, a spontaneous round of applause rang through the hall as mobile phone
connection was made (when mobiles weighed half a pound). Julia Butterfly Hill was protesting the clear-cutting
of old-growth forests from her 180-foot perch in a 1000-year old redwood tree. She electrified the audience as
she described life in the canopy and reflected on her activism as a 25-year-old youth.
The next year after Julia descended from Luna and keynoted in person, she saw the need to expand the presence of
youth and organized an impromptu session on the lawn with about 30 young people. She sowed the seeds of the
Bioneers Youth Leadership Program and helped get it off the ground. Thank you, Julia.
We launched the program in 2001 because the values and skills young people gain in their formative years shape the
rest of their lives and society’s future. Young people are often prime movers of social change and leaders in innovation. Youth movements do change the world.
In the early days, we had to actively seek young people and convince them to come. Today we cannot keep up with
the demand. Entire school classes participate in the conference along with many educators working across diverse
institutions. Bioneers media are being used in growing numbers of schools.
We prioritize the participation of young people from low-income backgrounds, communities of color and Indigenous
heritage. Most young people don’t have money, which necessitates scholarship support. (Hint, hint…)

Bioneers Youth Speaks
“At Bioneers, I learned…”
… Mushrooms will save the world, it is possible to make a huge company entirely sustainable,
and there are people out there who not only care, but also are doing something about it.
… How interconnected all the issues at Bioneers are.
… With Google Earth, you can annotate and tell a story of how houses and communities are
destroyed. They actually taught Natives from the Amazon how to use it to stop the loggers
and people destroying their land. Biomimicry is about entering a new covenant of nature.
… Women can be as powerful as anyone else in this world.
… The U.S. Government needs to reform their relationship with businesses and corporations.
Youth have the power to make a difference. Indigenous people ROCK! And there are many
people who care about us and are not selfish.

“I TOLD THEM THAT I WAS TWELVE. I TOLD THEM THAT I WAS SCARED ABOUT MY FUTURE, AND I
told them that before their duties as politicians or professionals, their first duties were as parents,
and that they have to remember their own children when they’re making those decisions.”

– SEVERN CULLIS-SUZUKI, THEN YOUTH LEADER RE 1992 UN EARTH SUMMIT
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i Photos from top: Girls Gone Green, Lower East Side, NYC;

Julia Butterfly Hill organizes youth; Severn Cullis-Suzuki with
Julia Butterfly Hill and other youth panelists at Bioneers.
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Youth Leadership builds alliances across race, ethnicity, age, gender, class and culture. It represents the most diverse
constituency within Bioneers. The program continues to expand the consciousness of the Bioneers community on
issues of privilege and oppression.
Much of the program focuses on conference participation and a host of youth-oriented projects and activities, such
as Just Us for Food Justice and talking circles. Arts and media projects support youth to express their vision, passions
and aspirations in venues such as the Poetry Slam, Singing Tree Mural and Trashion Show. Youth are prominent in the
conference program, including daily Youth mini-keynotes and performances on the main stage as well as in panels
and workshops.
By its very nature, Bioneers is a community of mentors, and in 2012, we piloted the Community of Mentors project to
connect youth with Bioneers leaders across diverse disciplines, issues and backgrounds. Special youth programming
and mentoring have included Chief Oren Lyons, Van Jones, Michael Pollan, Nikki Henderson and Charlotte Brody
among many others. In truth, it’s a mutual mentoring process, and the Bioneers “mentors” get as much or more from
the interaction as youth do.
As former Youth Leadership program director Kristin Rothballer recently said, “Youth are now defined by ecological crises in a way that past generations have not been.” The challenges are formidable. We are grateful to nurture, mentor
and support the education and leadership of our youth as they carry forward the long struggle for peace, justice and
a green civilization. Thank you, Bioneers youth.

Zenobia Barlow
Executive Director, Center for Ecoliteracy
The invitation early on to create an Ecoliteracy strand at the conference provided CEL with a platform for reporting regularly on work
fostering ecological literacy and a place to exchange ideas with visionary educators from around the world. We had the good fortune
to edit the third volume in the Bioneers book series, Ecological Literacy: Educating Our Children for a Sustainable World, to collaborate on an
award-winning program in the Bioneers radio series, and to present
our work on the Bioneers website. Because of Bioneers, our message
has reached a greatly expanded circle. Through Bioneers, we have
met many people who have become treasured partners in our work. You have enriched our lives and
furthered our mission, and we are proud to count ourselves as members of the Bioneers community.

“MY EXPERIENCES AS A YOUNG WOMAN OF COLOR HAVE POSITIONED ME TO WORK BEST TO FIGHT
at the intersection of class, gender, race, ethnicity and food access that keeps everybody oppressed.
As soon as we can liberate that intersection—that point that holds the entire web of oppression together—what will we have?”
– MAYA SALSEDO, ROOTED IN COMMUNITY

i Photos, clockwise from top: Art as a form of activism; Brower Youth Award winners Rhiannon Tomtishen and Madison
Vorva; Ceres hosts Just Us for Food Justice; Zenobia Barlow.
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP MILESTONES
2001
s New Youth program hosts 200 youth including
20 scholarships, with help from Julia Butterfly
Hill and new program director Kristin Rothballer.
We create an informal space where youth meet,
network and inspire each other about activism.
s Allies including young Canadian Cree activist

Clayton Thomas Muller (soon a Board member)
shape the vision of bringing highly diverse youth
to conference.
2002
s Dedicated Youth Tent with interactive programming designed for and by youth.
2003
s Destiny Arts Center youth perform for the first
time and become an ongoing partner and conference highlight.
2004
s Ongoing partnership with Earth Island Institute,
founded by legendary environmentalist David
Brower, hosts Brower Youth Award Winners—
extraordinary young environmental leaders—to
share successes and inspire other youth.
2005
s Just Us for Food Justice begins: Youth food
justice activists from Boston, Bay Area and Costa
Rica join in one day pre-conference intensive.
Teen Environmental Media Network from Marin
produces Bioneers radio segments that air on
NPR.

2006
s Chef Bryant Terry does healthy food demo in
youth tent.
2007
s Youth host the International Council of the 13
Indigenous Grandmothers.
2012
s Pilot Community of Mentors project promotes
intergenerational exchange for movement building by cross-pollinating wisdom, vision, experience and accomplishments across ages. Youth
meet in small groups with Bioneers presenters
who provide guidance, and vice versa.
2013
s We initiate daily Youth mini-keynotes. Youth of
Color Caucus forms as safe space to discuss issues such as race and class, race and oppression,
and environmental justice.
s Community of Mentors expands, forming

mentoring teams facilitated by Weaving Earth,
nature-based mentoring group.
2014
s A record number of 350 youth scholarships is
awarded, including over 65 Native American
youth. A formidable 89 youth participate in the
Youth of Color Caucus, facilitated by author Luisah Teish, a spiritual leader in the Yoruba Lucumi
tradition of West Africa.

“THE WORD ON THE STREET WAS THAT THERE WAS NO WAY WE COULD STOP THIS MULTI-BILLION

liquefied natural gas corporation to come to our city. If 3,000 community members from Oxnard
were able to stop this multi-billion liquid natural gas company, how many more companies can we
stop? Through those experiences, I found my voice. I found that there’s always something that you
can do. But the most important lesson is that a united community is more important than money. Sí,
se puede!”
– ERICA FERNANDEZ, BROWER YOUTH AWARD WINNER
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i Photos from top: Maya Salsedo, Lyla June Johnston and Gerardo Marin facilitate Just Us for Food Justice; Destiny Arts
performance; filmmaker Jeremy Kagan interviews youth.
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Jess Rimington
Founder & former Executive Director, One World Youth Project
I first came to Bioneers at 17 years-old on a scholarship in 2004. I can remember sitting in the youth
tent outside on the lawn and feeling alive with the
*magic* of the gathering. It was an awakening. I
met other young people who cared as passionately as I did about changing the world, other young
people who believed another world was indeed
possible. I received encouragement to apply for
the Brower Youth Awards, and the next year won
for having started the first version of One World
Youth, of which I would become Executive Director. If it were not for a pivotal conversation at the
fall 2004 conference, I’m not sure I would have had
the gumption to apply. Thank you, Bioneers.
By 2006 I was a sophomore in college, came on a
scholarship and learned about climate change. I
was fired up to do something about it! I also learned
about mycelium and the secret lives of mushrooms
as well as being introduced to the concept of biomimicry. Can you imagine how mind-blowing this
all was for me?! I wasn’t getting cutting-edge,

important and centering information like this at
my university. I concluded Bioneers was like ‘life
school’ for all ages. Thank you, Bioneers.
In 2010, I had been running the non-profit One
World Youth Project for 6 years and was asked by
Bioneers to present a plenary. I was incredibly nervous and extremely honored. A little voice inside
me said, ‘You’re up for this challenge; you can do it.’
This voice was made possible because I had had the
opportunity to practice and develop my confidence
and ideas through previous Bioneers gatherings
as well as via Nina’s Cultivating Women’s Leadership training. Seeing people connect to One World
Youth’s work and our vision was electrifying! I left
Bioneers believing: WE CAN REALLY DO THIS! Thank
you, Bioneers.
In 2011, I came to Bioneers and connected with a
donor who gave our non-profit one of its largest
gifts to date, helping to really secure our work. The
*magic* was multiplying and growing. Thank you,
Bioneers.

One World Youth Project is celebrating its 10-year
anniversary this year and continuing to thrive! It
is entirely accurate to say that Bioneers informed,
strengthened, and helped make possible the journey of our work. I recently transitioned out of my
role as Executive Director. I am now a 28-year-old
confident woman and change-maker. I came to you,
Bioneers, as a passionate, young, striving, open
17-year-old. You opened me up to all the magic the
world needs and has to offer. I grew up with you.
You were my teacher. Thank you, Bioneers!

“I REMEMBER WHEN I WAS YOUNG I WAS GOING INTO A GROCERY STORE AND I WAS PAYING FOR

pickles with food stamps. This woman looked at me as though I was crazy, and she started talking [to]
the woman next to her about me and how that’s what poor people did is they used those food stamps to
buy snacks. What she didn’t understand is I hadn’t had a sandwich with meat in it before. We had pickleand-cheese sandwiches for lunch because you got free cheese and you got pickles. But when I walked out
of that grocery store feeling that I wasn’t okay, that I was less than, I knew I had done something bad.
When you carry with you the very physical feeling of poverty, when you know you have shame and fear,
you know something’s wrong with you, and you sometimes aren’t able to talk about what’s going on. If
we aspire to be a movement for real change, we have to acknowledge the shame we carry. We have to
see it in other people, so when we relate to them in change, we don’t diminish who they are. Any movement that doesn’t acknowledge the dignity of any human being is not okay.”

i Photos from top: Jess Rimington; Phaedra Ellis-Lamkins.

– PHAEDRA ELLIS-LAMKINS, FORMER CEO, GREEN FOR ALL
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Trathen Heckman
Founder, Daily Acts, Transition U.S. Board
Bioneers is a force of nature that nurtures engaged citizens, leaders, networks and movements. This conference and community have
been one of my greatest sources of inspiration, learning and connection. Year after year it has shaped and influenced the work of Daily
Acts to grow and support our local community. It has greatly contributed to my work serving on the Board of Directors for Transition
U.S., as well as my efforts in other organizations, alliances and our
community at large. Even when not at Bioneers I would listen to the
tapes in the car, watch the videos; kick off team retreats with a little
Bioneers inspiration in the early days of Daily Acts. It was like gathering around the fire for warmth,
light and connection to this wide network, a movement of bright lights. Feeling this connection to
a larger something gave us hope, strength and inspiration: hope in how David Orr spoke it from the
stage, ‘as a verb with its sleeves rolled up.’ Honest about our reality but renewing our inspiration
and reconnecting us to what makes everything possible, our power and joy, community and nature.

TESTIMONIALS
“For the past 16 years, I have incorporated into my curricula the heartfelt strength of ideas that are inspired, nourished, and presented by Bioneers. It is alchemic, sparkling, and challenging to law students
clamoring for studies that are alive and transformative.” – Robert Hershey, University of Arizona, Professor of Indigenous Peoples Law & Policy, and Globalization & the Transformation of Cultures
“We’ve sent all of our first-year students to Bioneers every year since 2001 because we want them to get
the sense of the larger community of which they are a part, with the social and environmental movements and activists, educators, and the variety of movements at Bioneers. Our students are going to be
leading initiatives and they have to be able to develop networks and communities of support if they’re
going to be successful in the classroom.” – John Stayton, Co-Founder, Green MBA at Dominican University of California
“The knowledge I gained, the people I met, the connections I made have made my life richer, my work more
productive, and my future as a youth of this planet brighter.” – Kai Neander, Sequoia Park Zoo Roots &
Shoots youth leader, Jane Goodall Institute
“The way to get teenagers to think deeply on issues is to spark their passion. Last weekend, we had a
script-writing session and we showed the DVDs of Bill McKibben and Diane Wilson’s plenaries. The youth
decided they wanted to use what they learned about global warming as the theme of their spring performance piece. The kids are super-passionate about having this material reach young audiences. They want
other kids to know, too.” – Sarah Crowell, Artistic Director, Destiny Arts
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i Photos clockwise from top: Trathen Heckman; Michael

Pollan with young leaders at Omnivore’s Dilemma for Youth
workshop; Destiny Arts performance; Yoni Landau (right),
founder of CoFED, at World Café.
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“Thank you for providing a forum for youth of color. It can be very intimidating for youth of color to attend
events like this, and the fact that you created a space to discuss this and even had speakers talk about
the tension between environmental justice and racial and class inequalities made the conference more
accessible to the youth.” – Brian Katz, Educator at Desert Mirage High School, Coachella Valley, CA.
“This is my fourth year at Bioneers and it has changed my life. Bioneers has played a considerable part in
making me who I am. The speakers I have seen every year have affected me in fundamental ways, not
only with their information and stories, but with their optimism, intellectual problem solving, and hope
for my generation. Seeing them has caused me to face many fears and stick up for what I believe in. The
Community of Mentors and the amazingly inspirational people at Bioneers have shown me what it means
to be compassionate, and how one can both be their best and do the best for the world around them.”
– Taysa Mohler, Truckee High, Envirolution Trashion Show
“Bioneers has elevated our youth awards program, providing new visions and ideas to our winners, new
networks and contacts for future work, mentors from the older generation, and financial support to the
program and individual winners.” – Brower Youth Awards, Earth Island Institute

“WE NEED A NEW KIND OF EDUCATION WHICH
honors the foundations of Indigenous teaching.”

– GREGORY CAJETE, NATIVE EDUCATOR

“ALFRED NORTH WHITEHEAD, IN WHAT IS A CLASSIC OF EDUCATIONAL LITERATURE, DESCRIBED

the goal of education as to help young people fall in love with the world. In our case it’s fall in love
with the natural world. That’s not something that happens from as he called it ‘third-handed book
learning.’ It happens in direct contact with the world.”
– DAVID W. ORR, PAUL SEARS DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES AND POLITICS
AND SENIOR ADVISER TO THE PRESIDENT, OBERLIN COLLEGE, AUTHOR, BIONEERS BOARD

i Photos clockwise from top right: Singing Tree youth mural

project led by Laurie Marshall; Chief Oren Lyons meets with
youth at Bioneers; Truckee High School’s Trashion Show
crew with Climbing Poetree; Youth Poetry Slam.

BIONEERS: 25 YEARS OF VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

67

PROGRAMS: YOUTH LEADERSHIP

“I got a small grant to purchase the entire Bioneers DVD collection as a resource available to faculty across
our campus. Most instructors teaching in the Sustainability Studies program have incorporated them
into their curriculum, and students are well acquainted with Bioneers before they enter into the capstone
seminar that centers on our attendance at the conference. They were instantly electrified inspired and
motivated to make big changes in their own lives, on our campus and in our community as a whole. That
first cohort went on to do amazing things. Immediately! They have traveled all over the state and country
to make their voices heard within government. All these students are from low-income situations and
most are supporting themselves (and some their spouses and children) while they go to college.”
– Mimi Riley, Butte College, CA
“Bioneers is a movement builder. It defines a community, encourages dialogue, learning what works,
shared information, contacts, goals. I use this learning in my teaching and my research. Influenced by
the Bioneers, I have developed a class on ‘NGO’s and Corporate Social Responsibility,’ for which students
have written case studies, available online to anyone at any institution. I am organizing researchers for
a conference on these materials. In all of this, Bioneers has been a great stimulus for me—a vital instrument in the world of policy, research, ideas, social movements, inspiration, communications, networking and ……CHANGE.”
– Peter Gourevitch, Professor of Political Science, Graduate School of International Relations and Pacific
Studies at the University of California, San Diego, member, Council on Foreign Relations

“I DON’T WANT TO WRITE WORDS THAT FILL JAIL CELLS, AND YET IT IS MY ABIDING RESPONSIBILITY

to protect my children from harm and plan for their future. My neighbors feel the same way. If the air,
food and water out of which our children’s bodies are constructed are contaminated, we can’t do our
job as parents. If the day comes when I can be a better mother inside of jail than outside, I will be that
mother.”
– SANDRA STEINGRABER

“IT’S INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT WE GIVE CHILDREN
this experience of nature, even if they become
stockbrokers.”

– FRITJOF CAPRA, AUTHOR, CO-FOUNDER,
CENTER FOR ECOLITERACY
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i Photos, clockwise from top right: Interactive youth mural
project; Sandra Steingraber; Fritjof Capra.
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Ecological Design:

Topic Tracks:

Nature’s Operating Instructions

I

n retrospect, the “design” powering the Industrial Revolution will look like the Dim Ages. Instead we ask, “How
would nature do it?” Nature has done everything we want to do without mining the past or mortgaging the future.

When you fight nature, you lose. In lieu of today’s failed brute-force approaches that attempt to dominate the
natural world, there are sophisticated nature-inspired ways of designing buildings, vehicles, technologies, cities and
social systems—all aspects of the human enterprise—to interact intelligently and harmoniously with living systems.
These practices are far less harmful and toxic, and can restore natural capital. Ecological design systems are far more
efficient, economical, profitable and humane than current design norms.
Then there’s the human factor: designing for people, communities, children, health and beauty. What a concept.
Over 25 years, this arena has mushroomed from obscurity into the whole-systems “Design Science Revolution” that
R. Buckminster Fuller called for in the 1960s. Biomimicry is penetrating the mainstream of design and business. Clean
technology and renewable energy are leapfrogging into becoming the default setting. Green building and architecture are raising the bar to meet nature’s own metrics of ecological functions, net-zero energy, zero waste, and resilience. New urban design and smart transportation put nature, community, health, justice, equity and sustainability
at the center.
Ecological design and a biomimetic world view were central to Bioneers’ founding vision, and the conference and our
media help spread the word far and wide. As architect William McDonough said, “Design is the first signal of human
intention.” Time to get over our Intention Deficit Disorder, eh?

Communicate,
Connect, Catalyze
Our main work in certain areas is to communicate, connect and catalyze key bodies of work
and leading innovators, which we do primarily
through the conference (a perennial content
and connection source), year-round networking and media. Producing the conference, we
developed a flexible taxonomy of Tracks or
topic areas beyond our core Program areas:
S ECOLOGICAL DESIGN
S RESTORING THE BIOSPHERE
S ECOLOGICAL MEDICINE
S ECO-NOMICS
S JUSTICE
S NATURE, CULTURE & SPIRIT

“THE SEVEN SISTERS OAK ON LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN IS A 1200-YEAR-OLD LIVE OAK, AND SHE

made it through Hurricane Katrina. There are about 740 live oaks on St. Charles Street, and only four
of them died. These live oaks know how to live on the Gulf Coast. Are the architects who are meeting
to decide how to rebuild New Orleans outside talking to the Seven Sisters Oak? They’d find out about
surviving high winds. This is an organism that will grow to maybe 60 to 80 feet tall—but it will grow
60 feet wide, with its roots 150 feet wide beneath the ground and connected to other roots. Having
your roots connected to other trees is very useful when a very large wind comes. Architects take note.”
– JANINE BENYUS, FOUNDER, BIOMIMICRY INSTITUTE

“THE GREAT MYTH IS THAT WE CAN’T HAVE ALL OF THE ADVANCES, WHETHER IT BE IN MATERIALS
or telecommunication or the various other aspects of modern society, unless we poison ourselves,
unless we use toxic substances. Green chemistry is belying this myth everyday.”

– PAUL ANASTAS, “FATHER” OF GREEN CHEMISTRY

i Photo above: Biomimicry and green chemistry superstars
Terry Collins, Paul Anastas, Janine Benyus.
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“THESE ARE THE TRUE BIOTECHNOLOGIES. THEY EXEMPLIFY A KIND OF MAGICAL REALISM, A
tantalizing glimpse into how solutions residing in nature vastly surpass our prior conceptions of
what’s possible.”

– KENNY AUSUBEL

Jay Harman & Francesca Bertone
Founders, PAX Scientific
Bioneers has given us a way of connecting with a very large, global audience. Our participation introduced us to individuals who became advisors, business partners and shareholders, especially at
critical times. Bioneers provides unequaled opportunities to get my message out to the world including numerous interviews, for radio, television and documentaries. We met personal heroes including
Amory Lovins, Paul Hawken and Janine Benyus, who became friends as well as colleagues. As just
one business example, our worldwide licensee for our hydroturbine technology developed through
Bioneers events. Bless you, Kenny, Nina, and your team, for keeping the faith and for your Herculean
efforts against the odds for a quarter of a century. The world has better prospects because of your
work.

“THERE ARE MORE SKIN CANCERS DIAGNOSED EVERY YEAR IN THE U.S. THAN ALL OTHER CANCERS

put together. There are over a thousand products marketed as sunblock, but most are ineffective, and
many are toxic. What can nature teach us about that? We’ve got a lot of organisms on Earth that have
to put up with sunshine. One of nature’s really incredible masters of sunblock is the hippopotamus. It
turns out that, if you get a drop of hippo sweat and put it on your hand, it’ll spread by itself. It’ll turn
your skin a slight shade darker, which is kind of nice for us lily-whites. It’s anti-parasitic, anti-fungal,
antiseptic, waterproof, cuts out UVA and UVB, and is completely nontoxic. It’s being synthesized right
now because it’s a little hard to harvest.”

“FULLER

SAW THE ESSENCE OF HIS DESIGN
science revolution as the understanding and application of the principles of synergy. He saw it as
his own personal goal to make the world work for
100% of humanity in the shortest possible time,
through spontaneous cooperation, without ecological offense or the disadvantage of anyone.”
– ELIZABETH THOMPSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
BUCKMINSTER FULLER INSTITUTE

– JAY HARMAN, FOUNDER, PAX SCIENTIFIC

“The Biomimicry Climate Change Solutions intensive was full of the kind of serious-minded scientific and
technological thinking that will be required as we transform our living environments and the products
we use from wasteful and often polluting influences into symbols of a national ethic devoted to living in
greater harmony with natural systems.”
– John Richardson, Executive Director, Blackstone Ranch Institute
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i Photos from top: Jay Harman, Francesca Bertone, Elizabeth
Thompson.
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“NATIONAL SECURITY 21ST CENTURY STYLE, IT’S IN THE VERY CAPABLE HANDS OF OUR CITIZENRY “THE SUREST WAY TO HEAL AN ECOSYSTEM IS TO
because national security 21st century style has everything to do with our built environment, our
modes of transportation, our food, our water, our energy, and most importantly our education system. You have to take it on as a citizen accepting responsibility of your own behavior and how you’re
contributing to the public weal so we have depth and resiliency in our system.”

connect it to more of itself.”

– WILLIAM MCDONOUGH, ARCHITECT, AUTHOR

– MARINE COLONEL MARK MYKLEBY, FORMER SPECIAL STRATEGIC ASSISTANT TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, CO-AUTHOR OF A NATIONAL STRATEGIC NARRATIVE

Bioneers Biomimicry to Holland
Our first Bioneers Global event was a 2010 Biomimicry conference in the Netherlands, with a subset
of Indigenous Knowledge and TEK. In partnership with Marcello Palazzi of the Progressio Foundation, we hosted over 300 professionals from 31 countries, including Holland’s Prince Carlos and
Herman Wiffels, iconic Dutch Minister of the Environment. As a result of the gathering, Triodos
Bank began to redesign its institution according to Janine Benyus’ “Life’s Principles.” Jay Harman’s
PAX Scientific is now working with innovative Dutch companies to improve both hydroturbines and
heating systems.

“THE HUMAN BEING IN ITS PARTNERSHIP WITH

“A FLOWER HAS TO GET ALL OF ITS ENERGY FROM THE SUN AND ALL OF ITS WATER NEEDS FROM

the rain there. It has to treat its own waste. It can’t be toxic and polluting. It tracks the sun, and opens
and closes. It responds actively to the environmental conditions around it. Above all it’s beautiful and
inspiring. That’s a perfect metaphor for what our buildings need to do.”

the living machine is the junior partner, because
the intelligence in the system is contained within
the organisms themselves.”
– JOHN TODD, OCEANS ARKS INTERNATIONAL

– JASON MCLENNAN, FOUNDER, LIVING BUILDING CHALLENGE

“THREE-QUARTERS OF OUR MILITARY EXPENDITURE IS FOR FORCES WHOSE PRIMARY MISSION IS

intervention in the Persian Gulf. If we got off the oil, we wouldn’t need most of the forces we have. It
would be a very different world, a much safer as well as fairer and richer one. Humans are inventing
a new fire, not dug from below but flowing from above, not scarce but bountiful, not local but everywhere, not transient but permanent, not costly but free, and this new fire is flameless.”
– AMORY LOVINS, FOUNDER, ROCKY MOUNTAIN INSTITUTE

i Photos from top: John Todd, Amory Lovins.
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“IN 150 YEARS OF INDUSTRY IN CHEMISTRY, WE’VE LEARNED TO MAKE THE MOST COMPLEX AND

complicated molecules imaginable, but we use high temperatures, high pressure, and nasty chemical
re-agents. Nature constantly outperforms us hands down, yet uses room temperature, ambient pressure, and water as a solvent. We have been ego-driven to make molecules do what we want them to
do. Yet in nature, molecules do what they want to do because they evolved to do what they want to do.
We can learn that, and I play the role of a molecular psychologist. I put a molecule on the couch and
ask, ‘What would you like?’ Then I design the product to be what it wants to be, and don’t have the
toxicity or hazards.”
– JOHN WARNER, A “FATHER” OF GREEN CHEMISTRY, PRESIDENT &
CHIEF TECHNOLOGY OFFICER, WARNER BABCOCK INSTITUTE

Marie Zanowick-Bourgeois, EPA
Biomimicry was first brought to my attention hearing Janine Benyus speak at the local Bioneers site at
the University of Colorado in Boulder. As an environmental engineer for the U.S. EPA, I recognized
the value and strength of using this new approach to environmental protection, which is the mission of the EPA. Inspired, I completed a degree program to become a Certified Biomimicry Professional in 2010 and have incorporated this approach into the work of EPA. The Bioneers conference
has served to present EPA’s successful biomimicry, often resulting in expanded application of innovative ideas. Bioneers has provided me with the energy to alter my perspective on ways I can protect
our environment and meet the EPA’s mission. I am a changed woman because of Bioneers and I
thank you for altering my point of view. Life, and the future of our species, look a lot more positive
from this perspective.

“WHEN YOU LOOK FROM A WHOLE-SYSTEMS PERSPECTIVE, YOU UNDERSTAND THERE ARE CRITICAL
points of leverage. If you can provide precise amounts of energy at those particular leverage points,
you can create huge positive effects. We look at combining large-scale wind power with electric, plugin hybrid electric vehicles and smartening up the grid so it’s more able to respond more quickly to the
introduction of and the variability of renewable energy resources. What we come up with is a transformation of our transportation system.”

– GREG WATSON, FORMER SENIOR ADVISOR, EXECUTIVE ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE,
FORMER COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE, MASSACHUSETTS

i Photos from top: John Warner, Greg Watson.

“THE TRANSITION TO A WORLD POWERED BY 100% CLEAN ENERGY IS INEVITABLE.
The question is: How fast can we get there, and who’s going to control the clean
energy infrastructure that we’re building out?”
– BILLY PARISH, FOUNDER, MOSAIC SOLAR COMPANY
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Restoring the Biosphere:

Working with Nature to Heal Nature

D

iversity is the very fabric of life. In this Sixth Age of Extinctions—the first caused by the human hand—few
endeavors are more important than conserving and protecting ecosystems, wildlands, biodiversity and biocultural diversity. Advancing the art and science of restoring the health and ecological functions of our degraded
lands and waters is the forefront of healing nature, people, communities and economies. As the ancient wisdom tells
us, when we care for the land, the land cares for us. It’s all relatives.
Since the outset, we’ve sought to draw from the best aspects of both modern technology and Traditional Ecological Knowledge, the vast body of invaluable empirical knowledge developed by Indigenous and traditional peoples.
Protecting the land and human rights of First Peoples, who occupy lands containing up to 80 percent of remaining
terrestrial biodiversity, is essential.
Over this quarter century, practitioners, scientists and change-makers have demonstrated mind-boggling models of
large-scale ecosystem restoration and identified system-changing keys that work with nature to heal nature. From
the conservation of biodiversity to restoring ocean health, wildlands and watersheds, we know much of what we
need to succeed.

“THE BASIS OF OUR BIOLOGY IS COMMUNITY.”
– PAUL STAMETS, MYCOLOGIST, FUNGI PERFECTI

Mariko Gifford
Past President, Mission Resource Conservation District, CA
The Bioneers conference was a signpost for me, when you look back at your life before and after. I
attended the session ‘Cleopatra’s Bathwater’ moderated by Peter Warshall. He charged us with the
task of going back home and working on our local watershed issues. I became president of the Mission Resources Conservation District and started a Watershed Council with 40 local stakeholders
including 5 Indian tribes, 5 municipalities, and a host of other activist groups. We wrote the first
Watershed Users Manual in California written by stakeholders. I served on the Coalition of Southern California Resource Conservation Districts, who represent the largest population in the state.
I wrote legislation to fund RCD’s and went to Sacramento to lobby our representatives. Seeing the
futility, I began to work right outside my front door. We grew to more than 2,000 members and
sued the city of Vista twice for not following the correct procedures. Once you attend Bioneers, you
can never look past the issues that are right at your own front door. You always have a place to go
to find solutions and resources, and those you travel with are the most incredible, inspiring people
to share this life, this planet.

“AT THIS POINT IN HUMAN HISTORY, THERE’S NO

“THERE IS NOTHING LIKE COMPARING YOUR TRACKS TO A GRIZZLY BEAR’S TRACKS TO TEACH YOU
humility, to show us that we are not gods upon the planet, not lords of all that we survey. Rather, in
Aldo Leopold’s words, we are ‘plain members and citizens of the land community.’”

– DAVE FOREMAN, CO-FOUNDER, WILDLANDS PROJECT, EARTH FIRST!

place that’s really untouched, and the idea of wilderness really has to be altered into a sense of gardens. We’re all gardeners and we have to care for
everything.”
– PETER WARSHALL, ECOLOGIST,
ANTHROPOLOGIST, POLYMATH

i Photos from top: Restoring the Biosphere Media Collection;
Joanna Macy, Peter Warshall and Lynn Margulis.
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Tzeporah Berman
Former Strategic Director, ForestEthics
ForestEthics had just launched the Victoria’s Dirty Secret campaign,
targeting the lingerie company for producing a million catalogues a
day primarily made of clear-cut old-growth Boreal forests in Canada.
We were having trouble getting the attention of senior managers
in the company. At Bioneers, Nina Simons introduced me to Irmelin DiCaprio. At the time Leonardo was dating Victoria’s Secret’s top
model. Irmelin contacted her the next day and within a week we had
the attention of senior management of Limited Brands, the Victoria’s
Secret parent company [who changed their policy]. That same night
I met with TreeMedia who were directing Leonardo’s new film The 11th Hour, who later interviewed
me for the film. The following year the response to my plenary speech was incredible. ForestEthics
received several major donations at a critical moment in our Boreal forest campaign. Several companies that had heard the speech or later watched it online asked for our advice and opinions on
where they should purchase paper from, which I believe has had a significant impact on market shift
towards forest products certified by the Forest Stewardship Council. Bioneers is a guiding light and
more than that a place of community and renewal. This is not simply a conference, it is a networking experience, an incubator for good ideas and strategy and a remarkable opportunity to forward
the goals of specific campaigns and have a tremendous impact. An investment in Bioneers has an
incredible return on capital.

“WHAT CREATES THIS INCREDIBLE ENVIRONMENT ?

What creates it is unencumbered evolution. That’s
the jewel. Unencumbered evolution is more precious than any vein of oil.”
– JANINE BENYUS

“IT JUST GETS MORE INTERESTING AS WE UNDERSTAND HOW OUR BRAIN RESPONDS TO THE COLOR

blue, to that wonderful ocean sound, to the taste and the feel and the smell of the ocean, to just looking out on that always changing surface of the ocean. It’s good medicine.”
– WALLACE J. NICHOLS, OCEANOGRAPHER, BLUE MIND

“WHEN WE BEGIN TO SEE NATURE AS MENTOR,
gratitude tempers greed and the notion of ‘resources’ becomes obscene.”

– WES JACKSON, LAND INSTITUTE
i Photos clockwise from top left: Tzeporah Berman;
David Suzuki and daughter Severn Cullis-Suzuki;
Wallace J. Nichols; Amazon defenders including
Atossa Soltani, Marina Silva and Beto Borges.
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“VLADIMIR MEDVEDEV AND HIS TEAM CONTINUE TO DEFEND THE SNOW LEOPARD HABITAT—
removing and destroying hundreds of traps and snares, day in and day out, year after year—as rangers of the Altai Zapovednik. During a Siberian expedition in 1999, we found the tracks of only four
snow leopards in that area. During an expedition in 2004, we found the tracks of 13. This shows us a
very simple example of how a few people can make a big difference.”

– VYACHESLAV TRIGUBOVICH, RUSSIAN ECOLOGIST

i Photos, right to left: New York Times science writer Andrew
Revkin; Wanjira Mathai.

“OVER THE LAST THIRTY YEARS, THE GREEN BELT MOVEMENT HAS ORGANIZED OVER 100,000

women into 6,000 groups and 600 other networks to plant over 30 million trees. In the process, the
lives of their families have been transformed as well as their landscapes. There are countless material
benefits they’re enjoying: increased shade, wood for fuel and building materials, and so on. But what’s
most important is that they’ve undergone a permanent transformation and discovered what it really
means to be environmental stewards.”
– WANJIRA MATHAI, GREEN BELT MOVEMENT

“WHAT WE HAVE TO DO IS LOOK AT THE WAY NATURE EXISTS. SHE HAS ALL HER SPECIES LIVING
The Pachamama Alliance
is seeded at Bioneers 1991
Fourteen years before publishing his best-selling
book Confessions of an Economic Hit Man, John Perkins spoke at Bioneers 1991 and first floated his vision to lead Amazonian expeditions to partner with
indigenous people to conserve the rainforest. His
call led to the founding of the Pachamama Alliance
with Lynne and Bill Twist a couple of years later. We
give thanks to these visionary activists and Indigenous allies.

for millions and millions of years within this delicate biosphere. How does she do it? The most obvious
thing is that she constantly taps into the energy from the sun, and she doesn’t make any waste. Zero
waste. Nature recycles everything.”

– TERRI SWEARINGEN, R.N., ACTIVIST

“I’VE COME TO KNOW THE WESTERN STANDARD OF LIVING AS A PLANETARY STANDARD OF DYING.

What we do or don’t do as a species over the next 10 or 20 years is going to determine the fate and
future of virtually every species on this planet. It has to do with replacing and sustaining and being a
part rather than apart from natural systems.”
– SAM LABUDDE, OCEANS ACTIVIST (1990, FIRST BIONEERS)
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“IF ECOLOGICAL FUNCTION WERE THE BASIS OF MONEY, THEN ALL PEOPLE’S WORK, INSTEAD OF GOING

toward production and consumption of goods and services, would go to conservation and restoration
of ecological systems. That is the pathway which leads to sustainability for humanity and the planet.”
– JOHN LIU, FILMMAKER AND RESTORATIONIST

“THE SHUAR’S BELIEF IS THAT THE WORLD IS AS WE
dream it. They’re very aware of the destruction in
the rest of the world. They told me this is what we’ve
dreamed: the material wealth. They said, ‘ Only now are
you beginning to realize your dream is a nightmare. All
you have to do is change the dream and everything else
will change along with it. It can easily be done in a generation.’ We need to dream an Earth-honoring dream.”
– JOHN PERKINS, AUTHOR AND ACTIVIST

“IF YOU’RE A CHILD OF THE RIVER, OR OF THE FOREST, OR THE MOUNTAINS OR THE THUNDER,
wherever there is in nature that regenerates you, go to that place, declare yourself both a child of and
a defender of that place, that parent, that energy-and then live it.”
– LUISAH TEISH, ARTIST-ACTIVIST, TEACHER, AUTHOR

“PART OF WHAT IT’S GOING TO TAKE TO SAVE THE NATURAL WORLD AND TO SAVE NATURE, WHICH

is also us, is love. You have to be intimate with the natural world. You have to go out in it, whether
you can climb a mountain or just go sit in a meadow. It’s having a relationship with it, because that
relationship dissolves fear, it fosters marvel, understanding, love and wonder. That’s what’s going to
save us.”
– CHINA GALLAND, AUTHOR

“THE BEAVER HAS NOW ASSUMED MAINTENANCE

responsibilities for the wetlands systems, but we haven’t been able to get the regulatory agencies to
transfer the permit to Mr. and Mrs. Beaver yet.”
– DONALD HAMMER, CONSTRUCTED
WETLANDS SPECIALIST
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i Photos clockwise from top left: John Liu, John Perkins,

wilderness conservation heroines Terry Tempest Williams and Gloria Flora with Carolyn Raffensperger and
Holly Near, Alexandra Cousteau.
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“I DON’T SAY, ‘TECHNOLOGY, YES OR NO.’ I ASK, ‘HOW WELL ADAPTED IS THAT TECHNOLOGY? That

product? That process? That policy?’ To life on Earth over the long haul, that’s the question that we
really have to ask. Ninety-nine percent of species that have been on Earth are now extinct because
their products or their processes were not well adapted.”
– JANINE BENYUS, FOUNDER, BIOMIMICRY INSTITUTE

“THE TITANIC THAT’S GOING DOWN RIGHT NOW IS NOT GOING TO HIT AN ICEBERG, ‘CAUSE THERE

won’t be any left. The game is about finding your lifeboat. The lifeboat is called your watershed. It’s
gonna be watershed by watershed in a decentralized resilient, community-based, bioregionally engaged, three-dimensional, hydrologically, geologically inspired space where upon every human land
use that occurs from stem to stern, from ridgeline to river mouth, is up for the grand resilient retrofit.”
– BROCK DOLMAN, OCCIDENTAL ARTS & ECOLOGY CENTER

“THE PREMIER OF THE PROVINCE, WHEN WE LAUNCHED THE FOREST CAMPAIGN, CALLED US ENEMIES

of the state and said what we were asking for was impossible. Then all of a sudden, the industry which
had called us crazy and hysterical wanted to talk to us. I’ll never forget, sitting at dinner after we had
come to our first agreement, one of the foresters from MacMillan-Bloedel turned to me and said, ‘I
have to thank you because I used to think I had only one tool in my toolbox, and that was clear cutting.
And now everything is open to me. And my daughter is talking to me.’”
– TZEPORAH BERMAN, CO-FOUNDER, FOREST ETHICS

“DIVERSITY IS AN ARTICLE OF FAITH, A FUNDAMENTAL
truth that indicates the way things are meant to be.”

– WADE DAVIS, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC EXPLORER,
AUTHOR, ANTHROPOLOGIST

i Photos clockwise from top: Jane Goodall and friend Galveston; Wade Davis; tree canopy biologist
Nalini Nadkarni and her Treetop Barbie.
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Ecological Medicine:

Healing the Earth, Healing Ourselves

F

or medicine to meet the healthcare challenges of our time—an age of increasing environmental toxicity and
ecological degradation leading to countless harms and illnesses—its scope has to expand into an “Ecological
Medicine” that embraces the interdependence of human and environmental health. Only when our ecosystems
are healthy can we be healthy.
Ironically, because the medical industry itself is a major source of toxicity and environmental harms, redesigning our
healthcare systems is also imperative.
As Bioneers health innovators illustrate, environmental protection and the elimination of toxic industrial practices
are fundamental to promoting wellness. Guided by the Precautionary Principle of “better safe than sorry”—aka the
“Duh Principle”—these medical pathfinders value an “Integrative Medicine” paradigm that draws from the best of
all medical modalities both ancient and modern. An Ecological Medicine builds a society based on compassion and
mutual aid, and designs industrial and agricultural production systems that “First, do no harm” as the Hippocratic
Oath states.
Over two and a half decades, Bioneers has helped foster a spiraling evolution of thinking and practice around health,
medicine and ecology. Building on the concept of “Green Medicine,” health visionary Michael Lerner identified by
the late ‘90s the Environmental Health Movement as the “central human rights issue of our era.” Basic public health
measures and prevention are the first remedy.

“ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COULD WELL BECOME

the primary human rights issue of the new century.”
– MICHAEL LERNER, CO-FOUNDER,
PRESIDENT, COMMONWEAL

Innovators in the Bioneers community, led by Carolyn Raffensperger and others, then developed the concept of Ecological Medicine in which countless health visionaries from many disciplines have banded together to advance the
field by going to the source: prevention and the regeneration of our ecosystems.
Health is also a social justice issue. Social harms, exclusion, poverty and stress derail health. The convergence of
disciplines and movements that Bioneers has incubated over these years has contributed to advancing this crucial
holistic approach that will almost certainly become a key driver of social change as climate-related harms multiply.

“ALL OUR TISSUES ARE IN MOTION, COMING AND GOING AT DIFFERENT RATES. BUT AT THE END OF
a year 98 percent of the matter in the body has been exchanged, and after five years 100 percent has
been totally renewed. Part of the material we incorporate into our new body has already been part of
the bodies of others; and a part of the substance we shed will enter others’ bodies. ‘Body,’ therefore,
is not a thing but a collective process. We might refine the Golden Rule to state, ‘Do good unto others
because they are you.’ For millennia poets and seers have spoken about the unity and oneness of the
world. The verdict is now in, and the poets were right. The unity was there all along.”

– DR. LARRY DOSSEY, AUTHOR
i Photos from top: Michael Lerner, Dr. Larry Dossey, Tieraona
Low Dog
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Carolyn Raffensperger
Executive Director, Science and
Environmental Health Network
Bioneers wove me into Indra’s net: one person connected to all
the Bioneer jewels in a shining, shimmery web of possibility and
solutions for a whole and just world. Far more people heard about
the Precautionary Principle and found creative ways to apply it
after hearing that plenary or the Bioneers’ radio programs, and
reading about it in books and magazines sponsored by Bioneers.
I first learned about biomimicry and the ecological magic of fungi
from speakers, with Indra’s web linking all of these ideas together in a great safety net for the Earth. Conversations with Kenny
resulted in developing a new concept called Ecological Medicine.
The Ecological Medicine book would not exist but for our collaboration and dialogue. My new work
on the law of future generations is spiraling out of Bioneers. Yes, my ideas have flourished and the
work grown stronger in the company of my fellow Bioneers. But I have been enriched beyond work.
I have made so many friends. I learned so much about how to be of more service to the Earth.

“NATURE TENDS TO HEAL ITSELF WHEN IT’S DISTURBED. WHY DON’T DOCTORS SEE THAT ? THEY’RE

isolated from nature. The most wonderful fact of human biology is the incredible capacity of the human organism to self-diagnose, maintain equilibrium, repair, regenerate and adapt to injury and loss.
This marvel of the human capacity for self-regulation, for repair, should be right upfront in the way we
train our health professionals, in the kinds of health education I’d like to see a Department of Health
Education implement in our schools and get these concepts across to people in our society.”
– DR. ANDREW WEIL

“ARE WE EDUCABLE AS A SPECIES? THAT’S WHAT THE PRECAUTIONARY PRINCIPLE IS HOPING.

We’re asserting that we’re educable and that we can act on early warnings and reverse the burden of
proof and give the benefit of the doubt to the things we love. The Precautionary Principle is no longer
a little idea out there. It is now moving hearts and minds. It is now being incorporated into government
and being used to prevent the kind of damage we saw at Bhopal and Love Canal.”
– CAROLYN RAFFENSPERGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SCIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH NETWORK

i Photos clockwise from top left: Carolyn Raffensperger; Love
Canal warrior Lois Gibbs; Dr. Andrew Weil.
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“CONTRARY TO THE MYTH IN OUR CULTURE

that we’re separated as individual, aggressive,
competitive creatures, we’re actually wired
for empathy, wired for connection, wired for
love, wired for compassion. Really, to move
forward, all we have to do is to get back to our
true nature.”
– GABOR MATÉ, PHYSICIAN, AUTHOR

“CHEMICAL EXPOSURE IS ONE OF THE STRESSORS WE CAN DO SOMETHING ABOUT, AND THE IMPACT

of what we are learning from biomonitoring is beginning to be acknowledged in laws and corporate
policies to reduce exposures. A new multi-state coalition called SAFER has formed to move policy in the
same direction as Canada and the European Union, who have both taken steps to reverse the burden
of proof so that, in our lifetimes or maybe in our children’s lifetimes, chemicals will need to have their
safety demonstrated before they are put into the products we use everyday rather than people having
to prove a chemical is causing them harm.”
– CHARLOTTE BRODY, BOARD CHAIR, HEALTH CARE WITHOUT HARM

“I LOOK BACK ON THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN, WHOSE PORTRAIT HANGS IN EVERY SCHOOL“I AM A REGISTERED NURSE, BUT MY MOST IMPORTANT credential is that I am a mother. Although I’m
not a scientist and I don’t have a Ph.D., I do have a
few letters following my name: N.M.B.S. Those are
my credentials. No More Bull Shit.”

– TERRI SWEARINGEN, R.N., N.M.B.S.
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room in Illinois, and marvel that our economy was once dependent on slave labor. Unthinkable. I believe our grandchildren will look back on us now and marvel that our economy was once dependent
on chemicals that were killing the planet and killing ourselves, and they will think of it as unthinkable.
They will find it unthinkable to assume an attitude of silence and willful ignorance about our ecology.”
– SANDRA STEINGRABER, BIOLOGIST, AUTHOR
i Photos from upper left: Dr. Marta Arguello, Rachel Remen,
Bioneers Ecological Medicine Media Collection.
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Eco-Nomics:
Valuing Life

J

ust as economic motives and systems are largely driving the destruction of nature and many human communities, so too can they act as restorative forces. We’re experiencing the inevitable shift from a limitless-growth
economy to a steady-state equilibrium based on regenerative green practices and economic equity. New forms
of economic organization, incentives, structures and systems are birthing an Eco-Nomics that hearkens back to the
original meaning of the term. “Oikos” in Greek means “household.” Eco-Nomics is the resource management of the
Earth household.
There’s a creative explosion of new forms and models: the valuing of ecological functions and nature’s services,
“Natural Capitalism,” “Social Capitalism,” cooperatives, worker-owned businesses, socially responsible/mission-driven enterprises, B Corporations, local currencies, micro-lending, green banks, public and infrastructure banks and
credit unions, works councils, time banks, barter systems, socially responsible investing, shareholder activism, radical
philanthropy, social entrepreneurship and so on.
Bioneers has been a hub of new thinking and innovative models seeking to transform our financial systems and our
view of money. Decades of extraordinary innovations are breaking through the Wall Street pavement. As the internal
contradictions of the system reach the breaking point, more and more people are rejecting the rigged game that
concentrates wealth and distributes poverty. The “biological bottom line,” as David Suzuki calls it, is challenging the
hungry ghosts of material wealth and personal acquisition. Our real wealth resides in our ecosystems, communities,
cultures, health and happiness.

“WHENEVER PEOPLE SAY ‘FREE TRADE,’ I ASK IF
‘FREE’ IS A VERB.”

– KENNY AUSUBEL

As The Indigenous Environmental Network puts it: “The health and wellbeing of our grandchildren are worth more
than all the wealth that can be taken from these lands. The first mandate is to ensure that our decision-making is
guided by consideration of the welfare and well being of the seventh generation to come.”

“OUR POWER COMES FROM PROTECTING WHAT WE LOVE—LOVE OF PLACE, LOVE OF LIFE, PEOPLE,

animals, nature, all of life on this beautiful planet Earth. I would say for the entrepreneurs amongst
us, it also is about our love of business. Business has been corrupted as an instrument of greed rather
than one of service to the common good. Yet we know that business is beautiful when we put our creativity and care into producing a product or service that our community really needs.”
– JUDY WICKS, FOUNDER WHITE DOG CAFÉ, AUTHOR, CO-FOUNDER, BALLE

i Photos from top: Reimagining Labor in a Green Economy
Media Collection; Judy Wicks.
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Omar Freilla, Executive Director,
Green Worker Cooperatives (South Bronx)
Attending the 2005 gathering in Marin County was of monumental importance to Green Worker Cooperatives, which was not yet
two years old. We had just completed a business plan to launch
our first worker-owned business, a retail store for salvaged and
surplus building materials in the South Bronx. We projected needing $900,000 in capital. We didn’t know where the money would
come from and had no experience raising anything more than our
$80,000 budget. After the event I was approached by a foundation. We were invited to submit a proposal for $50,000, but they
decided to award us $250,000. Other donors who had been on the
fence began getting on board. We managed to raise almost the
entire $900,000. We were able to fully capitalize our first co-op,
ReBuilders Source, and host a grand opening celebration for ReBuilders Source in 2008. Bioneers has
created a space for people to come together, share ideas, and (at least for us) make another world
possible. I thank you from the bottom of my heart. Please continue doing what you do so well.

“WHEN WE CAN ACTUALLY BRING ACTIVISM INTO
the workplace, the staff feel good.”

– ANITA RODDICK, FOUNDER, BODY SHOP

“OUR RETROFIT IS SAVING OVER TWO-FIFTHS OF THE ENERGY IN THE EMPIRE STATE BUILDING.

Remanufacturing its six and a half thousand windows onsite into super windows that are almost perfect in letting in light without heat, plus better lights and office equipment and such, cut the peak cooling load by a third. Then renovating smaller chillers rather than adding bigger ones saved $17 million
of capital costs, helping to pay for everything else and reducing the payback time to just three years.
[When you] combine the electricity and oil revolutions that I’ve sketched with efficient buildings and
factories, and you efficiently use directly burned fuels, you have the really big story of reinventing
fire where business, enabled and sped by smart policies and mindful markets in co-evolution with civil
society, can lead the United States completely off oil and coal by 2050, and save five trillion dollars,
much risk and insecurity, and, by the way, 82 to 86 percent of the fossil carbon emissions. Our energy
future is not fate but choice.”
– AMORY LOVINS, CO-FOUNDER AND CHAIR, ROCKY MOUNTAIN INSTITUTE

“FREE TRADE IS A LICENSE TO PEDDLE CRAP EVERYWHERE.”

– TERRENCE MCKENNA

i Clockwise from top left: Omar Freilla, Anita Roddick, Amory
Lovins.
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“MY MOTHER ALWAYS SAID, ‘IF WE HAVE A POT

of beans and there’s nine of us sitting here at the
table, there’s room for one more.’ You don’t let
somebody else go hungry. That’s community.”
– GUADALUPE AVILA , COMMUNITY
CULTURE WORKER

“HERE’S OUR DEFINITION OF SUSTAINABILITY AT INTERFACE AND OUR TIMETABLE. WE EXPECT BY

the year 2020 to operate our petro-intensive company in such a way as to take from the Earth only
that which the Earth can renew rapidly and naturally—not another fresh drop of oil—and to do no
harm to the biosphere. Zero footprint by 2020—Mission Zero. The entire industrial system must travel this road. But is it possible? Why not? If it exists, it must be possible. If we can do it, anybody can. If
anybody can, everybody can.”
– RAY ANDERSON, FOUNDER-CHAIRMAN, INTERFACE INC.

“MANY

CONVENTIONAL FARMERS ARE BEGINNING TO MIMIC NATURE AND USE BIOLOGICAL
processes both to reduce input use and waste. Farmers, like the rest of society, benefit from environmental services and they need to understand how that affects their profitability. Most farmers can
abandon 5 to 15 percent of the land they farm and produce more at a lower cost and with higher
profits. That’s true of every commodity I’ve looked at anywhere in the world. That’s just amazing to
me. Farmers are doing better and they’ll do more, but the real question is: How can each of us help to
speed this up? We’re racing against time and life, and I don’t just mean ours. I mean all life on Earth
depends on it.”
– JASON CLAY, WWF

“THE STORY IS THAT THOSE WOMEN CARRIED BANNERS THAT SAID WE WANT BREAD AND ROSES

too. The bread was the symbol of money, of higher wages, which was, of course, a demand of the labor
movement, and the roses—time to smell the roses—was the symbol of shorter hours of time.”
– JOHN DE GRAAF, FILMMAKER, FOUNDER, TAKE BACK YOUR TIME

i Photos clockwise from top left: Ray Anderson, farmworker
organizer Lucas Benitez, Jason Clay, community organizer
Mary Gonzalez.
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“OUR FOCUS AT GREEN WORKER COOPERATIVES IS TO CREATE GREEN COLLAR JOBS. THERE IS NO

need to continue to throw everything out and create a handful of jobs at a landfill in some far-off
land. There are plenty of jobs that wind up getting thrown into a local dumpster and sent out somewhere else. We can create jobs doing anything from recycling to re-use to re-manufacturing.”
– OMAR FREILLA, FOUNDER, GREEN WORKER COOPERATIVES

“WE PUT MAN ON THE MOON IN THE ‘60S. THE PROGRAM WAS CALLED APOLLO. WE FACE OUR

own moonshot mission today. That mission is to clean up the environment. That mission is to stimulate
the American economy and declare energy independence so that we can get off of the oil barrel that
we’re being held over by foreign governments. It is an opportunity to green America through manufacturing, through a public policy that will help America get on its feet again.”
– JEROME RINGO, APOLLO ALLIANCE

“YOU SHOULDN’T HAVE TO HAVE A TON OF GREEN IN ORDER TO BE GREEN. THIS TRANSITIONAL
green economy should move people out of poverty so that our country can set the example of how to
profit from equality. America needs to level the economic playing field by training and employing a
massive green-collar work force. We need government investment on the scale of the Marshall Plan,
with coordinated incentives, funding and regulations to make clean tech industries.”
– MAJORA CARTER, FOUNDER, SUSTAINABLE SOUTH BRONX

“THE INHERENT INJUSTICE OF OUR CURRENT ECONOMIC SYSTEM—ALL WEALTH GOES TO THE

owner or the shareholders—can be tackled through employee ownership by shifting the wealth to the
real stakeholders, the people who are creating the wealth. If the people who make the decisions are
the people who will bear the consequences of those decisions, better decisions are likely to result.”
– JOHN ABRAMS, CO-FOUNDER-PRESIDENT, SOUTH MOUNTAIN COMPANY
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i Photos from left to right: Majora Carter, Jerome Ringo.

TOPIC TRACKS: ECO-NOMICS

TESTIMONIALS
“A vision of a sustainable environment where
low-income communities have income and
assets to take care of themselves as well as
the environment emerged for me from the
2000 Bioneers conference.”
– Connie Evans, Founder and President, The
Women’s Self-Employment Project
“The Bioneers conference is a brilliant and fascinating gathering of thought leaders from
the areas of economics, business, social justice and environmental management. It’s a
great opportunity to reflect, to network and
to debate on past, current and future issues.”
– Anita Roddick, founder, Body Shop

“WE HAVE MCKINSEY AND COMPANY SAYING THAT COMPANIES THAT HAVE 30 PERCENT OR MORE

women on their management teams and boards of directors have a better return on investment. We
have the World Bank saying that parliaments around the world make better decisions when there’s a
critical mass of women on them. We have everybody looking at us and saying, it’s your opportunity
moment, it’s your moment, go for it.”
– GLORIA FELDT, CO-FOUNDER-PRESIDENT, TAKE THE LEAD, AUTHOR

“THE TOP 400 PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES HAVE MORE CAPITAL THAN THE BOTTOM 180 MILLION

taken together. It is not possible to have a democratic society if that continues—that’s a medieval
number. I mean that technically, not rhetorically. A very decentralized, extremely American idea about
changing ownership of wealth in a very democratic way is beginning to set a new idea that is integrated with a vision of an ecologically sustainable, build-from-the-bottom, community-by-community
vision of a different system. There are 130 million people involved in co-ops and credit unions, 10,000
worker-owned companies around the country, 4,000 to 5,000 neighborhood-owned corporations,
20 states introducing public banking legislation, and 20 states looking at single-payer healthcare.
The community wealth-building model emphasizes stewardship over capital so that, while workers
are benefiting now, part of their responsibility as workers is to ensure that business is passed on to
succeeding generations. This is the New Economy in formation, so let’s get on with it.”
– GAR ALPEROWITZ, AUTHOR, LIONEL R. BAUMAN PROFESSOR OF
POLITICAL ECONOMY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND

“WHEN YOU TAKE THE PEOPLE WHO MOST NEED WORK AND CONNECT THEM WITH THE WORK

that most needs doing, you save. You save that young person’s life, you save a whole bunch of money,
and you save the soul of this country when you invest and give people a chance, give people hope, give
people opportunity. The good thing about a green-collar job is it can’t be off-shored or outsourced.
You can’t put a building on a boat, send it to India or China, have them weatherize it, put a solar panel
on it, send it back. It’s a green economy!”
– VAN JONES, FOUNDER, GREEN FOR ALL

i Photo above: Story of Stuff creator Annie Leonard.
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Justice:

Human Rights, Equity and the
Rights of Nature

A

vibrant and wildly diverse global movement is challenging business-as-usual and creating another world. This
movement of movements is founded in values and principles including environmental wellbeing, universal
human rights, rights for nature, fairness, social and racial and gender justice, economic equity, democracy
and compassion.
Over these 25 years, a necessary convergence of the environmental and social justice movements has occurred,
becoming one stronger, unified movement. Taking care of nature means taking care of people, and taking care of
people means taking care of nature. It’s all one issue. We know that we will never have peace with the Earth unless
we have justice with one another, and justice is a process that never ends.
Bioneers has been a hatchery for this convergence and for new insights that have helped give rise to previously nonexistent or obscure arenas such as rights for nature.
The diversity of players and participants today is awe-inspiring. People have connected the dots into networks, from
challenging corporate power and elevating the leadership of women, First Peoples and communities of color, to
developing social technologies and inclusive organizing strategies. Bioneers has helped incubate and connect this
emergent consciousness of interdependence, and expand the circle of kinship to the “Other” in all its forms, including diverse peoples and other-than-human life.

“PEACE IS A JOURNEY, NOT A DESTINATION. PEACE
is about consistently coming back to the table to
resolve our conflicts.”
– AQEELA SHERRILLS, LA PEACEMAKER

“THERE IS AN ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT AND THERE IS A SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENT. IF THEY

could truly become one movement, the transformation would be unimaginable. When a black child in
Oakland winces at the thought of an ancient tree being cut down in northern California, and when an
ex-logger in Northern California winces at the thought of a black teenager in Oakland being cut down
on those streets, then we’ll know that day has arrived.”
– PAUL HAWKEN

“OUR GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN A VERY POOR GARDENER. IT TENDS TO WATER THE WEEDS AND
pull the flowers in our society.”

– JIM HIGHTOWER
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i Photos from top: Erica Fernandez; Aqeela Sherrills.

TOPIC TRACKS: JUSTICE: HUMAN RIGHTS, EQUITY AND THE RIGHTS OF NATURE

“PART OF WHAT KEPT US CENTERED THROUGHOUT THIS BEAUTIFUL, TUMULTUOUS AND SOMETIMES

painful journey was that we sometimes had to remind ourselves that our story did not begin in these
hard and musty dungeons, but that our journey started billions of years ago in the darkness of time
and space, and that like the particles of ancient stardust that pulsate through our body, we have
paused but a moment in slavery’s path.”
– DEDAN GILLS, ACTIVIST

Grace Bauer
Justice for Families
When I first went to the gathering of this group of folks [women whose children were incarcerated], it was all folks of color, and I was pretty afraid of going into that group because I didn’t know
my place there and I didn’t really know how to behave. I grew up in a really poor community, but it
was an all white community. This group welcomed me in and took me under their wing. A woman
whose father and grandfather had been heavily involved in the Civil Rights movement in New Orleans taught me everything she knew about organizing. She had been very hurt in her lifetime by
white folks, and her family had been incredibly mistreated by white folks, but she did trust me. Not
only did she let me in, she taught me everything she knew. When I didn’t understand, she didn’t get
angry at me. She took the time to sit with me and teach me, and help me to understand how the
other side was seeing it, until we realized that we were not on two opposite sides. We were all on
the same side. What I learned was that we all had strengths to bring to the table, we all had assets
to bring to the table. It’s when we can stop ignoring those strengths that we can come together
and fight. That work continues with Families and Friends of Louisiana’s Incarcerated Children with
thousands and thousands of families nationwide today. We’re moving to enact federal legislation
that would actually drop the number of children in secure care around the country by half.

“THIS IS A GLOBAL CALL TO REVOLUTION THAT TELLS

you not to wait for the revolution, only to stand
where you stand, to fight with your own weapon. It
could be a video camera, words, ideas. It’s a revolution in miniature that says, ‘Yes, you can try this
at home.’
– NAOMI KLEIN, AUTHOR

“THE REAL STRUGGLE HERE HAS TO DO WITH THE FRAME OF IDENTITY — WHO WE ARE. CORPORATIONS

and so-called conservatives try to convince us that our identity is that of consumers, when for a
230-some-odd-year history, and really for millennia, humans have understood that our real identity
is that of citizens; of participants in community; of participants in a political process, local process.”
– THOM HARTMANN, AUTHOR, BROADCASTER

i Photos from top: Belvie Rooks and Dedan Gills; Anti-corporate legal innovators Ka Saw Wah and Katie Redford.
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“IN LATE 2008, THE PEOPLE OF ECUADOR APPROVED THE NEW CONSTITUTION, BECOMING THE

very first country in the world to recognize the rights of ecosystems to ‘exist, persist, regenerate and
evolve.’ We’re now working with communities from Maine to California, from Virginia to Washington. The people in the communities recognize that the structure of law was never intended to protect
the environment but to regulate its exploitation. They recognize that, in order to change the existing
structure of law, a movement for nature’s rights is necessary.”
– MARI MARGIL, CELDF

“IT IS NOT UNTIL WE APPLY OUR KNOWLEDGE TO
action that we actually achieve power.”

– CARLOS PORRAS, COMMUNITIES FOR A BETTER
ENVIRONMENT

“THE STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT IS A VERY GOOD
indicator of good governance.”

– WANJIRA MATHAI

“DR. KING WASN’T THE FIRST ONE TO USE THE IDEA OF ‘BELOVED COMMUNITY,’ BUT HE POPULARIZED

it. He meant ‘beloved’ not in a romantic sense, but that justice is the public face of love. Dr. King was
talking about recognizing our shared humanity, recognizing what Thich Nhat Hanh talks about as our
interbeing, that we’re profoundly related. We don’t have to create that; we just have to recognize it
and then live it. It’s already there, and if we are going to have any kind of peace, any kind of happiness
that’s sustainable on a collective level, we will have to recognize it, and then organize around it.”
– JOHN A. POWELL, UC BERKELEY HAAS INSTITUTE FOR A FAIR & INCLUSIVE SOCIETY

i Photos clockwise from top: Ruckus Society founder John
Sellers; john a. powell; MoveOn co-founder Joan Blades;
Mari Margill.
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“WE USED A HOT DOG TO SYMBOLIZE GOVERNOR

Mariel Nanasi

Voinovich as a weenie on waste.”

Executive Director, New Energy Economy
I went to the conference. Like a sponge, I soaked up the message: Climate disruption is urgent! After
that first conference I left my ‘safe’ life as an attorney who represented people subjected to police
misconduct and violence, and became a climate and energy expert and activist. I need to look at my
kids in their eyes and say that I used my talents to address climate disruption. [After being hired by
New Energy Economy], we passed the New Mexico carbon reduction rule, but Republican Governor
Susanna Martinez overturned the law. Despite the setback, we have closed half of one of the largest
and dirtiest coal plants in the country. The Senior VP of the local electric monopoly recently referred
to me in front of a crowd as his ‘chief adversary.’ If we ACT, not just talk, but make change, challenge
systems (what I truly love about Bioneers), act strategically, collaboratively, and courageously, then
we might have a chance. This is the Bioneers community: change-makers who love life and act courageously against all odds because we care!

– TERRI SWEARINGEN, R.N., GOLDMAN
ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE WINNER

“ THE ONLY THING WORSE THAN THE FAILURE OF THIS MASSIVE ECONOMIC GLOBALIZATION
would be its success.”

– JERRY MANDER, INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON GLOBALIZATION, AUTHOR

“IT ISN’T JUST ABOUT HAVING PEOPLE OF COLOR ON A PLATFORM. WE ABSOLUTELY HAVE TO

demand a place at that table where the decisions are being made, where the dialogue about policy is
being had. If movements like this do not make the concerns of people of color their primary concerns,
then movements like this are doomed to become irrelevant.”
– NEELAM SHARMA, COMMUNITY SERVICES UNLIMITED

“ HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION GO HAND IN HAND.”
– JASON CLAY, FORMER CULTURAL SURVIVAL MARKETING PROGRAM
FOR FIRST SUSTAINABLE AMAZONIAN PRODUCTS PARTNERSHIPS
i Photos from top: Diane Wilson and Terri Swearingen;
Neelam Sharma.
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“ILLEGAL ALIENS, LAW BREAKERS? THESE IMMIGRANTS PRODUCED THE GREAT BOUNTY OF FRESH

fruits and vegetables over which we give thanks every day at our dinner table, and we call them illegal.
Into their care we trust the most precious things that we have, the lives of our young children, and we
call them alien. Into their care we trust our parents and grandparents when they are too old and infirm
and ridden with disease to care for themselves, and we call them lawbreakers. We tell them that they
should be ashamed for having broken our laws for coming to this country to work. My fellow brothers
and sisters, let us look into our own hearts and souls and ask ourselves, ‘Who should be ashamed?’”
– MARIA ELENA DURAZO, PRESIDENT, HOTEL EMPLOYEES & RESTAURANT EMPLOYEES UNION

“IN THE UNITED STATES NATURE HAS NO RIGHTS.

Ecosystems have no rights. Rivers have no rights.
Bears, cougars, trees—no rights. So what happens
when we start writing charters that recognize the
inalienable rights of nature?”
– THOMAS LINZEY, COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL
LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

“WHO ARE WE, THIS DRUG POLICY REFORM MOVEMENT ? WE’RE THE PEOPLE WHO LOVE DRUGS;
we’re the people who hate drugs; and we’re the people who don’t give a damn about drugs. But every
one of us believes that the War on Drugs is not the way to deal with this stuff. We are building a political movement for individual freedom and social justice.”
– ETHAN NADELMANN, DRUG POLICY ALLIANCE
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i Photos clockwise from top right: Maria Elena Durazo;
Ethan Nadelmann; Thomas Linzey.
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Nature, Culture and Spirit:
Honoring the Mystery

A

s human beings, we are seekers of meaning. Our beliefs, narratives, emotions and values tend to be the most
powerful guides and motivators in our lives. To restore nature, our communities and our wholeness as human
beings requires a fundamental psycho-spiritual and ethical paradigm shift. It’s the awakening (or rediscovery)
of an Earth-honoring spirituality at the original core of our ethical and religious worldviews.
As Bioneers has highlighted, if we can make this shift, it will expand our compassion in the recognition awareness of
our interdependence with nature and each other. It will invite the recognition of the need to embrace the “Other” in
all its forms, human and other-than-human. From faith communities to “non-prophet” atheists, we can agree at least
on the Golden Rule, because as Dr. Larry Dossey notes, “Treat others as you would yourself because they ARE you.”
It’s all relatives.
The arts have always played an especially crucial role in anticipating and helping midwife profound cultural and political transformations. Innovative, socially engaged artists create in traditional media such as print, painting, murals,
film, music and theater—and in novel forms such as “eco-art,” cyberspace-based art, community-based art, performance art, and mixed-media performance.
As author Richard Tarnas observes, “Worldviews create worlds.” A new cosmology is emerging that suggests a cosmos that’s an unbroken whole, an infinitely interconnected sea of energy, intelligent and sentient. We are co-creative
participants in this neverending cosmic dance. Give thanks.

“THIS NATION IS AN ARTWORK. WE THE PEOPLE, ALL OF US TOGETHER, RIGHT NOW ARE CREATING IT.”
– SUSANNA DAKIN, ARTIST

“NATURE IS SO COMPLEX, ITS INTERACTIONS SO DYNAMIC, AND IT IS SO NON-STATIC THAT THE idea

that science could ever understand it all is utterly laughable. We can understand the more simple
things that we do to interfere with it: to degrade it, to wreck it. But we can never understand it. It is
beyond our comprehension. In the Indian cultures that I know, they have said that it is a great mystery. It is so complex, so great, so above us that we should never be so arrogant to think that we can
understand even a little bit of it.”
– JOHN MOHAWK, SCHOLAR, IROQUOIS SIX NATIONS

i Photos from top: Milky Way galaxy, Sarah Crowell, Artistic

Director, Destiny Arts Performance; Nature, Culture & Spirit
Media Collection
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The Myth of Meaninglessness
Michael Meade, Mosaic Multicultural Foundation
In the year 2000, the UN invited the people of the world to share their views of what is wrong in the
world. From across the globe, stories of woe poured in. The people at the UN realized they needed a
way to organize the flash flood of tears.
They found four categories. “Culture” ranged from loss of languages to uprooted refugees. “Political” spanned loss of freedom and abuses of power. “Economic” included poverty, joblessness
and the chasm between have-nots and have-a-lots. “Environment” covered climate change, water
shortages and the litany of ecological harms.
Then the UN group decided to keep on distilling the stories to pure essence: one word. Cultural problems boiled down to “rootless.” Political problems to “powerless.” Economic problems to “ruthless.” And environmental problems to “futureless.”
Finally, they crystallized these four bleak words into just one word that encompassed all the woes
of the world: “meaningless.”
Then they turned the podium over to Michael Meade. “Actually, the UN people apologized to me
and they said we’re sorry that we’re handing you the stage when we just convinced everybody that
the whole world was meaningless. And I said, ‘Well, don’t apologize. I’m a mythologist and I happen
to know the one essential thing, which is that myth makes meaning.’ When the culture collapses,
when the things that everybody believed in turn out to be hollow, what’s left are the regular folk.
The folk are the people of the Earth, the people that kept close to the Earth. They survived the
collapses and they continue to tell the stories. There are collections in all cultures of the stories of
survival. I call them the ‘re-Creation’ stories.”

“THE REALITY IS THAT RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES
around the globe, with no insult intended to Facebook, remain in very real terms the largest social
network on the planet.”
– REV. FLETCHER HARPER, GREEN FAITH

“IF YOU CAN DISAPPEAR A RIVER, HOW MUCH EASIER IS IT TO DISAPPEAR THE HISTORY OF THE

people? We painted 2,700 hundred feet of mural, a half-mile of imagery on the L.A. River. We excavated our own stories, our families’ stories, to recover our history. Hundreds of artists and scholars
and members of the public contributed time, knowledge and their own memories for the making of
the long wall. Today, the original children of the Great Wall are grown and they are returning as alumni to work with another generation of youth. The Great Wall has been declared a site of public memory worth preservation by the state of California’s cultural and historical endowment.”
– JUDY BACA, ARTIST, FOUNDER, SOCIAL AND PUBLIC ART RESOURCE CENTER (SPARC)
i Photos from top: Fletcher Harper; Judy Baca.

92

BIONEERS: 25 YEARS OF VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

TOPIC TRACKS: NATURE, CULTURE AND SPIRIT

“IT’S OBVIOUS THAT WE’RE NOT HERE FOR OURSELVES. THAT MAKES NO EVOLUTIONARY SENSE.

There’s something larger than us, and to the extent that we can live that and celebrate that, I think
we’re healthier, and then that’s love. So if we think of love and a beloved community in this way, then
we hold all this stuff together—together.”
– JOHN A. POWELL, DIRECTOR, UC BERKELEY HAAS INSTITUTE FOR A FAIR & INCLUSIVE SOCIETY

“IF WE ARE GOING TO TALK ABOUT A LIVING VISION

for the Earth that goes on for millennia, then we
need people to think with their hearts, we need
them to see that their soul is connected to every
other living creature on this planet, and we need to
apply the science to come up with the solutions.”
– DEKILA CHUNGYALPA, WWF
SACRED EARTH PROGRAM

“AMAZONIAN PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT PLANTS AND ANIMALS HAVE INTENTIONS, AND THAT SHAMANS

communicate with other species in visions and dreams, whereas Western sciences tend to deny intention in nature, and consider living beings as ‘automata.’ Over two decades I searched for common
ground between Western science and Indigenous knowledge and found increasing scientific evidence
that nature teems with intelligence. Now scientists show that single-celled slime molds solve mazes,
brainless plants make correct decisions, and bees with brains the size of pinheads handle abstract
concepts.”
– JEREMY NARBY, AUTHOR, AMAZONIAN PROJECTS DIRECTOR, NOUVELLE PLANÈTE

“THE

FIRST COMMANDMENT IS TO LOVE GOD,
and the second is to love your neighbor as yourself. If you love your neighbor, we don’t pollute our
neighbor’s air and water.”
– REV. SALLY BINGHAM, INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT

i Photos from left: Jeremy Narby, Destiny Arts Youth Performance, Dekila Chungyalpa.

BIONEERS: 25 YEARS OF VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

93

TOPIC TRACKS: NATURE, CULTURE AND SPIRIT

“I THINK ABOUT THE REDWOOD TREES. THEY’RE HUGE. THEY’RE SOME OF THE LARGEST LIVING

beings on the planet. Did you know that the redwood seed is one of the smallest seeds — almost microscopic — in the world? When it first sprouts you can’t see it, but it grows to be something that inspires
us, protects us.”
– ANDY LIPKIS, FOUNDER, TREEPEOPLE

“ALL OF THE TREES ON EARTH HAVE HEARD OF
Julia Butterfly Hill. After what she did to save one
tree, nothing we do to protect any part of nature
will seem far-fetched.”

– ALICE WALKER, AUTHOR

“WE HAVE TO MAKE A GIANT STEP IN OUR CONSCIOUSNESS. WE HAVE TO MAKE REAL WHAT WE
dream and know and intuit. We are one planet people, we can only be one planet people if we honor
all our differences, and we belong to one living sacred body of Earth. When we get that, we’ll be able
to achieve the ongoing singing of the song of life.”
– JOANNA MACY, AUTHOR, DEEP ECOLOGIST

“ONE OF THE MAJOR ASPECTS OF A HEALED WARRIOR’S IDENTITY IS TO COME BACK TO THE PEOPLE
and tell them the truth about war and violence, and witness to the horror that war is, and serve the
people in restraining and reducing the violence.”

– EDWARD TICK, AUTHOR, FOUNDER-DIRECTOR, A SOLDIER’S HEART

i Photos clockwise from top right: Pop star Imogen Heap and

media innovators Thomas Ermacora, Kim Spencer of LinkTV,
and Mother Jones publisher Steve Katz; Ed Tick; Joanna Macy.
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“IN TAOIST THINKING, IN THE DARKEST OF NIGHT,

in the most devastating place, that’s the place
most ready for transformation. I see abandoned
lots as endless resources for us to create an innovative way to create our new future. Making art
in destitute places is like making a fire in the dead
cold night of winter. It gives out warmth, gives out
light, gives direction and rekindles hope.”
– LILY YEH, ARTIST, FOUNDER, BAREFOOT ARTISTS

“WHAT WE’RE TRYING TO DO IS NOT ABOUT WINNING. IT’S ABOUT LOSING. IT’S ABOUT LOSING THIS

burden of having to make it, to be rich, to be comfortable, to be seen, to be famous, to be followed, to
be friended, to be known. We don’t need all that because it’s an upside-down world and the winners
are the losers. What we lose is the delusion and suffering that we are here on Earth for ourselves. That
is such a delusion. Takers suffer always.”
– PAUL HAWKEN

“OUR

RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS NEED TO BE
redirected to a new covenant, one with nature.”
– TOM HAYDEN, FORMER CALIFORNIA
STATE SENATOR& ASSEMBLYMAN

i Photos clockwise from above: Reverend Billy of the Church

of Stop Shopping; Jeffrey Bronfman, North American founder,
União do Vegetal Church; Shailja Patel; Lily Yeh.
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TESTIMONIALS
“When I first heard of Bioneers, I thought, ‘What the hell is that?’ Pioneers? Engineers? Biologists? Sounds like a hodgepodge... some kinda artificial glue job. Then I heard more about
how inspiring the conferences were. I finally experienced one myself, and frankly, came home
high. Not from the herb, from the content. And the love vibe. But this wasn’t just a bunch of
new age fantasizers; this was serious thinkers from all kinds of different, very respectable
professions. Up until then, I’d become rather pessimistic about the future of homo sapiens
figuring out how to live on Turtle Island. Ever since then (around 1999), I’ve felt, due to the
brilliance of the presenters at Bioneers, that we have a chance... that we can learn to fit into
this great cosmic experience.”
– John Densmore, musician, author, The Doors drummer
“Being invited to and participating in the 24th Annual Bioneers Conference was not only an
honor, but a tremendous blessing. We were able to share our work, our artistry, our vision
with some of the world’s most powerful leaders and thinkers of our time. We had the privilege to personally thank Danny Glover for the incredible inspiration he is in our lives. We
were able to meet Caroline Casey playing metaphor games and talking star alignment in the
back… and appear on her radio show ‘ The Visionary Activist’ days later. We were privileged
to make music with John Densmore, drummer of The Doors, and share ideas with Caroleigh
Van Pelt Pierce of Klean Kanteen on how to bring artists at the forefront of the fight for water
sustainability. Since we left Bioneers, we’ve been blessed with multiple invitations to participate in other conferences and events, received financial support for one of our projects,
and continue to receive emails and messages from audience members and other presenters
who send us love and appreciation testifying to the impact of our work. We are so grateful.
Bioneers was, without a doubt, a highlight of our 2013 National Tour.”
– Alixa Garcia & Naima Penniman, Climbing PoeTree
“I found the Bioneers community one of the most open and embracing I have worked with in
a long time, and it will remain a strong and treasured memory.”
– Bernice Johnson Reagon, Sweet Honey in the Rock
“I think the Bioneers concept is one that is setting a new course for the history of not only
this country but this planet… As I travel around and see the different cities, there is a new
consciousness that is taking place.”
– Michael Franti, musician

i Photos from top: John Densmore, Climbing PoeTree.
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Bioneers Staff

O

ur 25th year was momentous for the organization. We relocated our headquarters to the Bay Area, the true
home of Bioneers, where we now enjoy up-close, year-round connection with so many of our key allies and
community members. We brought on our fabulous new Executive Director Joshua Fouts, along with other
key staff to complement our amazing core of long-time teammates. After a multi-year restructuring process, Bioneers
now thrives as a team-based outfit with distributed leadership. We are deeply grateful and honored to work with such
accomplished, dedicated and inspired people.
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We deeply thank key past staff members who greatly
helped shape and grow Bioneers:
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“NINA AND KENNY HAVE GROWN A SIMULTANEOUSLY

meticulous and wild garden from the seeds of diversity, struggle, and compassion. They have tended it
with the water of listening, including, expanding and
intermingling with the sunlight of community, of
questioning and discovery. They are now beginning
to see the bloom of a whole new way of being on this
Earth. An invitation to Bioneers is an invitation to
join your story, your struggle with the many struggles. It is an invitation to open your heart and mind,
to go further, to be braver. From mushrooms to meditation, from the rising wisdom and vision of the Indigenous to the shared concrete steps of movement
building, Bioneers is a Garden of Re-imagination, the
green weaving of the story of our survival.”
– EVE ENSLER, author, artist, founder
One Billion Rising and V-Day

DOUBLE DOWN ON BIONEERS
Make a Difference that Really Makes a Difference

AS WE CELEBRATE BIONEERS’ 25TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2014,
it’s a golden moment to double down on your support to ensure and optimize Bioneers’
ongoing contributions to help turn the tide at this once-in-a-civilization moment.
We invite you to deepen your investment or start now to generate a Return on Engagement that harvests 25 years of visionary leadership, practical experience and actionable
knowledge.
When you support Bioneers, you’re leveraging our entire community of leadership—
a movement of movements.
We thank each and every one of you who has helped us reach this remarkable milestone. Every single gift—large and small—has helped bring us to where we are today.

Play big. Make a difference that really makes a difference
by generously supporting Bioneers.
You can make a secure online donation at www.bioneers.org
or contact give@bioneers.org or 415-660-9305.
To learn about our Kinship Circle of engaged
higher donors, and about our Legacy Giving
program, please contact Executive Director
Joshua Sheridan Fouts at josh@bioneers.org
or 415-660-9302.
With your generous support,
our greatest legacy is yet to come.

s
i Photos from left: Afia Walking Tree, Deb Lane,
Eve Ensler at Bioneers conference 2014;
attendees at Bioneers conference 2007
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