
Logistics: Teachers need to seek parental approval and make transportation arrangements to and from the conference.  
Please do everything you can to have students present for the entire time. Leaving early can disrupt learnshops and student reflections 
that bring closure to the day.

Welcome to the 17th Annual  
Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit  
Conference! 
Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit holds an annual conference that provides a 
platform for community members to network and highlight innovative 
solutions to environmental and social problems, with a focus on Metro 
Detroit and Michigan. We are a “Pollinator” event, linked to the national 
Bioneers organization. (Find out more at Bioneers.org). Our mission is to 
promote a sustainable community that fosters life-giving relationships, 
nurtures connections and celebrates solutions for restoring and healing 
Earth's communities.

The Programming Committee has chosen “Earth is our Mentor, Measure 
and Model” as the Conference theme. For the past 3.8 billion years Earth 
has been creating conditions conducive to life. In nature, what is waste 
to one organism becomes a food source for others – think of composting, 
or the oxygen-carbon dioxide relationship between animals and plants. 
Earth's experience is a model that we can emulate; Earth can serve as 
a measure to help achieve balance; and Earth can be a mentor that will 
teach us how to care for our common home. Earth is our model, measure 
and mentor working towards a sustainable, racially-equitable, inclusive, 
community that fosters life-giving relationships, nurtures connections, 
and celebrates solutions for restoring and healing. We desire this 
conference to be an opportunity for the community to share experiences 
and strategies to ensure that we humans are a positive force in our 
earth community while addressing the critical issues of environmental 
degradation, systemic racism, and health disparities.

As is our past practice, we are offering five tours on Friday morning. 
Registration includes a bus ride to and from the tour site. There is also 
programming all day on the McNichols campus of University of Detroit 
Mercy. Youth who come with their schools have a program until 2:30 pm 
when they depart on their school buses. Chef Phil Jones and Farmacy 
Foods will again provide our lunch and snacks (both days), included 
in the registration. New to this year is special youth programming on 
Saturday, for up to 25 youths (to be registered and accompanied by their 
parent or another designated adult). Youths have learnshops all day, and 
are welcome on the one Saturday afternoon tour. (Parents can attend 
adult learnshops and panels down the hall from the youth learnshop). 
This Saturday afternoon tour gives priority to youth and their parents 
registered for Saturday, with second priority to any two day registrants 
who did not go on a Friday tour. We look forward to greeting you all at our 
conference!

Sincerely, 
Gail Presbey
Nicholas Schroeck
GLBD 2022 Conference co-Chairs 

Register online udmercy.edu/glbd

FRIDAY, October 14
8 to 9 am             Registration - (Student Union Ballroom foyer, 2nd floor)

9          Opening and Welcome                            

9:30 to 11:45       Concurrent Session A: Tours, Panels and Videos  

11:45 to 12:40     Lunch (Ballroom) 

12:45 to 1:45       Concurrent Session B: Adults and  
                               Youth (7th to 12th grade) Panel,  
                               Learnshops, Concert (Student Union,  
                               Chapel in C&F, Life Sciences, Briggs)

Youth         (7th to 12th grade)

1:55 to 2:20         Plenary: Students Report Back on their Experience  (Ballroom)

2:30          Departure of Youth

Adults

2:40 to 3:50         Concurrent Session C: Learnshops and Videos 

3:50 to 4:10         Break/Exhibits/Snack/Networking   

4:10 to 5:20         Concurrent Session D: Learnshops and Videos

SATURDAY, October 15
8 to 9 am             Registration. Continental breakfast.   
          Bioneers videos. (Ballroom)

9 to 10:10            Concurrent Session E: Panel and  
                               Learnshops (Student Union) 

10:25 to 11:35    Concurrent Session F: Learnshops and Videos

11:40 to 12:35    Lunch/ Exhibits/Networking/ Planet Detroit Awards

12:40 to 1:50      Concurrent Session G: Learnshops 

2:00 to 3:10        Concurrent Session H: Learnshops / Tour 
                               for youth and their families

3:10 to 3:30         Break /Snack/ Exhibits/Networking

3:30 to 4:40        Concurrent Session I: Learnshops / Tour                                                         
                               for youth and their families (cont.) 

4:50 to 5:20        Conference Closing Ritual

Conference Schedule at a Glance
Registration, Plenaries, Dining area and Exhibits (Ballroom)
Learnshops:  Locations provided upon arrival.  Register Online: udmercy.edu/glbd  

FRIDAY, October 14 
(8 am arrival, 2:30 pm departure)               

8 to 9 am             Registration (Student Center)

9:00-9:25             Welcome and sending forth  

9:30 to 11:45       Tours

11:45 to 12:40     Lunch

12:45 to 1:45       Youth Learnshops

1:45 to 1:55         Prep for Sharing Insights

1:55 to 2:25         Youth Presentations (Ballroom)

2:30          Youth Departure

Registration fees: $5 per student (includes tour, lunch and youth learnshop), 
$40 per teacher per day and $20 per chaperone per day (includes tour, lunch 
and afternoon program).  Other teachers who wish to attend the conference 
are welcome at the same discount price of $40 per day. We ask you to follow 
the Friday adult conference schedule. Teachers will find the entire conference 
relevant to their work.  

4    Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit Conference 2022

4:50 to 5:20 Closing Event/Ceremony

How to Register: You can register and pay on line. Find our registration 
link at https://udmercy.edu/glbd.   Because we can only accommodate 200 
students, registration will be on a first registered/PAID first served basis. 
Once you register you will receive additional information. 

To register by mail, contact Gail Presbey at presbegm@udmercy.edu or call 
313-861-8865 for further instructions.

The 17th Annual  
Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit 
Conference:  
A Bioneers Pollinators Event

October 14-15, 2022
University of Detroit Mercy   4001 W. McNichols Rd.  Detroit, MI 48221

Earth is our Measure, Mentor, and Model 
 Strategies for Reconnecting with Nature & Community

FRIDAY, YOUNG BIONEERS DAY - AT GLBD!  Youth Schedule (7th to 12th grades)

Collective Heritage Institute –  
Bioneers

Collective Heritage Institute – Bioneers

2022 GLBD CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES             

CATEGORY 2 Day 1 Day 2 Day 1 Day

Regular $100 $60 $120 $70

Sr/St/Activist $75 $40 $85 $50

College Student $25 $15 $30 $20

Teacher $75 $40 $85 $50

Chaperone NA $20 NA $20

Volunteer *  4 Hrs 2 Hrs 4 Hrs 2 Hrs

Youth $10 $5 $10 $5

Early Bird Fees: until midnight Oct. 7
Regular Fees: 
Beginning Oct. 8

Vendor Table $40 Register / pay on line by October 7

Exhibitor Table $30 Register / pay on line by October 7

H2. Advocacy is for Everyone: 5 Levers for Building Political  
         Will for Climate Action
This presentation will provide an overview of the Five Levers of political will 
and how to use them to take effective climate action. It will also illustrate how 
the levers fit into the broader climate movement along with strategies like 
protesting and direct action.
Donald Carbary has been a member of Citizens’ Climate Lobby Detroit since 2020. 
He is a benefits examiner for the state of Michigan.
H3. From Dust to Dust — A Method of Providing for Family
This presentation highlights how African American families have taught care for 
one another, especially by examining how one can find, and give, peace through 
one’s death. It will show how addressing all aspects of death can be boon to the 
Earth. The learnshop will include art reflecting the presenter’s approach.
Chiquita McKenzie has been an administrator and teacher from fifth grade through 
the graduate level. Her research and work have focused on African American males.
H4 (and I4 – Tour spans both time frames). Tour  
Sun as Our Teacher and Guide 
A bus will be available. Priority goes to youth and their parents. Second priority 
goes to two-day registrants who did not attend a Friday tour. Remaining seats 
assigned in order of registration. This is an opportunity to re-imagine your own 
relationship with the sun and the earth through a tour of Taproot Sanctuary, a 
community practicing living in right relationship with the Earth, our neighbors 
and ourselves. Join the folks at Taproot (southeast Detroit) not only to see how 
they are getting back on nature’s grid, but to imagine and experiment with ways 
that you can get back on nature’s grid in your own home.
Marcia Lee and en Sawyer co-founded Taproot Sanctuary. en is a permaculturalist, 
mycologist, woodworker, artist, father, philosophe, and taiko drummer. Marcia is 
a healing-centered leadership coach, courage and renewal retreat leader, mother, 
urban farmer, tai chi teacher and restorative justice circle keeper.

3:10 to 3:30 Refreshments
3:30 to 4:40 Concurrent Sessions I
I1. Claiming Your Climate Action Power
Animal agriculture produces more greenhouse gases than all types of 
transportation combined. That fact should empower us and make us hopeful. 
Once we understand that we cannot survive if we continue to eat 80 billion 
animals a year, we can embrace our own power to act wisely and effectively - 
starting with our next meal.  
Michael Betzold is a prize-winning Detroit journalist and author of 10 books, 
including The Green New Meal: What You Eat Impacts Us All.  Florence Schneble of  
Westland was a member of Veggies In Motion (predecessor to VegMichigan) and 
co-chair of Detroit Climate Save.
I2. An Ecological Action for All: Ecological Landscaping  
      Through The Light Of Age-Old Nations
An action that all homeowners, businesses and organizations can take today is 
ecological landscaping. That is, landscaping through the light and scriptures of 
age-old nations, such as Native American nations and those from India. Learn 
how to draw a plan for your landscape, including research on plants and trees.
Chantal Gros-Louis is a holistic medicine practitioner, Ayurvedic consultant, artist, 
ecology activist, Huron Wendat First Nation member and Earth Charter endorser.
I3. A Ritual of Oneness
Through meditation, story sharing, movement and song, participants will meet 
each other, fully present, and strive to reach that place where they intersect as 
one. The ultimate aim is to become more mindful of the ways in which humans 
are inextricably connected to all that exists.
Singer, songwriter, poet, ritual performance artist, massage and Reiki therapist, 
Ruby Woods creates sacred space by sharing circle songs, Goddess chants and 
original songs.

Concurrent Sessions H - Continued Conference Registration Information
We are committed to making Great Lakes Bioneers accessible to everyone interested in attending. Our 
registration fees reflect this. Reduced rates are available for activists, seniors, teachers and students. We have 
free registration for volunteers (19 and older). Persons with low income should contact Bob Chapman who may 
be able to waive the registration fee in some cases. Register on line with payment at https://udmercy.edu/glbd 
or or register in person at our event. 

REGULAR: a person who can afford full payment

SENIOR: (55 and over)  

STUDENT (enrolled for nine or more college credits.)  

ACTIVIST: (employed or volunteer for a nonprofit)

TEACHER: (currently teaching at a public/private school) 

CHAPERONE: Any adult assisting at Young Bioneers Day (Friday)

*VOLUNTEER: Willing to help at the conference for a discounted fee. Contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator, Christyn Lucas at lucaschristyn@gmail.com 

YOUTH: 7th through 12th grade. Questions: contact Monica DeGarmo, monica.degarmo@
detroitk12.org and Pamela Todd, toddpa@udmercy.edu and cc: Gail Presbey at presbegm@
udmercy.edu. 

A limited number of free registrations are available for those in need. If interested send an 
e-mail to Bob Chapman, chapmanbob10@gmail.com and cc: Gail Presbey at: presbegm@
udmercy.edu or call (313) 993-1124 before or by October 7.

VENDOR or EXHIBITOR: Register online, or write Bill Hickey at whickey623@gmail.com and 
cc: Gail Presbey at presbegm@udmercy.edu for instructions on how to mail your check or 
money order to University of Detroit Mercy by October 7. 

University of Detroit Mercy STUDENTS, FACULTY & STAFF may attend the conference for 
free. Help us plan, please register PRIOR to the conference. 

Other university/college students: You can register at the discounted rate included in 
the chart above. You can also check your University to see if they are providing you with 
subsidized registrations.

*Registration fees include organic/locally grown lunch/coffee/snacks.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
Register and pay online in advance using our Eventbrite site. Visit our website at https://
udmercy.edu/glbd for the link to our Eventbrite page. You may also register in person at the 
conference starting at 8 am on October 14. Make check or money order payable to  
University of Detroit Mercy with GLBD on Memo line; we will also accept cash and  
credit cards.
Mail to: Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit 
                 c/o Gail Presbey, University of Detroit Mercy – CLAE
                 4001 W. McNichols Rd., Detroit MI 48221-3038

CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY
Cancellations received until September 30 will be charged a 15% processing fee.
Cancellations received from October 1 through 8 will be charged a 20% processing fee.
Cancellations received after October 8th will not receive any refund.

PROGRAM CHANGES:
Although all listed speakers are confirmed at the time of printing, the program is subject to 
change without notice. We cannot refund registrations because of program changes.

OUR CHEF 
The Bioneers Conference 
will have Farmacy Food 
as our event caterer, led 
by Chef Phil Jones. Chef 
Phil provided food for 
the Bioneers conference 
at Marygrove for over 
ten years, as well as here at Detroit Mercy for 
our 2021 conference. He is an active member of 
other organizations that align with the mission 
of Bioneers, including Make Food Not Waste and 
Food Rescue. 
The GLBD stated goals of the conference (as listed 
on our website) mention that we want “to tap 
into the power and richness of Metro Detroit’s 
diversity.” That’s why we want to use Chef Phil’s 
services. He has recently been The Detroit Free 
Press Chef of the Year, for both his culinary 
expertise and his commitment to Detroit-area 
community nutrition and health. For our event, 
he has put together a thoughtful menu. We are 
sure you will enjoy it!

Planning Committee Members 
Co-Coordinators: 
Gail Presbey, presbegm@udmercy.edu
Nicholas Schroeck, schroenj@udmercy.edu
Planning team/ Committee/ Sub-committees) 
Bob Chapman, Registration, Opening and Closing  
   program chapmanbob10@gmail.com
Monica DeGarmo, Youth program
Bill and Billie Hickey, Program editing, Exhibitors and  
   Vendors
Renady Hightower (associate professor in our Health 
   Services Administration Program, and African  
   American Studies Advisory Committee), conference  
   community panel
Pat Kolon, Exhibitors and Vendors 
Christyn Lucas –GLBD Volunteers, Social Media  
   lucaschristyn@gmail.com
Pamela Todd, Youth program
Rebecca Tull – Advertising
Jill Spreitzer - 
Mike Whitty, Former Professor of Management and  
   Labor Relations, founder of University of Detroit  
   Mercy’s first Institute for Building Sustainable  
   Communities, Detroit Mercy  
Consultant:
Gloria Rivera, IHM, Previous co-coordinator of GLBD.
Key support staff and volunteers
Mona Alawi – Student conference helper
Brenda Bravo – Student conference helper
Ron Bernas -- Marketing
Angela Davis – CLAE Business Office
Gary Erwin -- Marketing
Jordan Ewert – web design and photography
Alysa Jackson – University of Detroit Mercy University 
Services 
Peter Janutol – Printer
Chris Ledbetter – GLBD’s Graphic Design
Sally Morzinski – GLBD’s Web Designer

Disclaimer: Bioneers Pollinator gatherings/events are independently organized 
and do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions or positions of the Bioneers 

organization. For more information, visit: www.bioneers.org.

•  Fund For Equal Justice Grants 

•  Erma Leaphart 

•  MSU-Detroit Partnership for Food, 
    Learning, and Innovation
•  Natural Awakenings

•  Philosophy Deptartment, 
    Detroit Mercy 
•  Shiffman Foundation
•  Mike and Gail Whitty

And These Community Organizations:
•  Adrian Dominican Sisters, adriandominicans.org
•  Detroit Black Community Food Security Network,  
      detroitblackfoodsecurity.org
•  Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice, dwej.org
•  Earthworks Urban Farm/Capuchin Soup Kitchen, cskdetroit.org/EWG
•  Eastern Market, easternmarket.com
•  Erma Leaphart
•  James and Grace Lee Boggs Center, boggscenter.org
•  Marian High School, marian-hs.org
•  Michigan Environmental Council, environmentalcouncil.org
•  Michigan Organic Food & Farm Alliance, moffa.net 
•  MSU-Detroit Partnership for Food, Learning, and Innovation,  
     canr.msu.edu/detroitpartnership

•  Natural Awakenings, healthylivingmichigan.com
•  People’s Water Board, peopleswaterboard.org
•  River Raisin Institute, rriearth.org
•  Shiffman Foundation
•  Sisters IHM Justice, Peace and Sustainability Office, ihmsisters.org
•  Mike and Gail Whitty
Thank you sponsors for all of your support!!
Additionally, we want to thank the following organizations for funding 
generous grants given to GLBD for this conference:
•  Congregation of St. Joseph, csjoseph.org
•  Sisters of Mercy of the Americas sistersofmercy.org
•  Fund for Equal Justice https://www.buckdinner.org/donate

SPONSORS 
The 17th annual Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit Conference: “Earth is our 
Mentor, Measure, and Model” is sponsored by
University of Detroit Mercy, and the following Departments/Programs  
of the University:
 •  Carney Latin American Solidarity Archive
 •  College of Liberal Arts and Education
 •  Environmental Law Clinic
 •  Institute for Leadership and Service
 •  Jesuit Community at Detroit Mercy
 •  Philosophy Department

It ’s all alive. It ’s all intelligent. It ’s all connected. It ’s all relatives.

Chef Phil Jones

Find out more about the National level of Bioneers at their 
website! Bioneers.org The next Bioneers national conference 

will beApril 6-8 in Berkeley, California.



A6. Student Union For Those Not On Tours 
9:30 to 10 Concurrent Sessions A6.1 
A6.1 Bioneers recorded Keynote, Is “Responsible” Fossil Fuel Production 
          Possible?
Kate Aronoff explores how policymakers’ toolbox will have to be expanded in 
order to carry out a managed, orderly decline and ultimate end of the fossil 
fuel era, while giving us all a stake in our energy future. 
Kate Aronoff, a Brooklyn, NY-based staff writer at The New Republic, is author of 
Overheated: How Capitalism Broke the Planet–And How We Fight Back.

10 to 10:50 Concurrent Sessions A6.2
A6.2a Report on the Mercy Higher Education  
             Climate Emergency Advocacy Days
Over 30 participants from seven Mercy universities 
gathered in Washington, D.C. in May 2022 to learn 
about the climate emergency, and to meet with 
senatorial staff to ask for legislation to protect 
our environment and mitigate climate change. 
Participants will share what they learned about 
how to approach legislators, and will give their 
impressions on the meetings. 
Genevieve Meyers, associate professor of Political Science, attended the Advocacy 
Days with several of her students (including Mona Alawie who will  
join the panel). Renee Courtney, associate professor in the College of Health 
Professions will also share her experience there. Sr. Michele Marie Schroeck,  
RSM, is a member of the Sisters of Mercy New Membership Team who 
participated in the DC Advocacy program in May 2022. She lives  
at a House of Mercy in Erie, PA.
A6.2b TimeBanking for Interconnected Communities
This presentation will include a brief explanation of TimeBanking and then 
help attendees identify projects or groups they are a part of that may be able 
to incorporate it.  TimeBanking asks all of us to rely on each other in the ways 
that plants, animals and other parts of the greater-than-human world rely 
upon each other. 
Alice Bagley is a coordinator and member of Unity in Our Community TimeBank 
and Director of Operations for MI Alliance of TimeBanks. 

11 to 11:50 Concurrent Sessions A6.3
A6.3a Catholic Climate Covenant Advocacy campaign
Learn about the Catholic Climate Covenant campaigns to get climate 
legislation passed in Congress. Dan Misleh gives an overview of CCC’s efforts. 
Karen Donahue, RSM, reports on the metro Detroit chapter of CCC’s recent 
meeting with congressional representatives, asking them to pass climate 
legislation.
Dan Misleh is founder and executive director of Catholic Climate Covenant. 
Karen Donahue, RSM is a member of the Religious Sisters of Mercy Justice Team, 
working nationally on issues of social justice and the Sisters of Mercy's Critical 
Social Concerns. 
A6.3b Two Critiques of ‘American Environmentalism’
Indian environmentalist Ramachandra Guha has argued that radical American 
environmentalism (based on ideas like Arne Naess’s Deep Ecology) posits 
an imaginary Eden that we long to get back to, but this has the primary 
ideological function of distracting ourselves from the “elephant in the room” 
- overconsumption. This “ideological fog” is made worse by the phenomenon 
described by Slavoj Žižek in “Ecology: The New Opiate of the Masses” in which 
environmental responsibility is simply added as a feature to the products 
we buy. This talk examines these critiques in an effort to support seeing the 
challenges we face clearly.
David Baxter is an adjunct instructor of Philosophy at University of Detroit Mercy.

11:45 to 12:45 Lunch in the Ballroom
A6.4
During lunch there will be a brief welcome to attendees given by Jocelyn 
Boryczka, dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Education, University of 
Detroit Mercy. Attendees will also have the opportunity to hear a lecture or 
watch videos in rooms next door to the Ballroom and you can bring your  
lunch into the room.

Noon-12:40  
A6.4a The Relevance of African Communal Values to
              Environmental Sustainability
African ethical thought has much to contribute to the quest for global 
environmental sustainability. It is ethical thought that calls us to reexamine 
our value system and to foster relationships that enable us to live in harmony 
with nature. And it is this that holds the key to how each of us can help 
address global climate change: a sense of self, and a sense of how we are 
related to all of nature.
John Ouko earned his Ph.D. in philosophy from Michigan State University. 
Currently he is a lecturer in philosophy at Eastern Michigan University, and an 
adjunct professor in the philosophy department at University of Detroit Mercy.
A6.4b Bioneers keynote videos
Our Collective Ecosystems
Kevin Patel, a 21-year old climate justice activist who passionately demands 
that youth be listened to right now, not marginalized as “leaders of 
tomorrow,” recounts his own health challenges growing up in heavily 
polluted South Central Los Angeles and insists that climate action and ending 
racial and class disparities have to be inseparably linked in our movements.
Kevin J. Patel founded OneUpAction International, an organization that supports 
and empowers youth to implement climate solutions. He is currently pursuing  
his undergraduate degree in political science at Loyola Marymount University.

FRIDAY, October 14
8 to 9 am Registration
9 to 9:25 Opening and Welcome  
9:30 to 11:45 Concurrent Session A: Tours, and Videos 
Five tours will be offered Friday Morning. Buses leave promptly @ 9:30. 
Tours are included in the registration fee. Tour space is limited and will be 
assigned on a first registered, first served basis. While you travel take time to 
get to know other people in your tour. Lunch will be available to enjoy on your 
return. You may want to continue the tour conversation over lunch. 
While tours are going on, there will be a local program in the Student Union, 
including learnshops and panels, some will be available via Zoom webinar.
8 to 9 am Registration
In the Ballroom: Bioneers keynote videos
Navigating the Nexus – Nature, Culture & the Sacred
“If you’re at all like me, you may be having trouble finding your way through 
the challenging confluence of crises we are facing these days.” Nina Simons 
explores how we can support each other to make our way through the maze 
we’re currently facing.
Nina Simons, co-founder of Bioneers and its chief relationship strategist is also 
co-founder of Women Bridging Worlds and Connecting Women Leading Change.
Working Together: Building Coalitions of Power in the Global Youth Climate 
Movement
Alexandria Villaseñor shares the unique ways in which a multicultural, 
geographically distributed youth movement is building trust, negotiating 
compromises, distributing decision-making and centering the stories, 
experiences and leadership of those most impacted in each action and 
campaign.
Alexandria Villaseñor co-founded the U.S. Youth Climate Strike movement at 
age 13. Now 16, she is a contributing author to All We Can Save, an anthology 
by women climate leaders, and a child petitioner for the groundbreaking 
international complaint to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, Children 
vs. Climate Crisis. 
The Age of the Water Protector and Climate Chaos
Nick Estes describes the Anishinaabe people’s resistance to the Line 3 pipeline 
in Minnesota, the outsized impact frontline Indigenous communities are 
having in resisting extractive industries, the importance of Earth-centered 
approaches to fighting for climate justice, and the overarching goal of being 
good ancestors of the future.
Nick Estes, Ph.D. (Kul Wicasa/Lower Brule Sioux), is assistant professor of 
American Studies at the University of New Mexico and co-founder of The Red 
Nation in Albuquerque, NM.

9 am Welcome and Land Acknowledgement
                  Music by Joe Reilly.

9:30 to 11:45 Tours 
A1. Expanding Food and Nature Connection
This tour will be held at the Detroit Partnership for Food, Learning and 
Innovation in northwest Detroit at Michigan State University’s 3.3-acre urban 
farm. The facility has a learning center, pizza oven, native plant areas, edible 
forest and agriculture research and production plots.
Naim Edwards is an environmental steward with science degrees from Morehouse 
College and the University of Michigan. He directs Michigan State University’s 
first urban agriculture center, the Detroit Partnership for Food, Learning, and 
Innovation.
A2. Feedom Freedom Growers
See how growing a garden can grow a community at Feedom Freedom 
Garden. This walking tour of the garden, its public space pavilion, and farm 
stand will include a brief history of the Fox Creek canal and a history of the 
importance of agriculture in an urban setting.
Myrtle Thompson is the co-founder of Feedom Freedom Growers, an urban 
agricultural site that has fostered a healthy community through growing food, 
and creativity in culture, art and education on Detroit’s far east side since 2009
A3. Madonna University and Felician Motherhouse  
        Grounds: Renewable Energy and Sustainable Buildings
The tour will include the solar array that powers the Montessori School 
adjacent to the Felician Sisters Motherhouse, the LEED Gold Franciscan Center 
that includes a solar array on its roof and the new Welcome Center that is 
powered by a geothermal system, is bordered by rain garden/retention ponds, 
has EV charging stations, and includes the latest in LED lighting technology 
and day-lighting throughout.
Charles Morris is a Catholic priest with the Archdiocese of Detroit. For the past 
12 years he has been an assistant professor at Madonna University in Religious 
Studies. Prior to that, he was the founder and first executive director of Michigan 
Interfaith Power & Light.
A4. Environmental Justice Bus Tour
This tour includes an overview of the history of environmental injustice in 
Detroit, visits to nearby major sources of industrial pollution (oil refinery, 
wastewater treatment plant, coke oven, coal fired power plant), and examples 
of environmental justice victories (incinerator site, community gardens, 
tree plantings). At each stop, community members and experts will provide 
education, context and ideas/opportunities for taking positive action.
Nicholas Schroeck is an environmental law professor, environmental advocate, 
and an expert on pollution regulation and environmental justice.
A5. Urban Water Management and Green Storm 
        Water Infrastructure at Wayne State University
This tour features Wayne State University’s One Health Initiative and Healthy 
Urban Waters program. WSU’s One Health Initiative aims to achieve optimal 
health outcomes and to recognize the interconnection between people, 
animals, plants and their shared environment. Healthy Urban Waters program 
encompasses research, education, technology development and public 
engagement on water resources in the urban environment focus on the Lake 
Huron to Lake Erie corridor.
Brendan F. O’Leary is a research assistant at Wayne State University’s Institute 
of Environmental Health Sciences and a Ph.D. candidate in environmental 
engineering and urban sustainability.

2:40 to 3:50 Concurrent Session C 

Panels and Learnshops
C1. Restoring Communities with Edible Forest
Edible Landscapes paved the way for human 
civilization and culture to develop. We now grow 
food on farms often far away from, and inaccessible 
to, the masses. This presentation will cover how 
edible landscapes and native crops can be integrated 
into all communities to boost public health, support 
biodiversity, and make cities function better.
Naim Edwards is an environmental steward with  
science degrees from Morehouse College and the University of Michigan. He 
directs Michigan State University’s first urban agriculture center, the  
Detroit Partnership for Food, Learning and Innovation.
C2. The Green Future of Detroit: Compassionate Community
Following a short panel presentation that includes Luther Keith and Melina 
Herrera, join in brainstorming on how to achieve the green future of Detroit. 
Mike Whitty is a futurist and the former director of the University of Detroit 
Mercy Institute for Building Sustainable Communities. Luther Keith is executive 
director of ARISE Detroit!, a volunteer association with 400 partner organizations, 
promoting activism to help Detroit to have a positive image. Melina Herrara 
responds to climate chaos disasters in both California and Michigan. She is 
co-chair of the Metro Detroit Democratic Socialists of America, facilitates their 
Ecosocialist Working Group, and founded the Black and brown Alliance of  
Detroit DSA.
C3. Qigong for Connection and Resilience 
Qigong is an ancient Chinese Practice for healing and cultivating connection 
to the Qi (life force energy in all things). It helps one to calm the nervous 
system, cultivate vitality, create balance and improve strength and resilience. 
It is a very accessible and simple practice and a great tool for activists to help 
maintain health and peace of mind.  Learn how to use this practice for five to 
ten minutes a day in order to ground and center your life.
Kat Van Hammen is a 64-year-old who has been immersed in holistic studies 
since she was 23. She has an MA in expressive arts therapy and is a yoga and 
Qigong teacher, artist, gardener and creator of ceremonies

3:50 to 4:10 Break with refreshments  
4:10 to 5:20 Concurrent Session D  
Learnshops and Film
D1. Eastside Community Network’s Plan for Sustainable and  
        Resilient Homes
Detroit has seen its share of climate change, as shown by power outages, 
high heat and floods. Eastside Community Network (ECN) has been out in the 
community advocating for the Eastside residents by implementing programs 
like Rain Ready and Sustainable Homes (DTE EEA Program). Participants 
will learn about various methods of housing construction, how to improve 
stormwater infrastructure to help with water mitigation, and which home 
repairs and appliance replacements can increase energy efficiency. 
Bethany Howard and Ian McCain are both Detroit Mercy students in the Masters 
of Community Development (MCD) program. 
D2. Great Lakes: One Water for Life”
This presentation utilizes the movie “Great Lakes: One Water for Life” to 
develop awareness of the importance of water management. The movie 
examines how the water quantity and quality of the Great Lakes region 
is threatened by climate change and human behavior. One Water is an 
integrated planning and implementation approach to managing finite water 
resources emphasizing that all water has value.
Ziggy Kozicki and Stephanie Baiyasi-Kozicki are educators, researchers, film 
makers and population health advocates. As independent film makers their 
emphasis has been on examining what can be done to improve the environment 
we share. They are co-founders of the Great Lakes Environmental Festival in 
Manistee. Mich.  
D3. Rain Gardens and Composting - Turn ‘Waste’ Into Fun 
        and Beautiful Solutions 
Composting takes material that is mistakenly called “waste” and turns it 
into “black gold” - a free fertilizer and soil conditioner for our home gardens, 
lawns and houseplants. Rain gardening is a technique for harvesting what 
would otherwise be called wastewater - before it hits the drain - to support a 
beautiful garden in our own yard. Attend this Learnshop to discover the basics 
of how to start your own compost and how to build a rain garden. 
Rosina Newton is an organic gardening coach, writer and landscape designer. 
With a horticulture degree from Texas A&M, she has over 35 years’ experience 
in the field. She now provides organic gardening and holistic landscape design 
services in southeast Michigan through New Earth Home and Garden. 
D4. Good Grief
The planet models millennia-polished holistic life-giving healing. What can 
it teach us about processing grief? What important lessons is the planet 
teaching us about grieving the loss of its magnificence so that we might be 
able to participate more fully in relationships and healing? Learn how to 
create a plan for good grief, and for more fully living into healing.
Jonna Johnson is a child of the Great Lakes so water is in her DNA. She always 
returns home to the Great Lakes. Lake Michigan is her anchor. Lake Superior is her 
soul mate. The tears that flow from good grief are also her companion. 

SATURDAY, October 15 
8 to 9 am Continental breakfast, and Bioneers keynote videos
Reparations, Healing and Reconciliation - A Battle Against  
the Winter Spirit, Witigo’
Cree legends talk about the nefarious winter spirit Witigo’, which can  
possess you.  
Clayton Thomas-Müller is a member of the Treaty No. 6-based Mathias Colomb 
Cree Nation also known as Pukatawagan located in northern Manitoba, Canada. 
Based in Winnipeg, Clayton is a senior campaign specialist with 350.org. 
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Protecting Our Life Support System: Challenges and Opportunities in Marine 
Conservation
The Pristine Seas project has helped protect 6 million square kilometers of 
ocean habitat. Enric Sala discusses the vital importance of healthy oceans  
to humanity’s future and what Pristine Seas hopes to accomplish in the years 
ahead.
Enric Sala, a former professor, is now a full-time conservationist. He is a National 
Geographic Explorer-in-Residence and he founded and leads Pristine Seas.
#EndAmazonCrude
Two leading Indigenous Amazonian forest-protectors, sisters Nina and Helena 
Gualinga, appeal to Californians (and all of us) to #EndAmazonCrude and 
demand corporate responsibility for people and planet.
Nina Gualinga is an Indigenous woman defender of the Amazon from the Kichwa 
community of Sarayaku in the Ecuadorian Amazon who is an international 
spokeswoman for Mujeres Amazonicas and the Women Defenders Program 
Coordinator at Amazon Watch. Helena Gualinga is an Indigenous youth 
environmental and climate justice advocate from the Kichwa community of 
Sarayaku. She is a co-founder of Polluters Out. 

9 to 10:10 Concurrent Sessions E
Youth and Adult Learnshops and Panels 
E1. Detroit Climate Conversations Part One: Health, Community Resilience,  
       Environmental Justice 
Local experts and advocates will discuss how Detroiters and Michiganders can 
navigate climate change. This session will focus on the environmental justice 
implications for how climate impacts air quality and public health, and how 
communities can and are building resilience. Participants will receive copies of 
Planet Detroit's Climate Guides, funded in part by the Americana Foundation. 
Panelists include: Lisa DelBuono, Michigan Clinicians for Climate Action; 
Laprisha Daniels, Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice; Juan Jhong-
Chung, Climate Justice Director, Michigan Environmental Justice Coalition; 
Michelle Martinez, Director, Tishman Center for Social Justice and the 
Environment at the University of Michigan; Kathryn Savoie, Ecology Center; 
and Andrew Bashi, Great Lakes Environmental Law Center.   
Nina Misuraca Ignaczak is an award-winning Detroit-based journalist and the 
founder, publisher and editor of Planet Detroit.  
E2. Biomimicry: Design Inspired by Nature
Nature has been elegantly solving sustainability issues for far longer than 
the human species has existed. This learnshop will introduce biomimicry, or 
innovation inspired by nature. Participants will learn about both the push and 
the pull model of biomimicry. The pull model of biomimicry will be examined 
in more depth with participants learning how a functional understanding 
of a particular problem can quickly lead to potentially relevant inspiration in 
nature. 
Darrell Kleinke, professor of Mechanical Engineering at University of Detroit 
Mercy, has research interests in design methodologies, sensors and actuators, 
innovation techniques, biomimicry and product architecture.
E3. Electricity, Circuits, and Solar Power - Youth Learnshop 
This learnshop is a hands-on introduction to electricity and solar power. 
Participants will make electric circuits, test small scale solar panels and learn 
about the annual cycles between the sun and earth.  Weather permitting, the 
session will include going outdoors to measure solar output under various 
conditions. 
John Barrie is founder and the chief innovation officer of the Appropriate 
Technology Collaborative, a nonprofit that designs affordable, sustainable 
technologies for the world’s poorest people.

10:30-11:40 Concurrent Sessions F 
Youth and Adult Learnshops and Panels 
F1.  Detroit Climate Conversations Part Two:  
        Community Resilience, Drinking Water, Transportation  
Local experts and advocates will discuss how Detroiters and Michiganders 
can navigate climate change. This session will focus on how climate impacts 
infrastructure, drinking water and transportation, and how communities are 
building resilience and fighting environmental justice. Participants receive 
copies of Planet Detroit's Climate Guides, funded in part by the Americana 
Foundation. Panelists Bethany Howard, Climate Equity Manager, Eastside 
Community Network; Erin Stanley, Eastside Community Network; Katrina 
Watkins, Bailey Park Neighborhood Development Corporation Director; Mary 
Lynn Semegen, Great Lakes Water Authority; and Megan Owens, Transit  
Riders United.
Nina Misuraca Ignaczak is an award-winning Detroit-based journalist and 
founder, publisher and editor of Planet Detroit
F2. Spirituality of Solidarity  
This presentation will be a conversation (not a lecture) which will draw out our 
experiences of working toward building a more just, inclusive and sustainable world, 
looking at both challenges and successes. We will look to three sources of input to help 
us sort out these experiences and choose practices that help us navigate the dynamics 
successfully and can be adopted regardless of faith tradition. The first, from world of 
business communications. The second, a trauma specialist who uses trauma as a lens 
for understanding the dynamics of racism and suggests the practices. The third, a 
Catholic theologian. 
Tim Hipskind, S.J., is director of service learning and co-director of the Institute for 
Leadership & Service at University of Detroit Mercy. 
F3. Backyard Bird Houses - Youth Learnshop  
Backyard bird habitats are important for a healthy 
environment. Learn about native backyard birds and 
their man-made habitats, and maybe build a bird 
house you can take home.
Jason Zarate attends 10th Grade at Charyl Stockwell 
Preparatory Academy High School. He won two Great 
Lakes Bioneers Detroit youth grants, to create a  
butterfly habitat by planting a meadow at the local  
library, and to create habitat for chimney swifts a bird whose habitat was  
in danger.

 
 

Concurrent Sessions A - Continued
From Reconciliation to Regeneration
Jason McLennan explores why physical demonstrations of better solutions are 
not enough to create change when society has not grappled with its deeper 
systemic trauma. If we are to participate fully in regenerating the conditions 
for life on the planet, a deeper process of reconciliation is necessary. To heal 
the planet, Jason argues, we must heal our culture.
Jason McLennan is one of the world’s most influential visionaries in contemporary 
architecture and green building, and has been a winner of Engineering News 
Record’s National Award of Excellence and of the prestigious Buckminster  
Fuller Prize.

12:45 to 1:45 Concurrent Sessions B
Youth and Adult Learnshops and Panel
B1. Panel on Environmental Journalism  
This is an invited panel exploring environmental journalism, including how 
stories are identified and covered, and emerging environmental issues that 
have yet to receive broad coverage. Panelists include Carol Thompson, The 
Detroit News; Keith Matheny, Detroit Free Press; Nina Ignaczak, Planet Detroit; 
and Grant Hermes, WDIV. The panel will be moderated by Nicholas Schroeck 
and Renady Hightower. Schroeck serves as co-chair of the GLBD conference, 
and is Detroit Mercy's associate dean for experiential education and associate 
professor of law. Hightower serves as Detroit Mercy's associate professor for 
the Health Services Administration department. 
B2. Exploring Some of Life’s Principles
Learn how to relate to nature as mentor, measure 
and model by reclaiming your connection to nature, 
learning from nature as your teacher, and gaining a 
clearer understanding of how biomimicry presents 
models for use in your everyday life. 
Gloria Rivera, IHM, has, from a very early age, found 
being in nature a learning experience. Biomimicry  
has provided grounding and integration.
B3. Great Lakes Classical Piano concert
In this mixed-media presentation, Jake Houghton will perform some musical 
selections about the Great Lakes by American composer Melody Bober, while 
Pamela Sparks provides background information about the geography, history 
and importance of the lakes.  
Jake Houghton is passionate about animal rights, environmental protection and 
social justice. He is also a piano instructor. Pamela Sparks is a high school biology 
and zoology teacher. 
B4.  The Great Pumpkin Challenge - Youth Learnshop
Who knew you can use pumpkins to explore how we can live more sustainably 
in practical ways? Composting Halloween pumpkins saves greenhouse gas 
emissions. Even better (and yummier) they can be used for pie and their seeds 
can be roasted rather than thrown away. Join this learnshop to expand your 
imagination beyond pumpkins!  
Student leaders from the Titan Equity Nourish Network (TENN) at Detroit Mercy 
explore the bigger picture of environmental sustainability and food justice with 
pumpkin composting. They have invited some guests with expertise in composting 
and Pope Francis’s “Laudato Si” challenge.  
B5. Electricity, Circuits, and Solar Power - Youth Learnshop
This learnshop is a hands-on introduction to electricity and solar power. 
Participants will make electric circuits, test small scale solar panels, and learn 
about the annual cycles of the sun and Earth. Weather permitting, the session 
will include going outdoors to measure solar output under various conditions. 
John Barrie is founder and the chief innovation officer of the Appropriate 
Technology Collaborative, a nonprofit that designs affordable, sustainable 
technologies for the world’s poorest people. 
B6. Sculpting with Earth - Youth Learnshop
This hands-on learnshop utilizes a natural, local, traditionally-used material. 
Learn how to source, identify, test and mix local clay/sand subsoil that can be 
used for making Earth Plasters, Earth Ovens, benches, floors, art and more. You 
will use local earth mix to sculpt something of your choice to take home with 
you. 
An art teacher and sustainable futures teacher, Deanne Bednar has a master’s 
degree in social ecology, coordinates the Strawbale Studio and has illustrated 
three books on natural building, including The Hand-Sculpted House. 
B7. Mushroom Inoculation with a Fungal New Deal   
        Youth Learnshop
Fungi play an incredible and essential role in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems, and plays an 
important role in helping us through this period 
of climate chaos.  In this interactive learnshop you 
will learn more about wonders of fungi and how 
to collaborate with fungi to transform logs into 
mushrooms. Participants will be able to take 
home an inoculated log! 
enSawyer co-founded Taproot Sanctuary with Marcia Lee.  He is a 
permaculturalist, mycologist, woodworker, artist, father, philosopher and  
taiko drummer.

1:55 to 2:25 Plenary: Students Report Experiences

Bioneers Keynote Videos - ContinuedConcurrent Sessions A - Continued
F4. AfroUrbanism: A culture centric approach to better  
        Black futures  
What might majority Black communities be like if every ounce of latent Black 
genius and ancestral technology was surfaced and applied to their visions 
of the future? The Institute for AfroUrbanism (IAU) is cultivating a global 
constellation of Black thinkers and activators. Our goal is to understand the 
suppressed cultural wisdom of our ancestors, in order to manifest thriving 
Black futures, while creating an assessment tool, the Black Thriving Index 
(based on a citywide research study). 
Lauren A. Hood is the founder of the IAU. She is an alumna of the Detroit Mercy 
Master of Community Development Program. 

11:45 to 12:40  Lunch 
During the lunch, Planet Detroit will be announcing their Climate 
Leadership Awards. 
Attendees have the option of bringing their lunch down the hall to Room 208 to 
view Bioneers keynote videos: 
Kenny Ausubel (recorded from 2022 Bioneers conference) 
Dancing on Thin Ice
Kenny Ausubel outlines some of the issues we face and the movements 
growing from marginalized communities opening spaces for authentic 
metamorphosis.
Kenny Ausubel is CEO and founder (in 1990) of Bioneers, is an award-winning 
social entrepreneur, journalist, author and filmmaker. He has edited several 
books and written four including, most recently, Dreaming the Future: 
Reimagining Civilization in the Age of Nature.
911: Our Food System is Not Working
We can’t talk about a fair, just and equitable food system without radical new 
thinking and putting in a lot work. Karen Washington shares her wisdom and 
her analysis of why the food system doesn’t need to be fixed but has to be 
dramatically transformed.
Karen Washington, co-owner/farmer at Rise & Root Farm in Chester, New York, 
is a renowned activist and food advocate, who, among her many achievements, 
in 2010 co-founded Black Urban Growers (BUGS). In 2012, Ebony magazine voted 
her one of their 100 most influential African Americans in the country.
Planetary Health: Protecting Nature to Protect Ourselves
Samuel Myers shares the guiding principles and implications of this newly 
emergent, rapidly growing field, recently dubbed “Planetary Health.”
Samuel Myers, MD, MPH, studies the human health impacts of accelerating 
disruptions to Earth’s natural systems. A principal research scientist at the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, he is the founding director of the 
Planetary Health Alliance, and the author of roughly 100 peer-reviewed  
research articles. 

12:40 to 1:50 Concurrent Sessions G 
Youth and Adult Learnshops and Panels
G1 Lessons From the 10-year Campaign Over the Fate of the 
       Michigan State Fairgrounds  
This panel will sum up the lessons learned from a decade-long struggle (2011-21) 
with the State of Michigan and City of Detroit over the fate of the Michigan State 
Fairgrounds, after the 160-acre site was privatized for a for-profit development. 
Participants will be able to examine how to integrate these lessons into their social 
movement work advocating sustainable, community-led, economic development 
models in urban settings.
Frank and Karen Hammer are 34-year residents in north central Detroit who’ve 
been active on many fronts of struggle, including labor and union rights, pro-
democracy movements in the city, and local and global human rights initiatives. 
They will be joined by Al Martin. 
G2. You are Here! Creating Feminist, Decolonial and
        Community Maps
This learnshop asks you to reflect on how the ways you speak about, and 
visually represent, the land impacts your relationship to it. You will be 
invited to learn whose land you are on and consider ways to practice land 
acknowledgement and land relationship in everyday life. You will also be 
challenged to consider different (feminist, decolonial and community-based) 
ways of orienting to the land.
Joanne Coutts is an independent cartographer, writer and activist whose work 
focuses on the Sonoran Desert. She also offers presentations and workshops on 
humanitarian aid, decolonization and mapping at the “borderlands” for colleges, 
universities and other organizations.
G3. Why Vegan? - Youth Learnshop
This learnshop explores the many reasons a person might wish to convert 
to veganism, including animal rights, environmental protection and health 
concerns. Become more aware that what you eat impacts the world  
around you.
Nine years ago, as a freshman in high school, Jake Houghton decided to convert to a 
plant-based lifestyle and has not looked back since. He is passionate about animal 
rights, environmental protection and social justice.

2 to 3:10 Concurrent Sessions H
H1. Emergent Strategy for
        Visionary Food Change
A concept seen in the natural world 
and explored by feminist and 
activist Adrienne Maree Brown, 
emergent strategy emphasizes the 
importance of small, incremental 
actions that build toward large-
scale sustainable and equitable 
change. Learn how to apply this 
strategy, coupled with biomimicry,  
to your own or your organization’s 
work on racism, food justice, solidarity  
and sustainability.
Lunia Oriol and the student leadership of the University of Michigan Sustainable 
Food Program (UMSFP) will be co-presenting this learnshop. UMSFP develops 
innovative, student-centered food justice initiatives at U-M, working closely with 
campus and community stakeholders.

Concurrent Sessions F - Continued

Michelle Schroeck,  
RSM

Gloria Rivera, IHM

Marcia Lee and  
en Sawyer at the press

Naim Edwards

The 2021-2022 UMSFP Leadership  
Team at its first in-person Rooting For 
Change: Student Food Summit.

Jason Zarate

2:30 Students return to their schools via their buses
Students share reflections at our 2019 conference.



A6. Student Union For Those Not On Tours 
9:30 to 10 Concurrent Sessions A6.1 
A6.1 Bioneers recorded Keynote, Is “Responsible” Fossil Fuel Production 
          Possible?
Kate Aronoff explores how policymakers’ toolbox will have to be expanded in 
order to carry out a managed, orderly decline and ultimate end of the fossil 
fuel era, while giving us all a stake in our energy future. 
Kate Aronoff, a Brooklyn, NY-based staff writer at The New Republic, is author of 
Overheated: How Capitalism Broke the Planet–And How We Fight Back.

10 to 10:50 Concurrent Sessions A6.2
A6.2a Report on the Mercy Higher Education  
             Climate Emergency Advocacy Days
Over 30 participants from seven Mercy universities 
gathered in Washington, D.C. in May 2022 to learn 
about the climate emergency, and to meet with 
senatorial staff to ask for legislation to protect 
our environment and mitigate climate change. 
Participants will share what they learned about 
how to approach legislators, and will give their 
impressions on the meetings. 
Genevieve Meyers, associate professor of Political Science, attended the Advocacy 
Days with several of her students (including Mona Alawie who will  
join the panel). Renee Courtney, associate professor in the College of Health 
Professions will also share her experience there. Sr. Michele Marie Schroeck,  
RSM, is a member of the Sisters of Mercy New Membership Team who 
participated in the DC Advocacy program in May 2022. She lives  
at a House of Mercy in Erie, PA.
A6.2b TimeBanking for Interconnected Communities
This presentation will include a brief explanation of TimeBanking and then 
help attendees identify projects or groups they are a part of that may be able 
to incorporate it.  TimeBanking asks all of us to rely on each other in the ways 
that plants, animals and other parts of the greater-than-human world rely 
upon each other. 
Alice Bagley is a coordinator and member of Unity in Our Community TimeBank 
and Director of Operations for MI Alliance of TimeBanks. 

11 to 11:50 Concurrent Sessions A6.3
A6.3a Catholic Climate Covenant Advocacy campaign
Learn about the Catholic Climate Covenant campaigns to get climate 
legislation passed in Congress. Dan Misleh gives an overview of CCC’s efforts. 
Karen Donahue, RSM, reports on the metro Detroit chapter of CCC’s recent 
meeting with congressional representatives, asking them to pass climate 
legislation.
Dan Misleh is founder and executive director of Catholic Climate Covenant. 
Karen Donahue, RSM is a member of the Religious Sisters of Mercy Justice Team, 
working nationally on issues of social justice and the Sisters of Mercy's Critical 
Social Concerns. 
A6.3b Two Critiques of ‘American Environmentalism’
Indian environmentalist Ramachandra Guha has argued that radical American 
environmentalism (based on ideas like Arne Naess’s Deep Ecology) posits 
an imaginary Eden that we long to get back to, but this has the primary 
ideological function of distracting ourselves from the “elephant in the room” 
- overconsumption. This “ideological fog” is made worse by the phenomenon 
described by Slavoj Žižek in “Ecology: The New Opiate of the Masses” in which 
environmental responsibility is simply added as a feature to the products 
we buy. This talk examines these critiques in an effort to support seeing the 
challenges we face clearly.
David Baxter is an adjunct instructor of Philosophy at University of Detroit Mercy.

11:45 to 12:45 Lunch in the Ballroom
A6.4
During lunch there will be a brief welcome to attendees given by Jocelyn 
Boryczka, dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Education, University of 
Detroit Mercy. Attendees will also have the opportunity to hear a lecture or 
watch videos in rooms next door to the Ballroom and you can bring your  
lunch into the room.

Noon-12:40  
A6.4a The Relevance of African Communal Values to
              Environmental Sustainability
African ethical thought has much to contribute to the quest for global 
environmental sustainability. It is ethical thought that calls us to reexamine 
our value system and to foster relationships that enable us to live in harmony 
with nature. And it is this that holds the key to how each of us can help 
address global climate change: a sense of self, and a sense of how we are 
related to all of nature.
John Ouko earned his Ph.D. in philosophy from Michigan State University. 
Currently he is a lecturer in philosophy at Eastern Michigan University, and an 
adjunct professor in the philosophy department at University of Detroit Mercy.
A6.4b Bioneers keynote videos
Our Collective Ecosystems
Kevin Patel, a 21-year old climate justice activist who passionately demands 
that youth be listened to right now, not marginalized as “leaders of 
tomorrow,” recounts his own health challenges growing up in heavily 
polluted South Central Los Angeles and insists that climate action and ending 
racial and class disparities have to be inseparably linked in our movements.
Kevin J. Patel founded OneUpAction International, an organization that supports 
and empowers youth to implement climate solutions. He is currently pursuing  
his undergraduate degree in political science at Loyola Marymount University.

FRIDAY, October 14
8 to 9 am Registration
9 to 9:25 Opening and Welcome  
9:30 to 11:45 Concurrent Session A: Tours, and Videos 
Five tours will be offered Friday Morning. Buses leave promptly @ 9:30. 
Tours are included in the registration fee. Tour space is limited and will be 
assigned on a first registered, first served basis. While you travel take time to 
get to know other people in your tour. Lunch will be available to enjoy on your 
return. You may want to continue the tour conversation over lunch. 
While tours are going on, there will be a local program in the Student Union, 
including learnshops and panels, some will be available via Zoom webinar.
8 to 9 am Registration
In the Ballroom: Bioneers keynote videos
Navigating the Nexus – Nature, Culture & the Sacred
“If you’re at all like me, you may be having trouble finding your way through 
the challenging confluence of crises we are facing these days.” Nina Simons 
explores how we can support each other to make our way through the maze 
we’re currently facing.
Nina Simons, co-founder of Bioneers and its chief relationship strategist is also 
co-founder of Women Bridging Worlds and Connecting Women Leading Change.
Working Together: Building Coalitions of Power in the Global Youth Climate 
Movement
Alexandria Villaseñor shares the unique ways in which a multicultural, 
geographically distributed youth movement is building trust, negotiating 
compromises, distributing decision-making and centering the stories, 
experiences and leadership of those most impacted in each action and 
campaign.
Alexandria Villaseñor co-founded the U.S. Youth Climate Strike movement at 
age 13. Now 16, she is a contributing author to All We Can Save, an anthology 
by women climate leaders, and a child petitioner for the groundbreaking 
international complaint to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, Children 
vs. Climate Crisis. 
The Age of the Water Protector and Climate Chaos
Nick Estes describes the Anishinaabe people’s resistance to the Line 3 pipeline 
in Minnesota, the outsized impact frontline Indigenous communities are 
having in resisting extractive industries, the importance of Earth-centered 
approaches to fighting for climate justice, and the overarching goal of being 
good ancestors of the future.
Nick Estes, Ph.D. (Kul Wicasa/Lower Brule Sioux), is assistant professor of 
American Studies at the University of New Mexico and co-founder of The Red 
Nation in Albuquerque, NM.

9 am Welcome and Land Acknowledgement
                  Music by Joe Reilly.

9:30 to 11:45 Tours 
A1. Expanding Food and Nature Connection
This tour will be held at the Detroit Partnership for Food, Learning and 
Innovation in northwest Detroit at Michigan State University’s 3.3-acre urban 
farm. The facility has a learning center, pizza oven, native plant areas, edible 
forest and agriculture research and production plots.
Naim Edwards is an environmental steward with science degrees from Morehouse 
College and the University of Michigan. He directs Michigan State University’s 
first urban agriculture center, the Detroit Partnership for Food, Learning, and 
Innovation.
A2. Feedom Freedom Growers
See how growing a garden can grow a community at Feedom Freedom 
Garden. This walking tour of the garden, its public space pavilion, and farm 
stand will include a brief history of the Fox Creek canal and a history of the 
importance of agriculture in an urban setting.
Myrtle Thompson is the co-founder of Feedom Freedom Growers, an urban 
agricultural site that has fostered a healthy community through growing food, 
and creativity in culture, art and education on Detroit’s far east side since 2009
A3. Madonna University and Felician Motherhouse  
        Grounds: Renewable Energy and Sustainable Buildings
The tour will include the solar array that powers the Montessori School 
adjacent to the Felician Sisters Motherhouse, the LEED Gold Franciscan Center 
that includes a solar array on its roof and the new Welcome Center that is 
powered by a geothermal system, is bordered by rain garden/retention ponds, 
has EV charging stations, and includes the latest in LED lighting technology 
and day-lighting throughout.
Charles Morris is a Catholic priest with the Archdiocese of Detroit. For the past 
12 years he has been an assistant professor at Madonna University in Religious 
Studies. Prior to that, he was the founder and first executive director of Michigan 
Interfaith Power & Light.
A4. Environmental Justice Bus Tour
This tour includes an overview of the history of environmental injustice in 
Detroit, visits to nearby major sources of industrial pollution (oil refinery, 
wastewater treatment plant, coke oven, coal fired power plant), and examples 
of environmental justice victories (incinerator site, community gardens, 
tree plantings). At each stop, community members and experts will provide 
education, context and ideas/opportunities for taking positive action.
Nicholas Schroeck is an environmental law professor, environmental advocate, 
and an expert on pollution regulation and environmental justice.
A5. Urban Water Management and Green Storm 
        Water Infrastructure at Wayne State University
This tour features Wayne State University’s One Health Initiative and Healthy 
Urban Waters program. WSU’s One Health Initiative aims to achieve optimal 
health outcomes and to recognize the interconnection between people, 
animals, plants and their shared environment. Healthy Urban Waters program 
encompasses research, education, technology development and public 
engagement on water resources in the urban environment focus on the Lake 
Huron to Lake Erie corridor.
Brendan F. O’Leary is a research assistant at Wayne State University’s Institute 
of Environmental Health Sciences and a Ph.D. candidate in environmental 
engineering and urban sustainability.

2:40 to 3:50 Concurrent Session C 

Panels and Learnshops
C1. Restoring Communities with Edible Forest
Edible Landscapes paved the way for human 
civilization and culture to develop. We now grow 
food on farms often far away from, and inaccessible 
to, the masses. This presentation will cover how 
edible landscapes and native crops can be integrated 
into all communities to boost public health, support 
biodiversity, and make cities function better.
Naim Edwards is an environmental steward with  
science degrees from Morehouse College and the University of Michigan. He 
directs Michigan State University’s first urban agriculture center, the  
Detroit Partnership for Food, Learning and Innovation.
C2. The Green Future of Detroit: Compassionate Community
Following a short panel presentation that includes Luther Keith and Melina 
Herrera, join in brainstorming on how to achieve the green future of Detroit. 
Mike Whitty is a futurist and the former director of the University of Detroit 
Mercy Institute for Building Sustainable Communities. Luther Keith is executive 
director of ARISE Detroit!, a volunteer association with 400 partner organizations, 
promoting activism to help Detroit to have a positive image. Melina Herrara 
responds to climate chaos disasters in both California and Michigan. She is 
co-chair of the Metro Detroit Democratic Socialists of America, facilitates their 
Ecosocialist Working Group, and founded the Black and brown Alliance of  
Detroit DSA.
C3. Qigong for Connection and Resilience 
Qigong is an ancient Chinese Practice for healing and cultivating connection 
to the Qi (life force energy in all things). It helps one to calm the nervous 
system, cultivate vitality, create balance and improve strength and resilience. 
It is a very accessible and simple practice and a great tool for activists to help 
maintain health and peace of mind.  Learn how to use this practice for five to 
ten minutes a day in order to ground and center your life.
Kat Van Hammen is a 64-year-old who has been immersed in holistic studies 
since she was 23. She has an MA in expressive arts therapy and is a yoga and 
Qigong teacher, artist, gardener and creator of ceremonies

3:50 to 4:10 Break with refreshments  
4:10 to 5:20 Concurrent Session D  
Learnshops and Film
D1. Eastside Community Network’s Plan for Sustainable and  
        Resilient Homes
Detroit has seen its share of climate change, as shown by power outages, 
high heat and floods. Eastside Community Network (ECN) has been out in the 
community advocating for the Eastside residents by implementing programs 
like Rain Ready and Sustainable Homes (DTE EEA Program). Participants 
will learn about various methods of housing construction, how to improve 
stormwater infrastructure to help with water mitigation, and which home 
repairs and appliance replacements can increase energy efficiency. 
Bethany Howard and Ian McCain are both Detroit Mercy students in the Masters 
of Community Development (MCD) program. 
D2. Great Lakes: One Water for Life”
This presentation utilizes the movie “Great Lakes: One Water for Life” to 
develop awareness of the importance of water management. The movie 
examines how the water quantity and quality of the Great Lakes region 
is threatened by climate change and human behavior. One Water is an 
integrated planning and implementation approach to managing finite water 
resources emphasizing that all water has value.
Ziggy Kozicki and Stephanie Baiyasi-Kozicki are educators, researchers, film 
makers and population health advocates. As independent film makers their 
emphasis has been on examining what can be done to improve the environment 
we share. They are co-founders of the Great Lakes Environmental Festival in 
Manistee. Mich.  
D3. Rain Gardens and Composting - Turn ‘Waste’ Into Fun 
        and Beautiful Solutions 
Composting takes material that is mistakenly called “waste” and turns it 
into “black gold” - a free fertilizer and soil conditioner for our home gardens, 
lawns and houseplants. Rain gardening is a technique for harvesting what 
would otherwise be called wastewater - before it hits the drain - to support a 
beautiful garden in our own yard. Attend this Learnshop to discover the basics 
of how to start your own compost and how to build a rain garden. 
Rosina Newton is an organic gardening coach, writer and landscape designer. 
With a horticulture degree from Texas A&M, she has over 35 years’ experience 
in the field. She now provides organic gardening and holistic landscape design 
services in southeast Michigan through New Earth Home and Garden. 
D4. Good Grief
The planet models millennia-polished holistic life-giving healing. What can 
it teach us about processing grief? What important lessons is the planet 
teaching us about grieving the loss of its magnificence so that we might be 
able to participate more fully in relationships and healing? Learn how to 
create a plan for good grief, and for more fully living into healing.
Jonna Johnson is a child of the Great Lakes so water is in her DNA. She always 
returns home to the Great Lakes. Lake Michigan is her anchor. Lake Superior is her 
soul mate. The tears that flow from good grief are also her companion. 

SATURDAY, October 15 
8 to 9 am Continental breakfast, and Bioneers keynote videos
Reparations, Healing and Reconciliation - A Battle Against  
the Winter Spirit, Witigo’
Cree legends talk about the nefarious winter spirit Witigo’, which can  
possess you.  
Clayton Thomas-Müller is a member of the Treaty No. 6-based Mathias Colomb 
Cree Nation also known as Pukatawagan located in northern Manitoba, Canada. 
Based in Winnipeg, Clayton is a senior campaign specialist with 350.org. 
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Protecting Our Life Support System: Challenges and Opportunities in Marine 
Conservation
The Pristine Seas project has helped protect 6 million square kilometers of 
ocean habitat. Enric Sala discusses the vital importance of healthy oceans  
to humanity’s future and what Pristine Seas hopes to accomplish in the years 
ahead.
Enric Sala, a former professor, is now a full-time conservationist. He is a National 
Geographic Explorer-in-Residence and he founded and leads Pristine Seas.
#EndAmazonCrude
Two leading Indigenous Amazonian forest-protectors, sisters Nina and Helena 
Gualinga, appeal to Californians (and all of us) to #EndAmazonCrude and 
demand corporate responsibility for people and planet.
Nina Gualinga is an Indigenous woman defender of the Amazon from the Kichwa 
community of Sarayaku in the Ecuadorian Amazon who is an international 
spokeswoman for Mujeres Amazonicas and the Women Defenders Program 
Coordinator at Amazon Watch. Helena Gualinga is an Indigenous youth 
environmental and climate justice advocate from the Kichwa community of 
Sarayaku. She is a co-founder of Polluters Out. 

9 to 10:10 Concurrent Sessions E
Youth and Adult Learnshops and Panels 
E1. Detroit Climate Conversations Part One: Health, Community Resilience,  
       Environmental Justice 
Local experts and advocates will discuss how Detroiters and Michiganders can 
navigate climate change. This session will focus on the environmental justice 
implications for how climate impacts air quality and public health, and how 
communities can and are building resilience. Participants will receive copies of 
Planet Detroit's Climate Guides, funded in part by the Americana Foundation. 
Panelists include: Lisa DelBuono, Michigan Clinicians for Climate Action; 
Laprisha Daniels, Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice; Juan Jhong-
Chung, Climate Justice Director, Michigan Environmental Justice Coalition; 
Michelle Martinez, Director, Tishman Center for Social Justice and the 
Environment at the University of Michigan; Kathryn Savoie, Ecology Center; 
and Andrew Bashi, Great Lakes Environmental Law Center.   
Nina Misuraca Ignaczak is an award-winning Detroit-based journalist and the 
founder, publisher and editor of Planet Detroit.  
E2. Biomimicry: Design Inspired by Nature
Nature has been elegantly solving sustainability issues for far longer than 
the human species has existed. This learnshop will introduce biomimicry, or 
innovation inspired by nature. Participants will learn about both the push and 
the pull model of biomimicry. The pull model of biomimicry will be examined 
in more depth with participants learning how a functional understanding 
of a particular problem can quickly lead to potentially relevant inspiration in 
nature. 
Darrell Kleinke, professor of Mechanical Engineering at University of Detroit 
Mercy, has research interests in design methodologies, sensors and actuators, 
innovation techniques, biomimicry and product architecture.
E3. Electricity, Circuits, and Solar Power - Youth Learnshop 
This learnshop is a hands-on introduction to electricity and solar power. 
Participants will make electric circuits, test small scale solar panels and learn 
about the annual cycles between the sun and earth.  Weather permitting, the 
session will include going outdoors to measure solar output under various 
conditions. 
John Barrie is founder and the chief innovation officer of the Appropriate 
Technology Collaborative, a nonprofit that designs affordable, sustainable 
technologies for the world’s poorest people.

10:30-11:40 Concurrent Sessions F 
Youth and Adult Learnshops and Panels 
F1.  Detroit Climate Conversations Part Two:  
        Community Resilience, Drinking Water, Transportation  
Local experts and advocates will discuss how Detroiters and Michiganders 
can navigate climate change. This session will focus on how climate impacts 
infrastructure, drinking water and transportation, and how communities are 
building resilience and fighting environmental justice. Participants receive 
copies of Planet Detroit's Climate Guides, funded in part by the Americana 
Foundation. Panelists Bethany Howard, Climate Equity Manager, Eastside 
Community Network; Erin Stanley, Eastside Community Network; Katrina 
Watkins, Bailey Park Neighborhood Development Corporation Director; Mary 
Lynn Semegen, Great Lakes Water Authority; and Megan Owens, Transit  
Riders United.
Nina Misuraca Ignaczak is an award-winning Detroit-based journalist and 
founder, publisher and editor of Planet Detroit
F2. Spirituality of Solidarity  
This presentation will be a conversation (not a lecture) which will draw out our 
experiences of working toward building a more just, inclusive and sustainable world, 
looking at both challenges and successes. We will look to three sources of input to help 
us sort out these experiences and choose practices that help us navigate the dynamics 
successfully and can be adopted regardless of faith tradition. The first, from world of 
business communications. The second, a trauma specialist who uses trauma as a lens 
for understanding the dynamics of racism and suggests the practices. The third, a 
Catholic theologian. 
Tim Hipskind, S.J., is director of service learning and co-director of the Institute for 
Leadership & Service at University of Detroit Mercy. 
F3. Backyard Bird Houses - Youth Learnshop  
Backyard bird habitats are important for a healthy 
environment. Learn about native backyard birds and 
their man-made habitats, and maybe build a bird 
house you can take home.
Jason Zarate attends 10th Grade at Charyl Stockwell 
Preparatory Academy High School. He won two Great 
Lakes Bioneers Detroit youth grants, to create a  
butterfly habitat by planting a meadow at the local  
library, and to create habitat for chimney swifts a bird whose habitat was  
in danger.

 
 

Concurrent Sessions A - Continued
From Reconciliation to Regeneration
Jason McLennan explores why physical demonstrations of better solutions are 
not enough to create change when society has not grappled with its deeper 
systemic trauma. If we are to participate fully in regenerating the conditions 
for life on the planet, a deeper process of reconciliation is necessary. To heal 
the planet, Jason argues, we must heal our culture.
Jason McLennan is one of the world’s most influential visionaries in contemporary 
architecture and green building, and has been a winner of Engineering News 
Record’s National Award of Excellence and of the prestigious Buckminster  
Fuller Prize.

12:45 to 1:45 Concurrent Sessions B
Youth and Adult Learnshops and Panel
B1. Panel on Environmental Journalism  
This is an invited panel exploring environmental journalism, including how 
stories are identified and covered, and emerging environmental issues that 
have yet to receive broad coverage. Panelists include Carol Thompson, The 
Detroit News; Keith Matheny, Detroit Free Press; Nina Ignaczak, Planet Detroit; 
and Grant Hermes, WDIV. The panel will be moderated by Nicholas Schroeck 
and Renady Hightower. Schroeck serves as co-chair of the GLBD conference, 
and is Detroit Mercy's associate dean for experiential education and associate 
professor of law. Hightower serves as Detroit Mercy's associate professor for 
the Health Services Administration department. 
B2. Exploring Some of Life’s Principles
Learn how to relate to nature as mentor, measure 
and model by reclaiming your connection to nature, 
learning from nature as your teacher, and gaining a 
clearer understanding of how biomimicry presents 
models for use in your everyday life. 
Gloria Rivera, IHM, has, from a very early age, found 
being in nature a learning experience. Biomimicry  
has provided grounding and integration.
B3. Great Lakes Classical Piano concert
In this mixed-media presentation, Jake Houghton will perform some musical 
selections about the Great Lakes by American composer Melody Bober, while 
Pamela Sparks provides background information about the geography, history 
and importance of the lakes.  
Jake Houghton is passionate about animal rights, environmental protection and 
social justice. He is also a piano instructor. Pamela Sparks is a high school biology 
and zoology teacher. 
B4.  The Great Pumpkin Challenge - Youth Learnshop
Who knew you can use pumpkins to explore how we can live more sustainably 
in practical ways? Composting Halloween pumpkins saves greenhouse gas 
emissions. Even better (and yummier) they can be used for pie and their seeds 
can be roasted rather than thrown away. Join this learnshop to expand your 
imagination beyond pumpkins!  
Student leaders from the Titan Equity Nourish Network (TENN) at Detroit Mercy 
explore the bigger picture of environmental sustainability and food justice with 
pumpkin composting. They have invited some guests with expertise in composting 
and Pope Francis’s “Laudato Si” challenge.  
B5. Electricity, Circuits, and Solar Power - Youth Learnshop
This learnshop is a hands-on introduction to electricity and solar power. 
Participants will make electric circuits, test small scale solar panels, and learn 
about the annual cycles of the sun and Earth. Weather permitting, the session 
will include going outdoors to measure solar output under various conditions. 
John Barrie is founder and the chief innovation officer of the Appropriate 
Technology Collaborative, a nonprofit that designs affordable, sustainable 
technologies for the world’s poorest people. 
B6. Sculpting with Earth - Youth Learnshop
This hands-on learnshop utilizes a natural, local, traditionally-used material. 
Learn how to source, identify, test and mix local clay/sand subsoil that can be 
used for making Earth Plasters, Earth Ovens, benches, floors, art and more. You 
will use local earth mix to sculpt something of your choice to take home with 
you. 
An art teacher and sustainable futures teacher, Deanne Bednar has a master’s 
degree in social ecology, coordinates the Strawbale Studio and has illustrated 
three books on natural building, including The Hand-Sculpted House. 
B7. Mushroom Inoculation with a Fungal New Deal   
        Youth Learnshop
Fungi play an incredible and essential role in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems, and plays an 
important role in helping us through this period 
of climate chaos.  In this interactive learnshop you 
will learn more about wonders of fungi and how 
to collaborate with fungi to transform logs into 
mushrooms. Participants will be able to take 
home an inoculated log! 
enSawyer co-founded Taproot Sanctuary with Marcia Lee.  He is a 
permaculturalist, mycologist, woodworker, artist, father, philosopher and  
taiko drummer.

1:55 to 2:25 Plenary: Students Report Experiences

Bioneers Keynote Videos - ContinuedConcurrent Sessions A - Continued
F4. AfroUrbanism: A culture centric approach to better  
        Black futures  
What might majority Black communities be like if every ounce of latent Black 
genius and ancestral technology was surfaced and applied to their visions 
of the future? The Institute for AfroUrbanism (IAU) is cultivating a global 
constellation of Black thinkers and activators. Our goal is to understand the 
suppressed cultural wisdom of our ancestors, in order to manifest thriving 
Black futures, while creating an assessment tool, the Black Thriving Index 
(based on a citywide research study). 
Lauren A. Hood is the founder of the IAU. She is an alumna of the Detroit Mercy 
Master of Community Development Program. 

11:45 to 12:40  Lunch 
During the lunch, Planet Detroit will be announcing their Climate 
Leadership Awards. 
Attendees have the option of bringing their lunch down the hall to Room 208 to 
view Bioneers keynote videos: 
Kenny Ausubel (recorded from 2022 Bioneers conference) 
Dancing on Thin Ice
Kenny Ausubel outlines some of the issues we face and the movements 
growing from marginalized communities opening spaces for authentic 
metamorphosis.
Kenny Ausubel is CEO and founder (in 1990) of Bioneers, is an award-winning 
social entrepreneur, journalist, author and filmmaker. He has edited several 
books and written four including, most recently, Dreaming the Future: 
Reimagining Civilization in the Age of Nature.
911: Our Food System is Not Working
We can’t talk about a fair, just and equitable food system without radical new 
thinking and putting in a lot work. Karen Washington shares her wisdom and 
her analysis of why the food system doesn’t need to be fixed but has to be 
dramatically transformed.
Karen Washington, co-owner/farmer at Rise & Root Farm in Chester, New York, 
is a renowned activist and food advocate, who, among her many achievements, 
in 2010 co-founded Black Urban Growers (BUGS). In 2012, Ebony magazine voted 
her one of their 100 most influential African Americans in the country.
Planetary Health: Protecting Nature to Protect Ourselves
Samuel Myers shares the guiding principles and implications of this newly 
emergent, rapidly growing field, recently dubbed “Planetary Health.”
Samuel Myers, MD, MPH, studies the human health impacts of accelerating 
disruptions to Earth’s natural systems. A principal research scientist at the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, he is the founding director of the 
Planetary Health Alliance, and the author of roughly 100 peer-reviewed  
research articles. 

12:40 to 1:50 Concurrent Sessions G 
Youth and Adult Learnshops and Panels
G1 Lessons From the 10-year Campaign Over the Fate of the 
       Michigan State Fairgrounds  
This panel will sum up the lessons learned from a decade-long struggle (2011-21) 
with the State of Michigan and City of Detroit over the fate of the Michigan State 
Fairgrounds, after the 160-acre site was privatized for a for-profit development. 
Participants will be able to examine how to integrate these lessons into their social 
movement work advocating sustainable, community-led, economic development 
models in urban settings.
Frank and Karen Hammer are 34-year residents in north central Detroit who’ve 
been active on many fronts of struggle, including labor and union rights, pro-
democracy movements in the city, and local and global human rights initiatives. 
They will be joined by Al Martin. 
G2. You are Here! Creating Feminist, Decolonial and
        Community Maps
This learnshop asks you to reflect on how the ways you speak about, and 
visually represent, the land impacts your relationship to it. You will be 
invited to learn whose land you are on and consider ways to practice land 
acknowledgement and land relationship in everyday life. You will also be 
challenged to consider different (feminist, decolonial and community-based) 
ways of orienting to the land.
Joanne Coutts is an independent cartographer, writer and activist whose work 
focuses on the Sonoran Desert. She also offers presentations and workshops on 
humanitarian aid, decolonization and mapping at the “borderlands” for colleges, 
universities and other organizations.
G3. Why Vegan? - Youth Learnshop
This learnshop explores the many reasons a person might wish to convert 
to veganism, including animal rights, environmental protection and health 
concerns. Become more aware that what you eat impacts the world  
around you.
Nine years ago, as a freshman in high school, Jake Houghton decided to convert to a 
plant-based lifestyle and has not looked back since. He is passionate about animal 
rights, environmental protection and social justice.

2 to 3:10 Concurrent Sessions H
H1. Emergent Strategy for
        Visionary Food Change
A concept seen in the natural world 
and explored by feminist and 
activist Adrienne Maree Brown, 
emergent strategy emphasizes the 
importance of small, incremental 
actions that build toward large-
scale sustainable and equitable 
change. Learn how to apply this 
strategy, coupled with biomimicry,  
to your own or your organization’s 
work on racism, food justice, solidarity  
and sustainability.
Lunia Oriol and the student leadership of the University of Michigan Sustainable 
Food Program (UMSFP) will be co-presenting this learnshop. UMSFP develops 
innovative, student-centered food justice initiatives at U-M, working closely with 
campus and community stakeholders.

Concurrent Sessions F - Continued

Michelle Schroeck,  
RSM

Gloria Rivera, IHM

Marcia Lee and  
en Sawyer at the press

Naim Edwards

The 2021-2022 UMSFP Leadership  
Team at its first in-person Rooting For 
Change: Student Food Summit.

Jason Zarate

2:30 Students return to their schools via their buses
Students share reflections at our 2019 conference.



Logistics: Teachers need to seek parental approval and make transportation arrangements to and from the conference.  
Please do everything you can to have students present for the entire time. Leaving early can disrupt learnshops and student reflections 
that bring closure to the day.

Welcome to the 17th Annual  
Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit  
Conference! 
Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit holds an annual conference that provides a 
platform for community members to network and highlight innovative 
solutions to environmental and social problems, with a focus on Metro 
Detroit and Michigan. We are a “Pollinator” event, linked to the national 
Bioneers organization. (Find out more at Bioneers.org). Our mission is to 
promote a sustainable community that fosters life-giving relationships, 
nurtures connections and celebrates solutions for restoring and healing 
Earth's communities.

The Programming Committee has chosen “Earth is our Mentor, Measure 
and Model” as the Conference theme. For the past 3.8 billion years Earth 
has been creating conditions conducive to life. In nature, what is waste 
to one organism becomes a food source for others – think of composting, 
or the oxygen-carbon dioxide relationship between animals and plants. 
Earth's experience is a model that we can emulate; Earth can serve as 
a measure to help achieve balance; and Earth can be a mentor that will 
teach us how to care for our common home. Earth is our model, measure 
and mentor working towards a sustainable, racially-equitable, inclusive, 
community that fosters life-giving relationships, nurtures connections, 
and celebrates solutions for restoring and healing. We desire this 
conference to be an opportunity for the community to share experiences 
and strategies to ensure that we humans are a positive force in our 
earth community while addressing the critical issues of environmental 
degradation, systemic racism, and health disparities.

As is our past practice, we are offering five tours on Friday morning. 
Registration includes a bus ride to and from the tour site. There is also 
programming all day on the McNichols campus of University of Detroit 
Mercy. Youth who come with their schools have a program until 2:30 pm 
when they depart on their school buses. Chef Phil Jones and Farmacy 
Foods will again provide our lunch and snacks (both days), included 
in the registration. New to this year is special youth programming on 
Saturday, for up to 25 youths (to be registered and accompanied by their 
parent or another designated adult). Youths have learnshops all day, and 
are welcome on the one Saturday afternoon tour. (Parents can attend 
adult learnshops and panels down the hall from the youth learnshop). 
This Saturday afternoon tour gives priority to youth and their parents 
registered for Saturday, with second priority to any two day registrants 
who did not go on a Friday tour. We look forward to greeting you all at our 
conference!

Sincerely, 
Gail Presbey
Nicholas Schroeck
GLBD 2022 Conference co-Chairs 

Register online udmercy.edu/glbd

FRIDAY, October 14
8 to 9 am             Registration - (Student Union Ballroom foyer, 2nd floor)

9          Opening and Welcome                            

9:30 to 11:45       Concurrent Session A: Tours, Panels and Videos  

11:45 to 12:40     Lunch (Ballroom) 

12:45 to 1:45       Concurrent Session B: Adults and  
                               Youth (7th to 12th grade) Panel,  
                               Learnshops, Concert (Student Union,  
                               Chapel in C&F, Life Sciences, Briggs)

Youth         (7th to 12th grade)

1:55 to 2:20         Plenary: Students Report Back on their Experience  (Ballroom)

2:30          Departure of Youth

Adults

2:40 to 3:50         Concurrent Session C: Learnshops and Videos 

3:50 to 4:10         Break/Exhibits/Snack/Networking   

4:10 to 5:20         Concurrent Session D: Learnshops and Videos

SATURDAY, October 15
8 to 9 am             Registration. Continental breakfast.   
          Bioneers videos. (Ballroom)

9 to 10:10            Concurrent Session E: Panel and  
                               Learnshops (Student Union) 

10:25 to 11:35    Concurrent Session F: Learnshops and Videos

11:40 to 12:35    Lunch/ Exhibits/Networking/ Planet Detroit Awards

12:40 to 1:50      Concurrent Session G: Learnshops 

2:00 to 3:10        Concurrent Session H: Learnshops / Tour 
                               for youth and their families

3:10 to 3:30         Break /Snack/ Exhibits/Networking

3:30 to 4:40        Concurrent Session I: Learnshops / Tour                                                         
                               for youth and their families (cont.) 

4:50 to 5:20        Conference Closing Ritual

Conference Schedule at a Glance
Registration, Plenaries, Dining area and Exhibits (Ballroom)
Learnshops:  Locations provided upon arrival.  Register Online: udmercy.edu/glbd  

FRIDAY, October 14 
(8 am arrival, 2:30 pm departure)               

8 to 9 am             Registration (Student Center)

9:00-9:25             Welcome and sending forth  

9:30 to 11:45       Tours

11:45 to 12:40     Lunch

12:45 to 1:45       Youth Learnshops

1:45 to 1:55         Prep for Sharing Insights

1:55 to 2:25         Youth Presentations (Ballroom)

2:30          Youth Departure

Registration fees: $5 per student (includes tour, lunch and youth learnshop), 
$40 per teacher per day and $20 per chaperone per day (includes tour, lunch 
and afternoon program).  Other teachers who wish to attend the conference 
are welcome at the same discount price of $40 per day. We ask you to follow 
the Friday adult conference schedule. Teachers will find the entire conference 
relevant to their work.  
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4:50 to 5:20 Closing Event/Ceremony

How to Register: You can register and pay on line. Find our registration 
link at https://udmercy.edu/glbd.   Because we can only accommodate 200 
students, registration will be on a first registered/PAID first served basis. 
Once you register you will receive additional information. 

To register by mail, contact Gail Presbey at presbegm@udmercy.edu or call 
313-861-8865 for further instructions.

The 17th Annual  
Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit 
Conference:  
A Bioneers Pollinators Event

October 14-15, 2022
University of Detroit Mercy   4001 W. McNichols Rd.  Detroit, MI 48221

Earth is our Measure, Mentor, and Model 
 Strategies for Reconnecting with Nature & Community

FRIDAY, YOUNG BIONEERS DAY - AT GLBD!  Youth Schedule (7th to 12th grades)

Collective Heritage Institute –  
Bioneers

Collective Heritage Institute – Bioneers

2022 GLBD CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES             

CATEGORY 2 Day 1 Day 2 Day 1 Day

Regular $100 $60 $120 $70

Sr/St/Activist $75 $40 $85 $50

College Student $25 $15 $30 $20

Teacher $75 $40 $85 $50

Chaperone NA $20 NA $20

Volunteer *  4 Hrs 2 Hrs 4 Hrs 2 Hrs

Youth $10 $5 $10 $5

Early Bird Fees: until midnight Oct. 7
Regular Fees: 
Beginning Oct. 8

Vendor Table $40 Register / pay on line by October 7

Exhibitor Table $30 Register / pay on line by October 7

H2. Advocacy is for Everyone: 5 Levers for Building Political  
         Will for Climate Action
This presentation will provide an overview of the Five Levers of political will 
and how to use them to take effective climate action. It will also illustrate how 
the levers fit into the broader climate movement along with strategies like 
protesting and direct action.
Donald Carbary has been a member of Citizens’ Climate Lobby Detroit since 2020. 
He is a benefits examiner for the state of Michigan.
H3. From Dust to Dust — A Method of Providing for Family
This presentation highlights how African American families have taught care for 
one another, especially by examining how one can find, and give, peace through 
one’s death. It will show how addressing all aspects of death can be boon to the 
Earth. The learnshop will include art reflecting the presenter’s approach.
Chiquita McKenzie has been an administrator and teacher from fifth grade through 
the graduate level. Her research and work have focused on African American males.
H4 (and I4 – Tour spans both time frames). Tour  
Sun as Our Teacher and Guide 
A bus will be available. Priority goes to youth and their parents. Second priority 
goes to two-day registrants who did not attend a Friday tour. Remaining seats 
assigned in order of registration. This is an opportunity to re-imagine your own 
relationship with the sun and the earth through a tour of Taproot Sanctuary, a 
community practicing living in right relationship with the Earth, our neighbors 
and ourselves. Join the folks at Taproot (southeast Detroit) not only to see how 
they are getting back on nature’s grid, but to imagine and experiment with ways 
that you can get back on nature’s grid in your own home.
Marcia Lee and en Sawyer co-founded Taproot Sanctuary. en is a permaculturalist, 
mycologist, woodworker, artist, father, philosophe, and taiko drummer. Marcia is 
a healing-centered leadership coach, courage and renewal retreat leader, mother, 
urban farmer, tai chi teacher and restorative justice circle keeper.

3:10 to 3:30 Refreshments
3:30 to 4:40 Concurrent Sessions I
I1. Claiming Your Climate Action Power
Animal agriculture produces more greenhouse gases than all types of 
transportation combined. That fact should empower us and make us hopeful. 
Once we understand that we cannot survive if we continue to eat 80 billion 
animals a year, we can embrace our own power to act wisely and effectively - 
starting with our next meal.  
Michael Betzold is a prize-winning Detroit journalist and author of 10 books, 
including The Green New Meal: What You Eat Impacts Us All.  Florence Schneble of  
Westland was a member of Veggies In Motion (predecessor to VegMichigan) and 
co-chair of Detroit Climate Save.
I2. An Ecological Action for All: Ecological Landscaping  
      Through The Light Of Age-Old Nations
An action that all homeowners, businesses and organizations can take today is 
ecological landscaping. That is, landscaping through the light and scriptures of 
age-old nations, such as Native American nations and those from India. Learn 
how to draw a plan for your landscape, including research on plants and trees.
Chantal Gros-Louis is a holistic medicine practitioner, Ayurvedic consultant, artist, 
ecology activist, Huron Wendat First Nation member and Earth Charter endorser.
I3. A Ritual of Oneness
Through meditation, story sharing, movement and song, participants will meet 
each other, fully present, and strive to reach that place where they intersect as 
one. The ultimate aim is to become more mindful of the ways in which humans 
are inextricably connected to all that exists.
Singer, songwriter, poet, ritual performance artist, massage and Reiki therapist, 
Ruby Woods creates sacred space by sharing circle songs, Goddess chants and 
original songs.

Concurrent Sessions H - Continued Conference Registration Information
We are committed to making Great Lakes Bioneers accessible to everyone interested in attending. Our 
registration fees reflect this. Reduced rates are available for activists, seniors, teachers and students. We have 
free registration for volunteers (19 and older). Persons with low income should contact Bob Chapman who may 
be able to waive the registration fee in some cases. Register on line with payment at https://udmercy.edu/glbd 
or or register in person at our event. 

REGULAR: a person who can afford full payment

SENIOR: (55 and over)  

STUDENT (enrolled for nine or more college credits.)  

ACTIVIST: (employed or volunteer for a nonprofit)

TEACHER: (currently teaching at a public/private school) 

CHAPERONE: Any adult assisting at Young Bioneers Day (Friday)

*VOLUNTEER: Willing to help at the conference for a discounted fee. Contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator, Christyn Lucas at lucaschristyn@gmail.com 

YOUTH: 7th through 12th grade. Questions: contact Monica DeGarmo, monica.degarmo@
detroitk12.org and Pamela Todd, toddpa@udmercy.edu and cc: Gail Presbey at presbegm@
udmercy.edu. 

A limited number of free registrations are available for those in need. If interested send an 
e-mail to Bob Chapman, chapmanbob10@gmail.com and cc: Gail Presbey at: presbegm@
udmercy.edu or call (313) 993-1124 before or by October 7.

VENDOR or EXHIBITOR: Register online, or write Bill Hickey at whickey623@gmail.com and 
cc: Gail Presbey at presbegm@udmercy.edu for instructions on how to mail your check or 
money order to University of Detroit Mercy by October 7. 

University of Detroit Mercy STUDENTS, FACULTY & STAFF may attend the conference for 
free. Help us plan, please register PRIOR to the conference. 

Other university/college students: You can register at the discounted rate included in 
the chart above. You can also check your University to see if they are providing you with 
subsidized registrations.

*Registration fees include organic/locally grown lunch/coffee/snacks.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
Register and pay online in advance using our Eventbrite site. Visit our website at https://
udmercy.edu/glbd for the link to our Eventbrite page. You may also register in person at the 
conference starting at 8 am on October 14. Make check or money order payable to  
University of Detroit Mercy with GLBD on Memo line; we will also accept cash and  
credit cards.
Mail to: Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit 
                 c/o Gail Presbey, University of Detroit Mercy – CLAE
                 4001 W. McNichols Rd., Detroit MI 48221-3038

CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY
Cancellations received until September 30 will be charged a 15% processing fee.
Cancellations received from October 1 through 8 will be charged a 20% processing fee.
Cancellations received after October 8th will not receive any refund.

PROGRAM CHANGES:
Although all listed speakers are confirmed at the time of printing, the program is subject to 
change without notice. We cannot refund registrations because of program changes.

OUR CHEF 
The Bioneers Conference 
will have Farmacy Food 
as our event caterer, led 
by Chef Phil Jones. Chef 
Phil provided food for 
the Bioneers conference 
at Marygrove for over 
ten years, as well as here at Detroit Mercy for 
our 2021 conference. He is an active member of 
other organizations that align with the mission 
of Bioneers, including Make Food Not Waste and 
Food Rescue. 
The GLBD stated goals of the conference (as listed 
on our website) mention that we want “to tap 
into the power and richness of Metro Detroit’s 
diversity.” That’s why we want to use Chef Phil’s 
services. He has recently been The Detroit Free 
Press Chef of the Year, for both his culinary 
expertise and his commitment to Detroit-area 
community nutrition and health. For our event, 
he has put together a thoughtful menu. We are 
sure you will enjoy it!

Planning Committee Members 
Co-Coordinators: 
Gail Presbey, presbegm@udmercy.edu
Nicholas Schroeck, schroenj@udmercy.edu
Planning team/ Committee/ Sub-committees) 
Bob Chapman, Registration, Opening and Closing  
   program chapmanbob10@gmail.com
Monica DeGarmo, Youth program
Bill and Billie Hickey, Program editing, Exhibitors and  
   Vendors
Renady Hightower (associate professor in our Health 
   Services Administration Program, and African  
   American Studies Advisory Committee), conference  
   community panel
Pat Kolon, Exhibitors and Vendors 
Christyn Lucas –GLBD Volunteers, Social Media  
   lucaschristyn@gmail.com
Pamela Todd, Youth program
Rebecca Tull – Advertising
Jill Spreitzer - 
Mike Whitty, Former Professor of Management and  
   Labor Relations, founder of University of Detroit  
   Mercy’s first Institute for Building Sustainable  
   Communities, Detroit Mercy  
Consultant:
Gloria Rivera, IHM, Previous co-coordinator of GLBD.
Key support staff and volunteers
Mona Alawi – Student conference helper
Brenda Bravo – Student conference helper
Ron Bernas -- Marketing
Angela Davis – CLAE Business Office
Gary Erwin -- Marketing
Jordan Ewert – web design and photography
Alysa Jackson – University of Detroit Mercy University 
Services 
Peter Janutol – Printer
Chris Ledbetter – GLBD’s Graphic Design
Sally Morzinski – GLBD’s Web Designer

Disclaimer: Bioneers Pollinator gatherings/events are independently organized 
and do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions or positions of the Bioneers 

organization. For more information, visit: www.bioneers.org.

•  Fund For Equal Justice Grants 

•  Erma Leaphart 

•  MSU-Detroit Partnership for Food, 
    Learning, and Innovation
•  Natural Awakenings

•  Philosophy Deptartment, 
    Detroit Mercy 
•  Shiffman Foundation
•  Mike and Gail Whitty

And These Community Organizations:
•  Adrian Dominican Sisters, adriandominicans.org
•  Detroit Black Community Food Security Network,  
      detroitblackfoodsecurity.org
•  Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice, dwej.org
•  Earthworks Urban Farm/Capuchin Soup Kitchen, cskdetroit.org/EWG
•  Eastern Market, easternmarket.com
•  Erma Leaphart
•  James and Grace Lee Boggs Center, boggscenter.org
•  Marian High School, marian-hs.org
•  Michigan Environmental Council, environmentalcouncil.org
•  Michigan Organic Food & Farm Alliance, moffa.net 
•  MSU-Detroit Partnership for Food, Learning, and Innovation,  
     canr.msu.edu/detroitpartnership

•  Natural Awakenings, healthylivingmichigan.com
•  People’s Water Board, peopleswaterboard.org
•  River Raisin Institute, rriearth.org
•  Shiffman Foundation
•  Sisters IHM Justice, Peace and Sustainability Office, ihmsisters.org
•  Mike and Gail Whitty
Thank you sponsors for all of your support!!
Additionally, we want to thank the following organizations for funding 
generous grants given to GLBD for this conference:
•  Congregation of St. Joseph, csjoseph.org
•  Sisters of Mercy of the Americas sistersofmercy.org
•  Fund for Equal Justice https://www.buckdinner.org/donate

SPONSORS 
The 17th annual Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit Conference: “Earth is our 
Mentor, Measure, and Model” is sponsored by
University of Detroit Mercy, and the following Departments/Programs  
of the University:
 •  Carney Latin American Solidarity Archive
 •  College of Liberal Arts and Education
 •  Environmental Law Clinic
 •  Institute for Leadership and Service
 •  Jesuit Community at Detroit Mercy
 •  Philosophy Department

It ’s all alive. It ’s all intelligent. It ’s all connected. It ’s all relatives.

Chef Phil Jones

Find out more about the National level of Bioneers at their 
website! Bioneers.org The next Bioneers national conference 

will beApril 6-8 in Berkeley, California.




